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AFGHANISTAN 


.5, ATTACKED AS AUTHON OF THE 'APGHAN QUESTION’ 


ebul ANIS an Dari l Apr SO p 4 


} 


toriai | 


«xt? Prom ite vietorions berinning, the magnificent Thawr / 2 April- 

‘ay_/ Revolution hae incited the implacable anger and hatred of the ene 
cee of our people, revolution, and country. The obstinacy, vindictiveness, 
and hostility cf Imperialism and the parasitic elements that had been forced 
sut of power have increased commensurate with the evolution of the revole- 
‘on, especially following ite new stage of jevelopment in various dimen- 
sions and on various levels. 


— 


reedomkilling American Imperialiem, this vanguard of the circles enslaving 
cackind, without the slightest thought to what is going on behind the scenes 
of the brave anti-Imperialist struggles of our liberated people and ignoring 
the les@eon of ite shameful defeats in Vietnam, Ethiopia, Angole, and South 
\frica, at the head of the reactionary black circles, launched a vast can- 
oaign from warious arenas against our country, people, and revolution, 


y raising the so-called "Afghanistan Question,” from the U.N". General 

\seenbly and Security Council to the Islamabad Conference and, finally, from 
vare collusion in behind-the-scenes deals to the clear fabrications re- 
‘arding the need to muarantee the neutrality of Afghanistan, this blood- 
cirsty monster launched an undeclared var against our homeland with these 
‘tile and fruitless efforts. 


yreoter, the involvement of American Imperialiam in the bloody conspiracies 

ite spies and servants vho were sent from Pakistani territory to our 
omtry ie so obvious that its humanitarian end peace-seeking cries and 
oute! can never conceal that involvement from view. 


* People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, the Government, and al] our 
vressive and patriotic forces, which have « clear picture of the motives 
| deceitful cries and shouts of Imperialiam and its wicked cohorts re- 

orcing revolutionary Afghanistan, will prosecute firmly and forcefully from 














etification of the glorious Thawr Revolution, the relentless battle 
against the aggressive activities and evil plots of Imperialiam ana its 
crum>-eatere,. 


ev 


“he Armed Forces and the Security Forces of the country, these guardians of 
the freedom, peace, and security of our people, are giving a decisive and 
shattering response to the aggressors and conspiritors whose aim is to de- 
orive the people of freedom and to disrupt the social order, no matter what 
“hey may call it. 


As babrak Karmal, the Secretary General of the Central Committee of the 
-eople's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, Chairman of the Revolutionary 
jouncil,and Prime Minister eaid in his recent New Year's statement: 


‘world Imperialism under the leadership of American Imperialism, regional 
ind world reactionism, and the Chinese expansionists, who have seen their 
“ilthy plane frustrated by the persistent struggles of the people of 
Afghanistan and the temporary presence of limited segments of the Armed 
Forces of the Soviet Union, on the one hand have launched poisonous, hyster- 
ical, false, and insane propaganda campaigns against our revolution and, on 
the other hand, are using Pakistan as the base for aggressive and subversive 
activities against Afghanistan.....it should be clear to everyone that the 
Party, Government, Armed Forces, and Security Forces of our country will not 
srmit anyone to extend hie bloody hand to the life, property, spirit, and 
poner of our beloved homeland, Afghanistan, under any pretext." 


The time when Imperialism could trifle with the fate of our people by ex- 
ploitine their emotions and sacred convictions has pessed, Today, our tor- 
mented people, who had been flogged by the whip of despotism and Imperialisn 
for so many years, enjoy the assistance of an experienced party, revolution- 
ary covernment and Liberation Army and the soliderity of the freedom-loving 
oeople throughout the world, and they have a profound knowledge of the 
nature of Imperialism and ite partners in crime. 


Therefore, the black, artificial clounds that Messrs. Carter, Sadat, and 
Segin and their cohorts have lifted into the atmosphere to conceal their 
»riminal acta and remain firmly in power can never block the shining of 
the brilliant sun that, right now,in revolutionary Afghanistan, is melting 
the ice, illuminating the darimess, and exterminating the sly microbes. 


Sk: £902 
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IRAN 


DEN PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE CALLS FOR ANTI-AMERICAN SOLIDARITY 


fehran MARDOM in Persian 9 Apr 80 p l 


iArcicle: “Following the Guidance of the Bmam and the Revolutionary 


uncil's Declaration, We Must All Be United in the Struggle of Destiny 
gainost American Loperialism''/ 


fexat/ Fellow citizens! The great anti-imperialist, democratic popular 
revolution of Iran has entered a new stage. Treacherous American imperi- 
1\ism has removed the mask of hypocrisy from its detestable, inhuman face 

y cotting off diplomatic relations with [ran and announcing an economic 
»oycott of our country. This archcrimine! felon once again has shown that 

is the basic enemy of our revolution, ovr people and our country. 

American imperialism has threatened to take further punitive measures if 
ne Islamic Republic of Iran does not give in to its will. At present a 
-reat force of American warships equipped with hundreds of bombers and 
armed with air to ground missiles is concentrated in the waters surround- 
ing Iran, the Sea of Oman and the Persian Gulf. In some southern Persian 
ulf countries, units of the American “rapid response" force are located, 
armed with tanks, rockets and other offensive weapons. America has at its 
\isposal a system of military bases in countries bordering Iran which are 
inder American dominance. Transgressions by the Ba'thist government of 
.raq on Iranian border areas must be considered indirect aggression by 
America. The conspiratorial operations of the American Central Intelli- 
sence Agency (CIA), whether direct or through hirelings of the cloth of 
Nohemmad Reza Pahlavi, Zahedi, Bakatiar, Palizvan, Oveysi and others, have 
intensified. inside the country, the counterrevolution, with the aid of 

e CIA and remmanct SAVAK personnel, has increased the intensity of its 

‘age activities. In a word, the revolution is in danger. 


“nem Khomeyni, the leader of the Iranian revolution, who has always con 
red the danger of the basic enemy of our revolution and our people 
‘spicactously and categorically to be American imperialism, has repeat- 
pointed out the need for “unity of speech" in coping with this basic 
y. It is a source of great joy that the Revolutionary Council has also 


oted out, in its declaration, while giving special attention to the 
re of the ereat satan America: 











‘The nation must be totally mobilized and must defend its honor, existence 
and its revolutionary country. The political wings must forget cCheir ecoup 
matters and big and emall differences and become aware that any movement 
arising from the selfishness of factionalism could cause the united ranks 
of the people to be fragmented and disoriented--a calamity which the Iran 
ian nation and its future hietory will never tolerate." 


The Tudeh Party of Iran, wh following its basic revolutionary platform 
ind realizing its heavy responsibility vis-a-vis the people and the revolu 
(ion, has always supported the unity of all proper revolutionary forces 

and the united front of the people, and is supporting them, has put, and is 
putting all its forces to work for the sake of their attainment, sincerely 
and truly greets the guidance of the leader of the revolution, Emam Khomeyni, 
and the demand of the Revolutionary Council that differences and disputes 

be put aside so that all the people may be mobilized in the tace of the 

great danger threatening our revolut! o ‘rom American imperialism and its 
agents. 


Yes, the triumphant people of Iran have the ‘er to eliminate this danger, 
on condition that they act in solidarity «* one body. All existing dis- 
putes and all aspects of differences of behavior, ideology and politics 
among groups, parcies and organizations must be put to the side, and all 
cae people of Iran, all the revolutionary forces of iran, must be mobilized 
(2 a upited frone of struggle under the decisive, implacable leadership of 
asa Khomeyni, the leader of the Iranian revolution, against the common 
enemy, the criminal America. This is the pressing need of the day. Every 
step, tor whatever reason or pretext, taken by anyone to fragment the 
proper forces of the revolution, is aid to the counterrevolution, aid to 
Awerican imperialism. Revival of "unity of speech" is the weapon and guar- 
antor of victory. With the texted, experienced weapon of unity and the un 
animous uprising of the masses of the millions of people, one must embark 
on a just war against bestial American imperialism and inflict a disgrace- 
ful defeat upon it. 


Relying upon the unity and solidarity of the people and proper revolution- 
ary political forces, one must unsctintingly proceed to sever all existing 
roots of dependency on American imperialism. To this end, revolutionary 
plans must be set down without the least delay or passage of time. Besides 
purging and rapidly rebuilding the government apparatus--in particular the 
army and the other armed forces--the two major socio-economic bases of im- 
perialism, that is, big dependent capitalism and big landownership, mist 
ve destroyed. All the one-sided agreements imperialism has imposed on our 
country must be declared void. The principle cited in the constitution 
cezarding the nationalization of foreign trade must be carried out. All 
easures taken in regard to cutting off dependence on imperialism in a 
strengthening of the roots of the revolution, a strengthening of the move- 
nent and the revolutionary zeal of the masses of millions of people and, 
as a consequence, a strengthening of the front of revolutionary combat and 
a weakening of che front of the enemy of the revolution. 





) the international scene, one must proceed to outfit and mobilize all 
anti-imperialist forces, which naturally are partisans of the Iranian rev- 
‘lution and proponents of its triumph. To this end, one must be effective 
and active. American imperialism ie crying on the international stage to 
versuade all its allies in the imperialist world and all countries and 
forces under its power in the area of the Middle Bast and Asia to act 
against the Iranian revolution, We, in exchange, must persuade the entire 

ront of anti-impertalist countries and forces to act on behalf of the 

canian revolution. This front is broad and potent and is composed of the 
socialiet countries, the newly independent anti-imperialist countries, gen- 
ine liberation movements, and the forces seeking independence and freedom 

, the countries dominated by imperialism. Let the cry “hands off the 


ranian revolution" fill the skies of the world the way “hands off Vietnam" 
id, 


ne force supported by this can sever the chains of dependence of our 

vuntry on rapacious, bloodsucking American imperialism; the force sup- 
‘orted by this can mobilize the world anti-imperialist front on behalf of 
che Iranian revolution; and this is the united solidarity of our people, 
‘he guarantee of the unity of the proper revolutionary forces of our country, 
mn the battle with the sharp-fanged rabid wolf of American imperialism. 


"he revolution is in danger. It must be saved. American imperialism, the 
rafty, plundering, criminal enemy of our revolution, has decided to de- 
troy the revolution. It must be defeated. 


yveryone together in the front for the battle of destiny against American 
_operialism! 


Everyone together in the front of the struggle to guarantee the final vic- 
cory of the anti-imperialist, democratic popular revolution of our beloved, 
»ppressed nation Iran! 
{th a united struggle, we will be victorious! 

Central Committee 


Tudeh Party of Iran 


8 April 1980 


(1887 
CSO: 4906 











OUTLINE ANTL=<AME RICAN POSITIONS 
feneen MEYHAN in Persian 9 Apr 80 p li 


Acticle: “Recommendations of Parties and Groups for Coping wil) American 
omnemic Boycott and Militery Threat"/ 


Excerpts following the severance of relations between iran 

and America, imam Khomeyni's message on the struggle with American imperi 

aiiem and the acceptance of this severance of relations by the parties, o: 

sanizations and political groups (since the struggle with world imperialior 
der the leadership of the Satanic America is pursuing « new trend), KEY) 
Lied che parties and politicel organizations concerning the means of 

steuggie, the role of officials and the duty of the masses of the people. 

de hope that a8 we present the sometimes differing views of the parties 

and organizetions, the triumphant Iranian people will rise to the struggie 

with sore thorough preperation in their battle against imperialiom. 


KEYHAN's political service considers it scessery to explain that it tried 
fo get in contact with all parties, groups and organizations and that what 
you read is the view of that group of parties and organizations to which 
access was possibie. 


Nine Dutles in the View of JAMA 


‘AMA (the Revolutionary Movement of the Mosiem People of Iran) declared 

ts views on this subject as follows, in the course of 4 communique: ‘The 
archcriminal government of America has proceeded to sever diplomatic rela 
tions with Iran because of the failure of the deception it had practiced 

») free the hostages. The severance of ali dependence on world imperial 
lem woe the hope of all the people of Iran, w.9. suffered for years as a 
consequence of the destructive economic and politica! dominance of American 
imperialism. The imam's proper and revolutionary decision regarding the 
hostages, which vitieted ali forme of vacillation and indecision by the 
wings of accommodation, turned Carter's idea, which was progressing in the 
lirection of fragmentation and disruption in Iran, into mere writing on 
weter in expectation of that. Let the American government, which has 
atievousiy failed on the subject of the hostages and the progress of the 














: 


ic revelution of Llran and whose prestige, based on ite force and its 
tal, hae been trampled underfoot, express ite anger through 4 total 
nomie Blockade of Iran and the exertion of international pressure on 


« [fanian government and people. The people of Lran must prepare them 


es through strength to confront the long and final struggle with arch: 


ciolnal American loperiallem and to make a model of ite genuine [alamic 


ition for the oppressed, downtrodden nations of the world, Therefore, 
h a proper evaluation of the guidances of the leader of the revolu: 
who hae clarified the outlines of the etrugele with America for the 
e, we recommend 


rmation of a4 united cabinet ot genuine revolut Lonary forces and con 
ation of power in that cabinet ’. Formation of local councils and 
ee Committees for the general mobilization and formation of a 20-mil 
mn army through popular councils. 3. Formation of @ great congress 
representetivese of all genuine forces to eliminate differences within 
vordere and arrive at a united, pract.cal manifesto regarding the 
seie with tmperialiam. 4. Mobilization of all factories and villages 
mh the consultative system and raising the level of production throne 


yvetoment capital investment and the estabilehment of distribution cooper 


re * Turning foreian trade over to the government with direct gov- 
ent capital Lavestment and limiting the diversity of goods for minimum 
mption through distribution cooperatives. 6. Determination of a 
sr foreien policy and expansion of our relations with friendly and down 
n countrles ), Codification of economic culturel programs toward 
of completely eliminating the effects of feudalieom by untformly 
‘shing cooperative ownership throughout the villages and factories 
‘prehensive cuitur@l activity throw, the use of all media to raise 
el of awareness of the masses and L\itiecally educate the people 
areeter production and less consumption ’. The duty of the masses 
(Oo participate in general mobilization for literacy inetruction, reduc- 
of consumption, raising of pratuction, avoidance of hoarding, preser- 
n of solidarity, and support for the leadership of the revolution. 
the [Iranian people's struggle againet teperiellem under the leadership 
Emam Fhomeyni, and the unity of the eenuine revolutionary forces in the 
geie aveinst American imperiaiis Se etrone, and may the conspiracies 
‘he international devastators and ploundererse be extirpated. 


mmendations of the Movement f Pightine Moslems 


an hae declared the view of the Movement of Fighting Moslems to be 
|lowtine 


ofrontine these threats, we must act in accordance with the three 
eande declared by the emam when (he spy sest was occupied. In the 
t stage, formation of a 20-million man army, but with @ true content, 
» the form of slogans and television spectacles, in the sense that 
commend that mobilization and resistance units come into being at 
stage in the factory, the school, the village, the office, the 














a coity and overty place whose function will be to provide the peupie 
Laty tne .ftuction and assume the delenee of Chelf organi#fation of oe 
in the face of all countefrevolutlonary procedures and forelan (nrea: 


The second command is the matter of economic mobilization, in the sense 
‘hat Cheese unite must try to inetruct the people to produce, reduce con: 
sumption, bring consumption to @ minimum and avoid storing up foodatulfe 
and other requiremente, 


Another tasue te to increase production for basic cequirements, It te 
Clear that masse mobilization for production and the attainmenc of sel! 
suflictency require the performance of two other basic functions as well 

n the fleid of agriculture, the elimination of feudal ownership, the ac 
celeration of implementation of the land reform plan and the grant of land 
aod cultivation accessories to the peasants and the masses who go to the 
rural areas and terme for agricultural praduction. Second, it te in the 
field of production thet dependent capitaliom and the ownership of assemb! 
‘oduetries must be eliminated; the masses of the workers must be mobilized 
(eo work in local industries, national industries and expanded repair shops 
domestically, and the necessary resources must be placed at their disposal 
Lixewlse, the revival of literacy inetruction must accompany political and 
cultural education in the entire country so that the awareness of the 


sees of the people regarding the nature of imperiaiism, the subject of 
lefer and production and consumption may rise. Therefore the country's 
ot. icials must put the system of councils into operation in @ practical 
fasion in order to bring this mobilization about. 
The Combatants of the Islamic Revolution 


The firet duty of the government is to create unity and harmony with- 
‘o tieself and for everyone to move behind the emam witout any weakness 

fear of American threats. In thie moment of time, when our revolution 
ie proceeding to sever the power of all superpowers, the most important 
dut f the government is to try to make the government end the country 

sufficient in the two fields of industry and agriculture. In connec 

‘ion with tadustry, since it is possible that all the countries under the 
oitlwenee of America, that is, the Western imperialists, will boycott 
ten, the government must try and endeavor to strengthen traditional in- 
justries further. in the sphere of agriculture, it must provide a seif- 
suttletent agriculture @s8 soon a8 possible by allocating adequate budgets 
‘or the use of revolutionary manpower and present plans regarding agri- 

rvre 


in Ccommection with the role of the people, the first question is unity. 
Since the first stage of the revolution, that of unity and Islamic values. 
“ae victorious, we must try es hard as possible to create that. The 
second question ts the fact that in this sensitive moment every Iranian 
ood Moslem must make the effort to produce and work more and in exchange 
consume and expect less and prepare himseif for every kind of hardship 














liffieulty in thie regard he quest categorically expel every kind of 
ement whieh hae the tatention f fFeachion accommedation or te apeainet 
e revolulton of tone progtam of the emam of the nation, 


NOly Warrtors of the Peopie “ e Wiale Lontinuation of the 


' J F , “ ' j r ) J J ‘@ = 


eid! AbDeleheaml, member of the Central Stalt of the Holy Warriors of the 
i@, has placed the following statement at KEYHAN's disposal 


we pay attention to the @ocial and polltical realities of our society, 

will Gleaetly reallee that the ettugele against American toperiaiionm is 
way 4 sieple eiogan bul springs (rom the essence of the realities of 

society a8 4 pressing need and divine and human duty. From tomedtate- 

after the uprising, and even before it, we have repeatedly been stress: 

(he struggle @painet American imperiali en In the past thie did not 

ase the taste of many people, it ariees, and arose, from the perception 
ie facet, 


suree many people are sow speaking of the struggle against imperialis: 

atediv:; even thoee who at one point were seeking an understanding and 

~modatton between the revolution and the American generals have now 
mverted into super enti-imperialier: However, it is natural that 
vinde of harmonious cries with the «‘ruggle against iepertaitiom will 
be eble to reach the true depths of Periai.ien anc attain «a proper 


~ption of the reaiity of the matter ne point is that in order to 
e the strugele @gainet ‘eperialia Stinately, tt is necesrary at 
wuteet to tdentity end onderetand it »perly end determine the com 
and meceeesities arieloen from tt, thout thte sincerity or at 
' loyalty to antl-ieperialist appeais will in no way be possibie. in 
event @ proper, @8sential St fugel@ a@eainet American imperiaiisgm is 
secuted obsetinately, it is to be taken for eranted that not only will 
eeibie te efteng acainet the o 2 i. conep. facies and attacks 
ni ione 6Gtanding, bicodsucking enemy ' the revolution, but the solu 
t any pr lems of the fr t ding domestic problems, will 
me easy in the context of « 8 sttugale Essentially, the continue 
and survival of the rev ti with «a _te Slesesed espects, is 
saved to euch a struggle Again, though, if one contents oneself with 
amd siogans, and if even o casion stepe are taken or are consid 
legitimate which are precisely at variance with the loyalty to the 
ente and evieencies of a t 4. strope @ against imperialism, we 
naetufa@iiy acnieve oo ree vits 
Party of iran 


ntral remittee of the Tudeh Party of iran, referring to the sever 
{ America’s diplomatic relations with Iran, the declaration of the 
yoveott of the country, the concentration of American vaerships in 
Persian Culf, and America’s indirect aeveression, through the Ba‘ thist 











erneent ef iraq, in the central @reas of the country, 548 afaian pointes 


ut the seed for “unity of speech” and tormation of a “united popuiel 

iro 1) ofder LO Cfuseh American iaperiailem, 
ite proclamation, the Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of iran, sup 
ried by the iman's repeated emphasis on the need for unity of speech and 


the alement of the Revolutionary Councii which hes stressed the necesait 
mpiete modbliizaetion of the people in the struggle against Americe, 
ae ‘eciared ite readiness to support the federation of 4.) proper ievoiu 

‘lonaty forces and the united popular front and demands the immediate sev: 

erance of @il forme of dependence on American inperialiem under the aegie 

of thie unity end solidarity. 


The Tudeh Party, to attain this demand, considers necessary the inp lemen- 
tation of such revoluttonary programs @8 the purge and rapid reconstruc: 
tion of Che government system, especially the army and the other armed 
forces, the destruction of the two basic socio-economic foundations of in 
eriailem, that te, bie dependent capitalism and big landowning capitalien, 
the abrogation of all agreements with America, the implementation of the 
principle of nationalization in foreign trade, the strengthening of the 
roots of the revolution, the strengthening of the passionate revolutionary 
sovement of the masses of the millions of people, and, a8 4 consequence, 
rengthening of the front of revolutionary strugeie and the weakening 
ff toe enemy front. It has also supported the demand for equipping and 
ooLlietng @il @ntt-imperialist forces on the side of the lraniten revo): 
fion on the internationg@i stare. 


he Tudeh Party believes that all enti-imperialist countries and forces 

sisting of ail socialiet countries, newly independent, anti- imperialist 
countries, genuine freedom-loving movements, and movements of liberation 
and todependence in countries under Americen dominance, must be moved to 
action on behalf of the Iranian revolution. 
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[MPERLALISM'S ROLE IN INCREASING DOMESTIC STRIFE BARED 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 7 Apr 80 pp i, 2 


Article: “Intensifying Discontent le Part of American Laperialian's 
Scheme Against che Revolution"/ 


Text tran's revolution is passing through sensitive, sometimes painful 
coments. The destiny of our revolution, because of the dark clouds which 
rave formed in « eky overflowing with its generosity, self-sacrifice, 

nity and obstinate struggle, is in «a complex and at times dangerous state. 
it te the reeponeibility of all revolutionaries and progressives, ali 
people who love Iran and all people who love aan, in these delicate and 
dangerous moments, to confront imperialier's counterrevolutionary intrigues 
and eacte of eabotage, under the leadersh + of America and the leftovers of 
the former regime, give warning of mistabes and deviations, and scatter 

the dark «loude. 


One intricete, sensitive field of action against the revolution is the de- 
l\iberate creation of discontent among the people, through exploitation of 
stepe and measures which are taken erroneously or mistekeniy end in prac 
tice create discontent. 


Our people's revolution hes been «a lofty example of « revolution which 
took piece with the perticipation of the masses of millions of people and 
was triuephent through their united power. If this masse of people should 
yecome discontent, should lose hope, should consider that its hopes heave 
vanished, it will at least become introverted and consider further activ- 
ity and participation to be of no use. In this event, the basic pillar of 
our revolution will be destroyed and counterrevolution will have reached 
the moet viteil fortress of our revolution. 


Alongside political-military measures, poiitical-economic measures, vari- 
ous activities in the field of foreign policy and the sowing of dissension 
domestically, one of the main techniques of American imperialisom and its 
domestic agente is to create discontent. The more widespread the discon- 
tent becomes, the more the masses become disillusioned and plunged into 
despair. From within, discontent, like a festering ulcer, destroys 
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revolutioner zeal, revolutionary participation and readiness to sacrifice 
and defend, The discontent is promoted by counterrevoiutionary elements, 
ite factore are prepered (of course thie is clear from the enemy's side) 
and it aleo comes into being by official figures who are involved through 
negligence, mistakes and narrow vieton (which of course La# a cause of 
regret). 


The basic, principle realms of people's discontent arise in the first place 
from economic matters. No one expects these matters to be resolved over: 
might, but, in any event, the general outlines of their solution must ve 
and can be determined, the {iret steps toward these outlines must and can 
be taken, and @ practical, clear, specific plan for the tuture for them 
muet de presented. Three major, tormenting issues--unemployment, high 
prices and housing--can be placed at the head of these types of problem 
which, if not solved, will create discontent. These matters, with which 
the gteat majority of the masses of the people has become afflicted, have 
not only not been solved, and @ solution to them has not become known-- 
they have even become intensified. 


The reason for the intensification of unemployment, the intensification of 
nigh prices and the intensification of the housing crisis lies on the one 
vand in acts of sabotage by dependents of the previous regime and agents 
of imperialism and on the other hand in the absence of a specific plan by 
those tn charge of affaire and the absence of immediate, practice! and ef- 
fective measures. 


These serious watters do not concern @ number of satanic people or @ hand- 
ful of comfortable, wealthy people. These people have taken and eaten so 
eoch that if serious decisions are taken to confiscate and regain the 
rights of the oppressed they will be able to live at their same demonic 
eve| tor years and years. These issues are related to the destitute, the 
ailed low classes of society, and also to the middle classes. They 
are related to millions of Irantans who have made revolution and expect 
the revolution to solve the intense problems of the country end themselves. 
Me st not permit these millions or the great force of the revolution, 
i@ the very force of those masses of people, to become discontent. 


nemployment is a tormenting curse. Sy closing factories, by not sending 
primary materiais, by sabotage and acts of disruption, dependent capital- 
sts, and the dependents of the previous regime, are aggravating it delib- 
ately fy the president's estimate, ©0 percent of the capacity of the 
domestic factories is idle. The tens of thousands of half-finished build- 
ings are an indication of the deliberate stagnation to which construction 
activities »ave been broveht. Tens of thousands of vendors and itinerant 
ecclers who are engaged in totally unproductive activities have for this 
reason turned to “free wage-earning” and have no “permanent work." Tens 
thousands of kilometers of dirt and broken-down roads are waiting for 
« ares of workers. Some millions of hungry stomachs and open mouths 
ace waiting for family breadwinners to find work. Nobody knows the real 











eop loymen: Laure. Nowever, Che rapid rise in thie figure is @ serious 
janger in making the people discontent, 


a) peices are another great curse. As the well known saying has it, 
ching can prevent the eating of (ruit and vegetables and shoes and cloth: 
» Of course -agalo as regards these mililons of people who are the 
pe of the cevelution and whose hope te the revolution a8 well--not every 
ve te prey to the monster of high prices. Wholesale merchants, big mid- 
‘emen, dependent capitalists, and powerful circles will not be destroyed 

thie demon ae long as they exiet and are active, They exist and are 
iTlovsely active. Alongside the deep economic reasons tor the high prices, 
ney are both hoarding and committing acts of sabotage and profiteering. 

“ne blinding, enraging smoke of high prices does not turn toward the rich. 

‘hele fleas do not bite them. Again, it is the army of the revolution 

eoleh te injured and whose bare subsistence is declining. 


ousing is another ereat ailment, and the continued crisis in housing is 
‘nother source of the discontent of the masse of the people. Much telk has 
een made, contradictory promises have been given, and different respon: 

) ble organizations have also risen up in competition with one another, 

ut in the meantime none of the people's afflictions have been cured. Not 
niy hae what could have been done in | year not been done, but « precise 
lan and specific program which could show the people the clear horizon of 
ve solution gradually and in accordance with possibilities has not been 
sresented either. This matter is not a problem for any wealthy person, 

an of influence or haughty individual. Fach of these has several homes. 
t is for millions of people from the struggling and middle class that the 
roblem of being without housing is a great curse and the rencel of dweil- 
ee is crushing. It te these millions of people who are suffering from 
‘he intensity of the housing crisis and are becoming discontent because 

© serious, effective step has been taken to alleviate it. 


eho can ignore that the continued intensification of unemployment and high 
rices and the housing crisis is causing the diecontent of the maximum 
mber of toiling people and is diminishing the power of our revolution 
and its ability to confront counterrevolutionary conspiracies? 


sho can fall to see that ieperiaiiss has prepared a conspiracy against 
progressive or revolutionary forces everywhere and has first taken the 
itletive of making the people discontent and eliminating their popular 


aa 


the recent Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran proclamation, 


se aspect of Che comprehensive scheme of imperialism was appraised as 
li lows 


The destruction and paralysis of all activities, especially the domestic 
nomy, in order to intensify the discontent of the people in all fields." 
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ces, the creation of discontent and the weakening of (the ase of the 
people's belief and faith in the revolution ia one aspect of imperlallem's 
schemes against our revolution, Our party's warning ie serious and it te 
proper chat tt should be taken seriously. 


s discontent does not only have economic roots. it can also result from 

e politteal atmosphere and the fruit of measures and conduct belnye Gx: 
‘rted in thie field, The millions of people of differing beilefs and ways 
f lite who participated in the revolution with a eingie heart and sou! are 
‘iecontent over the fact that serious attempts are being made #0 that a 
ne-sided monopoliem may dominate the political climate of the country. 


‘‘llione of people who participated, with all thie passion and self-sacri- 
tfiee, tm eteikes, parades and demonstrations are discontent to witness 
tolations and fraudulent acts in the first elections to the National Cor 
sultative Council. They expected that the unity of all groups and ways of 
ite, the federation of all diverse forces on behalf of an independent, 
free, developed Iran against imperialism, led by American imperialism and 
its agents, would continue, but, when they realized that such was not the 
climate dominating the country's political environment, the number of vort- 
ere dropped from April of last year to this March to less than half, and, 
while were than 20 million people voted for the islamic Republic of iran, 
© cepcesentatives of the National Consultative Assemoly, by the presi 


tent 'e eecimace, will have received the votes of about 5 million people. 


Since these phenomena of political discontent, together with the disil 
\usionments arising from the method of publicity and cultucal matters, che 
operating procedure of the radio and television, and the quest for uniform- 
ity and monopolization and deviation and conformism dominating them, are 
fundamental and basic, this means that the discontent arising from the 
economic situation, primarily from unemployment, high prices and the hous- 
ine cetletls, are increasing. 


Discontent, and its injurious consequences, ere a part of the dark gloomy 

vuds which at the present moment are placing the completion of the revo- 
‘ution tn danger and preparing the ground for the activity of counter- 
revolution. 


One cannot be neediess of these phenomena. One must face these phenomena 
ip @ serious fashion through precise, determined plan and effective, prac- 
ca. spasuTes 
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IRAN 


KREVOLUTLONARY COUNCIL RESPONDS TO BOYCOTT, RIOTS 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 19 Apr 50 p lL2 


Article: "“Qotbeadeh: We Are Also Facing America's Naval Blockade"/ 





Text At the conclusion of Thursday evening's session of the Revolution- 
ary Council, Sadeq Qotbezadeh, the minister of foreign affairs, declared 
‘We will resist ali forme of economic deprivation.” 


in Texare to the probability of a cutoff of foodstuffs and medicines by 
America, Qothzadeh said “This cannot be a problem for us. We are follow- 
.ne our definitive overall policy and have been waiting for this kind of 
thine. Naturally, some problems are being created but the people of our 
ation ere wholly prepared to resist.” 


e added “With the information we have it does not seem that the slightest 
mfort will be created for our people for at least the next 6 months." 


Regarding the Likelihood of a naval blockade of Iran by America, he said 
‘So far we have received no information on this subject but in any event, 
.f they try to impose a naval blockade on us, we will also face it. Essen- 
‘tally, the Ministry of Forelen Affairs was more or less aware of the mat- 
ter 2 months ago and predicted this subject. To a large degree, the neces- 
sary provisions have been made on how we should face these matters and we 
have [o a very laree extent been successful in having the elements we 
should in various places and in acting. For this reason, following the 
leclaration of the cutoff of relations, I flatly stated that we have no 
problems in any sphere, or, in other words, this kind of decision by the 
American sovernment will not make the slightest change in our decisions 

r our will regarding the struggle.” He added, “They ought to have an- 
nounced the deprivation of foodstuffs and medicines a week ago but now if 
they do so it will bring about no changes in our continued activity along 
the road of resistance and struggle.” 


tesarding statements by Zaki Yamani, Saudi Arabia's oil minister, the min- 
ster of foreign affairs said "Mr Yamani should not dictate the Soviet 
Jnion's intent to us. As TI have said many times, we will not permit any- 
me on the surface of the earth to absorb any spot on our territory into 
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ie territory; if so, God forbid, a foreign policy will be implemented in 
area. Therefore if anyone is anxious about the Soviet Union's future 

statue in iran, it would be proper for him to be anxious about his own 

future, 


sceOrcing to the same report, Dr Hasan Habibi, spokesman of the Revolutlor 


ary Council, also told newsmen at the conslusion of this session, about 
conditions in the universities: "I am basically opposed to disturbances 
mn che untversities.'" He made no further statements on the matter. 


\t the conclusion of this session Hojjatoleslam Bahonar also told newsmen 
eegarding the condition of the universities "What exists is the principle 
of the need for a radical change in the status of the universities, a 
hange of system and creation of a broad revolutionary culture. Unfortun- 
ately this job was not carried out in the past and the realities of the 
iniversities, from the standpoint of the contents of curricula and from 
the standpoint of the system, are in no way in keeping with the capacity 
of the revolution and the social requirements of our revolution. Thus, 
this subject must take priority. However, the subject of whether in the 
process of having the universities open it is not possible to make a basic 
change in the curriculum should be looked into; it would be better for the 
universities to be shut down awhile so that it will be possible to take 
teps (0 change the system properly.’ Regarding the recent disturbance in 
‘he un veretties, he stated, "First it is necessary to seek out the origin: 
of the matter; these matters are the specifics of the case. If, since the 
issue of changing the system is necessary, this type of conflict is natural, 
[ think the best way to avoid conflicts is for a clear, decisive decision 
to be proclaimed so that che university can start its work calmly in accora- 
ance with that decision and set forth its radical change for the future, 
or start its shutdown and continue this activity. In any event, the 
principle of the existence of a swift revolutionary process requires this 
xind of closing of ranks, difference of viewpoint, and difference of opin 
ion, but we are certainly in no way the proponents of disturbance, conilic: 
and clashes and we must be able to put an end to this conflict with a clear 
‘ecision which is to the benefit of the revolution and is oriented toward 
ne fundamental goal of the Islamic revolution." 


11887 





16 








IRAN 


PRESIDENT REVIEWS PROBLEMS OF KHUZESTAN 
ehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Apr 80 pp ll 
Article: “The Shipping Companies Are on the Verge of Bankruptcy"/ 


Text/ Yesterday the problems and issues of the governors of shahrestans 


city region} in the Ostan [province] of Khuzestan were examined at a meet- 
ng attended by our country's President Abol Hasan Bani Sadr in Ahvaz. 


faking part in this meeting, which lasted from 1100 hours in the morning 
yesterday to 1345 heurs ot the Ahvaz Oil Club, were the Governor General 
of Khuzestan, the li governors of that ostan's shahrestans, the heads of 
the governor general's offices and some members of revolutionary organs. 


At the start of this meeting, the administrative system governing the ostan 
9 connection with the work of the governorships was discussed; some gov- 

ernors addressed themselves to matters in this regard and also made criti- 
ciems on some issues to which the governor general of Khuzestan responded. 


Tnis report states that the Governors of Khorramshahr, Abadan, Dezful, 
Mas jed-e Soleyman, Ramhormoz, Dasht-e Azadegan and Behbehan raised issues 
related to questions of their areas of jurisdiction. 


The Governor of Dasht-e Azadegan, explaining problems in his area, referred 
to greater attention to the issue of agriculture in Dasht-e Azadegan and 
raised the matter of the flood and losses to main roads and housing arising 
from thet. 


ne Governor of Khorramshahr, referring to the economic status of the port 
of Khorramshahr, said “Sefore the revolution, 18,000 tons of goods entered 
this port every day; this figure has now dropped to 3,000 tons per day. 

in connection with this subject, some people are now being paid but not 
working; the government's policy in this field must be made clear since 
the shipping companies are on the verge of bankruptcy." He also said, 
‘Last year 80,000 tons of the date crop were purchased by the government 
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and it is predicted that this crop will come to more than 100,000 tons 
this year. Thought must be given as of now to the prompt purchase of the 
date crop.” 


In stressing the need for greater attention to the Subdistricts of Shadegan 
and Minu Island, he mentioned the need for implementation of short~ and 
Long term programs in the Shahrestan of Khorramshahr and considered that 
measures to absorb the unemployed were part of the short-range programs. 


in his statement, the Governor of Khorramshahr added, "The zealous tribes 
of Knorramshahr are cequesting a meeting with the presidency in order to 
proclaim again their self-sacrifice and defense of the country's borders." 


Following a presentation of the governors’ problems, Dr Abdol Hasan Bani 
Sadr, the president, spoke about the relations between the governor gen- 
eral and the governors, in response to the questions raised by the gov- 
ernors, and said, The governor is the most trustworthy person in each 
region and so is the governor general, on a broader scale," 


While pointing out that the governors must perform their activity in the 
desired fashion and that persons who have no responsibility should not be 
assigned by the governor general to intervene in their activity, Abol Hasan 
Bani Sedr affirmed the conduct of investigations by the governor general's 
representatives and said, "As the governor general is the supervisor of 

che eovernors' work, so must the governors be the supervisors of the lieu- 
tenant governors’ work." 


Stressing unity of leadership, our country's president said, "This unity 
is one of the necessary attributes of the progress of all ordinary and rev- 
olutionary movement. Decisions must be taken in a group fashion and must 
be carried out in a united manner." 


in explaining the meaning of the word 'governor,“ Bani Sadr said, "As is 
clear from its definition, the governor must eliminate corruption in the 
urisdiction of his activity." He emphasized, "The executive position is 
not an intermediary one or that of a go-between.'' Disruptions in positions 
were another of the matters Dr Bani Sadr referred to, stating "One great 
mistorctune is in regimes whose approach and connection is not known. One 
cannot appoint an official every day or change an official every day; if a 
governor is replaced every day, and in particular if stability does not 
exist, one will give in to every group. Therefore stability is necessary 
and one must try to eliminate mistakes and offer guidance and direction by 
showing the way. What are satanic are relationships, not people, and abil- 
ities must be put to work in a sound regime." 


In another portion of his statement, in regard to port problems, Dr Bani 
Sadr said, "If we do not want to open the doors, inflation will arise, and 
if we do want to open them, then no place will remain for domestic products. 
Thus the solution is for us to turn the current budgets into development 
and production budgets." 
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Reterring to his visit to the Karun Growing and Processing Plant yesterday, 
Bani Sadr said "It you have unemployed workers in Khorramshahr, use them 
in the growing and processing area so that the sugar cane which has been 
planted will not be lost. The governors exist for situations of thie kind, 
to examine what they have in their regions and what problems are the ob- 
ject of their need at their meetings and coordinate activities in such a 


way that no work remains undone; this coordination can also be expanded to 
other areas." 


A point that Dr Bani Sadr mentioned, "The revolutionary is the person whose 
service is in behalf of the Islamic government. You must offer this ser- 
vice in every area, including operating the prefabricated housing factor- 
ies you have, so that you do not throw them away. Of course, this whole 
place needs proper management." At the conclusion of his statements our 
country's president considered Khuzestan to be the "lungs" of LIran--"'on 

the one hand, oil is its export and on the other hand its ports are ‘he 
site of imports. Therefore there is no room here for you to try to work 


in isolation. You all know the enemy's work is coordinated and prepared 
to strike.” 


L188/ 
CSO: 4906 
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LRAN 


PRESIDENT EXAMINES KHUZESTAN SECURITY PROBLEMS 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 17 Apr 80 p 12 


Article: “On the Last Day of the President's Visit to Khuzestan, 
Khuzestan's Security Matters Were Investigated in the Presence of Bani 
Sadr"/ 


‘Text’ President Bani Sadr. continuing his visit of Khuzestan, declared 
at a meeting with Karun Growing and Processing workers “Land reform laws 
nave been ratified, and a seven-man committee is working so that land may 
» civen to everyone and when water and land are given out no one in 
Khuzestan will remain unemployed.” Khuzestan's security problems were al- 
so tovestigated at a meeting with the president in attendance; at this 
meeting, the president, referring to the need to carry out development and 
production plans and put capital to work in agricultural and productive 
plans, said “There are 33,000 hectares of land here; this land must be 
cultivated and you and we must join hands and work so that our country may 
have production and so we also may be free of want.” 


The president then once again referred to the need to increase Labor and 
activity and said “If you perform this work, we wil: ‘#.e a nation. If 
you do sot, we will fall under foreign domination again and will have 
nothing.” 


Pointing out that a number of people under the previous regime consumed 
everything and left, and that if there is no production prices will rise, 
Sani Sadr then said, with respect to oil, “Oil money cannot be obtained 
and spent--the oil money must be turned into factories and equipment and 
it must put agriculture and industry in movement.” 


Referring to Khuzestan's agricultural potential, Dr Bani Sadr then said 
‘The land reform plan has been written up and the law on it has been rat- 
ified. <A seven-man committee is engaged in working to give land to every- 
one. When the land is obtained and the water is obtained, no one in 
chusestan will remain unemployed.” The president then said, “As people 
say, when thie plan is implemented, the revenue from every 10 hectares of 
land will be more than a general director's salary.” 
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in continuing bie statement the president spoke about the importance of 
labor in the country's progress and then etated, in reference to the lat: 
eat incidenta, 


“Last week the enemies started up a great deal of turbulence on our borders 
and when they saw thet our people were standing firm they backed off, It 
ie the same in the economic area--when you work, you will have no fear of 
an economic boycott. Last week ambassadors from nine countries met with 

me and said 'The economic boycott will incur losses for you,’ but I said, 
‘No, we will not suffer from economic boycott, since it will put our people 
in movement and will cause effort and a renewal of life to occur. '" 


The president then said, “It has been decided that a paper plant, an alco- 
hol plant, a molasses plant and so on will be built and you will also put 
these 33,000 hectares under cultivation.” The president then visited the 
various sections of the Karun Growing and Processing Factory and at the 
conclusion gave responsible officials ordere to eliminate the assembled 
workers’ problems. 


investigation into Security Problems 


During the president's continuing vieit to Khuzestan, a meeting was heid 
yesterday at the Ahvaz 92nd Armored Division headquarters and the region's 
security problems were investigated in the presence of President Bani Sadr. 
At this meeting, which was attended by the governor general, the commander 
f the 92nd Armored Division of Khuzestan, the commander of the area's gen 
darmerie regiment, the head of the ostan police forces, and some military 
offletale, the combat readiness of the arey was investigated and the pres- 
ident then visited the staff of the 92nd Armored Division and the area gen- 
darwerie regiment. Before departing for Tehran yesterday, the president 
also reviewed the combat readiness of army unite along the border strip. 


Ac 1300 hours yesterday the clerics of the ostan also met and spoke with 
the president. 


[avestigation into the Governors’ Matters 


The matters and problems of the governors of the shahrestane of Khuzestan 
were investigated yesterday at a meeting attended by the president. At 
this meeting, at which the governor general of Khuzestan, the governors of 
rhe ll shabrestans and the heads of the governor general's offices were 
present, the administrative system and the relationship with the governors’ 
activities were raised and some governors brought up issues in this regard 
to which the governor general responded. 


At this meeting, the governors of Khorramshahr, Abadan, Dezful, Mas jed-e 
joleyman, Ramhormoz, Dasht-e Azadegan and Behbehan raised issues related 
to the matters of their jurisdictions. 
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At this meeting the Governor of Khorramehahr referred to the drop in im 
porte at the Port of Khorramshahr and said, “The government must epecify 
its polley tn thie regard, since the shipping companies are on the verge 

of bankruptcy.” He then referred to the need for the government to proceed 
promptly to buy dates, for attention to the Subdiatrictse of Shadegan and 
Minuw Teland, and the implementation of short- and long-term plans in 
Khorramehahr, and he supported the absorption of unemployed into a short 
tere pian, 


i) response to the matters which were rateed at this meeting, referring to 
the need for the governors’ work, the implementation of investigations by 
the governor general's representatives, and surveillance by the governors 
over the work of the Lieutenant governors to be performed in a better 
fashion, the president stressed the unity of the nation's leadership and 
said “Decisions must be taken in a group manner and carried out in unity.’ 


The president then referred to disruptions in positions and said: 


‘One of the great misfortunes of regimes is that their approaches and con- 
nectors are not known. Thus, an official should not be appointed or 
changed every day. If a governor is replaced every day and in particular 
if atability does not exist, one will give in to every group. Therefore 
stabilley Le necessary and one must try to eliminate mistakes and offer 
guidance and direction by showing the way. What are satanic are relation 
ships, not people, and abilities must be put to work in a sound regime.” 


in another part of hie talk Dr Bani Sadr stated, regarding the port prob- 
lems, “Lf we do not want to open the doors, inflation will arise, and if 

we do want to open them, then no place will remain for domestic products. 
Thos the solution is for us to turn the current budget into development and 
production budgets.” 


The president then referred to his visit to the Karun Growing and Process- 
ing /plant/: “If you have unemployed workers in Khorramshahr, use them in 
towing and processing.” 


Tee president then referred to the need to put the prefabricated housing 
plant into operation and Khuzestan's importance in the economic sphere, 
stating “There is no room here for you to work in isolation. You all know 
that the enemy's work is coordinated and prepared to strike." 


1168/7 
cso: 906 
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1 RAN 


NIROLS, IDEOLOGY MARK YEAR'S LITERATURE 


Film Permits Required 


eran KEYHAN in Persian 1/ Mar 80 p 3 


cext|) Cinemas which show movies without permits from the beginning of 


Parvardin (21 March) will be closed by the Miniatr of Culture and Higher 
Gucation. 


“nn Mohammad ‘Ali Najafi, director of development of the Audio Visual and 
lovie Center who announced the above news added: 


\ny film that is imported should be reviewed by the responsible authori- 
ties. So far permits have been issued to sore than 120 Iranian films and 
many foreign films.” 


Regarding the manner of controlling the cinemas, Najafi said: “In order 
co get rid of various decisionmaking centers on cinemas, the cinemas under 
the supervision of the Foundation for the Poor are also bound to follow 


the cultural standards determined by the Ministry of Culture and Higher 
tducation. 


resolve the cinema issue, this year, we have held some meetings with 
the representatives of associations which had some interest in this 
matter. We have finally reached some agreement.” 


Na jaf ntinued: “The most proper way to remedy the cinemas is to take 
the loniaiist culture out of it gradually and replace it by our own 
ré nary culture. In the past, Iranian films were made in a way that 


scenarios were ended in a specific manner. This was the result of 
nnections between foreign companies with government authorities and the 
importers of films which caused a stoppage in the development of movies and 
led it toward corruption. Now various talents should be given the oppor- 
tunity to bring about a healthy Iranian cinema.” 


He nmcluded: "Anyone who has any complaint about the manner of activities 
‘f the cinemas can submit his complaint to one of the departments of art and 
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ite throughout the country and the responsible officiaise are bound to 
rt the pe ople's objections to the country's Audio Visual and Cinema 


Writers Againget Censorahip 
ran BAMDAD in Persian 17 Mar 80 p 12 


xt) An open letter has been written to the president by 465 writers, 
searcherea and translators in which they have emphasized the necessity 
removing censorship and reopening the three large publishire companies: 
Kiaragmi, Amir Kabir and Jibi [Pocket Book Publications! in the country, 


\ copy of the content of the open letter which has been signed and sent to 
SAMDAD ie ae follows: 


Mr president, from your recent articles and speeches that you have recent l 
delivered on fighting censorship of the press and books, we have understood 
that you are determined to remove this major historic problem for the wri- 
ters and readers of books, newspapers and television and radio listeners 

ind watchers and to replace confiscation, control and censorship by freedom 
of speech. We, the writers of this country who have experienced the various 
eras of Pahlavi's suffocation with our own eyes and tasted the poisonous 
taste farious aggressions on the rights of the writers and readers of 
00ks, hope that you will be successful in your efforts to lift and remove 
censorship completely. 


However, three large publishing companies with all of their warehouses and 
stores were closed and sealed off. These three companies are Amir Kabir, 
ibi and Kharazmi publications. The excuse for sealing off the warehouses 
ind bookstores is the arrest of Abdol Rahim J'afari, manager of Amir Kabir 
uublications. We do not intend to defend J'afari. There may be some com- 
plainte either just or unjust against him, and it is up to the competent 
authorities to determine his guilt or innocence. Apart from this matter, 
we want to direct vour attention and that of the responsible authorities 
to the issue of books and publications. 


we do not consider our fate separate from that of the readers of books and 
pooks. These three companies, whatever defects and faults they may have 
in their work, had issued approximately 3,000 books most of which are al- 
ways required by the students of universities and schools and readers of 
books. The closing of these three companies has caused unemployment for 
hundreds of workers, employees, writers and translators, word processors 
and bookbinders and this is something that cannot be overlooked easily. 


Je writers request that you issue an immediate order to open up all the 

book warehouses of Amir Kabir, Kharazmi and Jibi so that books may be sent 

to bookstores and department stores for buvers to be able to buy their 
~oks as usual. What is of vital importance to Iran's cultural society 
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‘ie presentation of books existing in the warehouses of these companies 
the buyers of books and the continuation of printing and publishing of 
okxe without any delays, We are aware that the employers of the stores 
ive some difference with thelr employees, However, we belleve that look- 
ing tnte the differences by the authorities should not be an obstacie to 
orinting and publishing books. We request that you make an arrangement to 
separate the personal fate of Mr Jaftari from the fate of the books that are 
getting old in storage so that the access of readers to books not be re- 
ited to the arrest or freedom of a person and not create a condition that 
would practically be imposition of a sort of censorship which ts most dan- 
serous in the community of publishing and writing of books. 


igned: Mohangnad Oazi, Mohammad Moshir'i, Baqer Parham, Gholam Hoseyn 
ja'edi, Nalaf Daryabandi, Eema'il Khoyi, Reza Barahni, Shahrokh Maskub, 
Yortera Ravandi, Manuchehr Megarkhani, Mohammad Ali Sepanlu, Abad Birshak, 
fega Aqei, Ali Afzal Samadi, Jahangir OQaemmaqami, Simin Daneshvar, Hasan 
cedr, J'afar Shabri, Monir Joz'i (Mehran), Hosevyn Abu Torabian, Abol Qasem 
‘urhoseyni, Naser Pakdaman, Bastani Parizi, Lili Golextan, Jalaleldin A‘lan, 
jome Nateq, Manuchehr Ateshi, Nader Ebrahimi, Oamar Aryan, Ahmad Mahmud, 
\lt Pasha Saleh, Parviz Daryush, Asadoliah Mobsheri, Mehdi Naraqi, Fara- 
mare Behrad, Mahmud Behzad, Sawin Baqchehban, Jahangir Afkari, Ebrahia 
smeet, ‘All Ramin, Parviz Shahriyarit, Khosrow Shakeri, Gholam Hoseyn Salemi, 
Anwmed Aram, Mohsen Yaifani. 


Many ideological Books 
. 


‘ehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Mar 60 p 5 


ext) ino the vear 1358 [1979-1980] the book market had a turning point 
from every aspect in the history of publication in Iran. The rapid increase 
in the number of published titles, a remarkable change in the taste of the 
readers, and the sudden stagnation in the work of official publishers and 
it the same time the flourishing business of “sidewalk” publishers as well 
as the unusual chaos in the work of printing and distribution of books, 
lfetinguishes a remarkable difference between the work of publishing this 
year with that of previous yeare. Although there are no accurate statis- 
‘les available on books in the vear 1358 [1979-1980] as the “published 
titles” were not registered by the Ministry of Culture and Higher Education 
ind there was everincreasing interference by nonprofessionals in the busi- 
nees of printing, considering the existing realities in printing and pub- 

shine we can say that approximately 12,000 titles were published this 


nie number of titles is in reality six to seven times more than the titles 
iblished in the vear prior to the revoiution. 


\t present, there are about 3090 official publishers working in Tehran, 
) of whom are around the Tehran University area, the rest of Shahabad 
enue and the bazaar. 
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ihe bookae presented by the publishers of the university atea ate moat 
political and Literary books whereas the publishers of the bagaar area 

have mostly published religious publications. The publishers of Shahaba! 
Avenue uaually publish claseasicial texts. The most important point thie 
‘ear te that the official publishers have published only 6,900 of the 12,00) 
titles published thie vear. The remaining 8,000 have been publiahed by «#o- 
salled “sidewalk” and, in reality, unofficial publishers. Therefore, it ‘a 
quite evident that the official publishers did not have good business this 
year, 4 stagnancy which te even more remarkable because of the ever-inc reas 
ing publishing of books in the revolutionary months. An important point 
about a major portion of the work of both the official publishers of the 
university area and the sidewalk publishers is the reflection of political 
affaire on their works, in that each of these publishers has allocated his 
work exclusively to printing and publishing the works of writers related to 
ye of the political groups and wings as well as explanatory texte and, ins 
general, books that contain political matters regarding the party or wing 
in which they are interested. 


This reality is so clear that old readers know the political position of 
every publisher and the nature of the books presented by him. More than 
mycthing this shows how the life of the Iranian people has become politi 
cai and daily political events affect the various social phenomena. 


in general, the bestseller books this year can be divided into two major 
groups: religious and nonreligious. And we can say that there was 4 bai- 
ance between the sale of these two types of books. 


This year some religious books such as “Juriconsuit,” and “Explanation 

‘f lasues,"” by Imam Khomeyni, “Haj,” "With the Koran in Scene’ and "Mono- 
theiem from the Viewpoint of Islam" by the brave Mojahed Ayatollah Talegani 
ad a circulation of over 20,000 copies which were printed and sold by vari- 
‘us publishers. Therefore, 300,000 to 350,000 copies of each book was sold 
this vear. 


Other religious books such as “The Islamic Economy” by Abol Hasan Bani-Sacr 
ind also the books of the late Ayatollah Motahari also enjoyed a good sale. 
\ithough the sale of Dr ‘Ali Shari‘ati's books were somewhat stable, the 
publication of new religious books reduced the sale of the books of this 
great lelamic thinker compared to last year. Nevertheless, the books of 

Dr Shari'ati, were reprinted again. Based on an approximate estimate since 
the summer of 1357 [1978-1979] about 6 million copies of Dr Shari'‘ati's 
booke were sold throughout Iran. 


This year nonreligious books and pamphlets also had some customers, mostly 
the works of the leftist groups and parties. 


The year 1358 [1979-1980] was the year of bad business for poems and novels. 
is year, the sale of books by the famous novelists and poets which fo: 
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“any years were the bestsellers in the market dropped to the point of zero, 
‘his situation resulted in not publishing the new works of most of the 
famous writers and poets, the publishers postponing the publishing of such 
works because o| the market. 


The reason for thise situation can be found in the rapid increase in the 
people's theoretical awareness, something that in reality takes their expec- 
tations beyond the contents of literary, political and religious books. 

werefore, this year most of the literary works published before the 
revolution appeared to be unimportant to readers. 


However, the books of young poete increased remarkably, although they 
did mos sei) well. 


The special books for children and the youth, especially story books, ai- 
though they had a lower rate of sale this vear as compared to previous 
years, were more in demand compared to works for adults. 


\bout foreign |iterary books, we can say that the works of some of the 
people's writers including American writers such as Upton Sinclair and 
Erekine Caldwell sold well. However, contrary to previous years, the 
works of Latin Ameican writers did not sell well. 

ne fusion in tne bookmarket increased more than ever this year, because 
\neividuals who were not publishers started to print and publish without 
naving a specific law or standard, resulting in breaking the special secur- 
ity that there should be for printing books. Therefore, in most cases one 
hook was published and distributed many times by various publishers, 
espectally by “stdewalk” publishers. This type of chaos has only resulted 
in |osses for the official publishers, because in some cases a book pub- 
lished by the official publishers is also published by the sidewalk pub- 
lisher at a lower quality and a lower price. Therefore, the sale of the 
oon published by the official publisher drops. 


‘Abbas Ghamgosar, one of those in charge of Kavosh Publishing says: 

‘Buvers of books have increased from last vear and so our work should 
‘lourish too, but that is not so. From the beginning of this year we have 
eon taced with a remarkable lack of sales. This is the result of exten- 
sive activities by sidewalk publishers. Such publishers do not pay any 
rent or royalties and, what is more important, without the permission of 

the writer or the former publisher, they get the bestselling books and 
rint them themselves. They do not have an official identification card 
in publishing and so they are not prosecuted.” 


He added Of course, we do not have anv objection to the work of the 
tidewaik publishers, because they are doing this work due to unemployment. 
lt is the government's duty to resolve this problem by creating jobs.” 


ne chaos in the publication market harms not only the publishers but also 
he writers and compliers, since standards of publication have not been 
specified most books are now printed and published without the permission 

f the writer and without paving him his rovalty and, of course, the 
writers do not have access to such publishers. 


Wijus - 
Zi 











ISRAEL 


WEST SHOULD LEARN FROM, NOT MISINTERPRET SADAT'S MOVES 
Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 26 Mar 80 p 4 
Article: “Sadat's Astute Moves Misinterpreted in West") 


Text!) Once again, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat turned out to be the most 
outstanding politician in the Middle East. After he offered asylum to the 
exiled Shah, politicians and commentators in the West gave him a lot of 
redit. At the same time they showed--and not for the first time--that the 
west does not fully understand Sadat. 


\il those editorials in Western papers, guided by anonymous spokesmen who 
ire afraid of losing their anonymity, tried to view Sadat's motives as if 
taken directly from Western thinking. Gallons of ink were spilt to describe 
‘edat's humane gesture, his determination to help a friend in need, as a 
reward for the support the Iranian Shah had given him since 1973. 


None of them understood that Sadat's move is primarily one more step in the 
power struggle he has undertaken: to demonstrate his strength to his adver- 
saries in the Arab world. Khomeyni's heroes had the gall to attack Egypt 

and its president for the “treason” of signing a peace treaty with Jerusalem. 
Their audacity made them resort to slander and accusations against the 
Egyptian government and its president. President Sadat is not like leaders 
of the U.S. and other Western countries. He does not accept insults by 

just turning the other cheek. He proves, demonstrably so, that he can 

ignore their accusations, that he is strong enough to do whatever he pleases, 
without being intimidated by their barking. 


This was not fully comprehended by Western commentators and those who brief 
them. Maybe they did not want to understand, because they are incapable of 
similar astuteness. 


After the Shah landed in Cairo, it was quickly leaked to the media that 
Washington was not involved with the resolution, and that the decision to 
move from Panama to Egypt was the Shah's. In order to stress American 
innocence, the Khomeyni government (which still holds the American hostages, 
just in case anyone has forgotten this minor detail) was invited to improve 
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relations. This would mean forgiving their act of piracy, Scrapping ai) 
resolutions of boycott and economic sanctions, and offering money ana 
preferred treatment to Tehran just, so that Iran may resume smiling at 
washington. 


This appeasment policy stems from weakness and lack of national muscle. it 
is the exact opposite of Sadat's move. 


\il Western commentators are trying to present Sadat's move as an attemp: 
"co gain the West's sympathy and its support for Cairo's policies.” Writers 
were hasty to state, the day after che arrival of the Shah in the land of 
the Nile, that the West “does indeed understand the hint and is willing to 
pay the price.” The price is-<in their opinion--in Israeli “money.” 





\s an example, here is a quotation fromthe editorial of the London DAILLY 
LXPRESS: “...his simple honesty and his willingness to compromise on the 
*verall issue between israel and the Arabs is in total contrast to Prime 
Minister Begin's intransigence on many matters...The only way to ease 
Egypt's isolation is...to solve the Palestinian problem. Great Britain 


sught to toin President Carter in pressuring Israel...This is the least we 
in do for Sadat, to ensure that he, too, does not disappear in the anar- 
ietic weve now sweeping the whole region from the Persian Gulf to the 
stern Mediterranean...” 

ehat folly! Does President Sadat really need the flattery in his contacts 


ith Wescern leaders in order to convince them to support his policies? 

“resident Carter supports it already. To wit--the United States’ vote in 
he Security Council and Carter's statement that he would not recognize 
jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The position of European leaders is 
iear. 





Presicent Sadat knows that Israel is not overly concerned with the change 
in U.S. policy. If Israel realizes that it alone is on the giving (i.e., 
erritories) side without receiving anything (i.e., security) in return, an 
‘oa will come to the giving. In this case, the peace treaty will be stuck 
1 quagmire. This is even more dangerous for the Egyptian ruler. 





is sheer nonsense to claim that President Sadat is helping his friend 
the Shah in return for the latter's help to Egypt during the Yom Kippur War, 
hen he supplied Egypt with oil. Egypt was not in need of oil when it set 
tc to cross the Canal. Saudi Arabia was willing to supply it with oil--even 
ior free--if it only went to war against Israel. 


stead of competing with each other in praising and appre iating Sadat, 
stern commentators would do better to encourage their inept leaders to 
se him and his sober political approach as an example. He is not, as they 


c it, the "biggest giant of them all." It is only that their leaders 
» such dwarfs. 
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Even the sick Shah has no difficulty understanding the policies of his 
iriend Sadat, just as he understood them when the peace moves between 
lerusalem and Cairo started, This was a process which he encouraged, until 
he was forced by his “friends” across the ocean to flee his country. 


The Shah's basic strategic approach always was to build up enough power to 
enable him to conduct a policy independent of annoying pressures of neighbors 
and adversaries. This was also the basis for his pragmatic approach to 
lerael. 


As long as Israel appeared to be a credible military force, the Shah did 
not hesitate to maintain relations with Jerusalem, even if he was attacked 
by other Moslem leaders. When he thought (after the Yom Kippur War) that 
Israel's military might waned, his attitude cooled off somewhat. 


8646 
CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


U.S. SEEN UNABLE TO RESOLVE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION 
Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 28 Feb 90 pp 1, 2 
[Editorial: "What Can We Expect from the United States?) 


{Text} Can the United States really resolve the Palestinian question? Or 
is it incapable of doing so, and, therefore, is pursuing a course of delays, 
procrastination and deception? 


The United States unquestionably has many major interests in this region. 
Among these interests are oil, military bases and strategic sites. 


we are not concerned here with how these interests can be protected. 
However, we are confused, because the United States jeopardizes its own 
interests through the foolish policy it pursues and by allowing the Middle 
East problem to remain unresolved for so many years. 


The question therefore arises: Why is the United States unable to find a 
solution? And why does it jeopardize its own interests as disorder that may 
drag the world into World War III spreads in the region? One wonders about 
this at a time when many people believe that the United States, one of the 
two superpowers, is the only nation capable of bringing about a solution. 


American leaders are incapable of telling the truth. Any U.S. leader who 
speaks the truth falls. Anyone who supports justice falls. Anyone who calls 
for giving che Palestinians their legitimate rights falls. And any presiden- 
tial candidate who does not proclaim that Jerusalem is not [as published] the 
capital of Israel falls. 


Some weeks ago, John Connally, former governor of Texas and now one of the 
Republican Party candidates, issued an election statement that the Palestinians 
should be given their legitimate rights. Although the statement was couched 

in moderate terms, the poor man was compelled to retract it the following 

day. The matter did not end there, for Connally was forced to fire the 
campaign aide who had drafted the statement. 











We sometimes wonder whether an American leader will ever emerge who can say: 
"We must question ourselves on our pro-Israel bias." 


Which American leader can possibly say: "The U.S. arsenal has been made more 
available co Israel than necessary." The downfall of Nixon is evidence that 
what we are saying is true. 


Thus, the United States is unable to solve the Middle East question by itself, 
because lsrael and its supporters among the Jews of America restrict U.S. 
politicians and keep the latters' mouths shut, a fact which runs counter 

to U.S. national interests. 


We deduce from all this that relying on the United States politically will 
not bring about a just solution of our question, because the United States is 
fettered and cannot run the race. To those who look for the unexpected, 

we say: As long as Presidents can be deposed, statesmen can be shackled, 

and candidates can be muzzled, we must forget that the United States has a 
role to play in resolving the Middle East question, or that it will ever 

have a role in curbing Israeli ambitions and restoring justice. 


5 346 
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ISRAEL 





ISRAEL'S SECURITY CANNOT BE COMPROMISED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 23 Mar 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "The Significance of Sadat's Pressure") 


[Text] Egypt's President Sadat's message to Prime Minister Begin, according 
to which Israel is slowing down the autonomy talks and thus creating the 
possibility of not concluding the talks by the May 26 deadline, is extremely 
one-sided. 


First of all, the gap between the Israeli and the Egyptian positions on 
certain issues is rather wide. Such issues include the authority of the 
administrative council, internal security in Judea, Samaria, and the Gaza 
Strip, and the status of the walled section of Jerusalem. Israel categori- 
cally rejects a council with legislative powers and favors merely an 
administrative council. Israel categorically rejects the inclusion of the 
walled section of Jerusalem in the autonomy, since the entire city is the 
sovereign capital of the State of Israel. Israel insists on the presence 
of the IDF in those areas and its full right of settling them. 


When Egypt agrees with Israel's position, in keeping with the interpretation 
of the Camp David accords, there is a reasonable chance of concluding the 
negotiations on the autonomy on the above date. Thus, meeting the deadline 
depends on Egypt as much as it depends on Israel. 


We are all interested in reaching an agreement by that date. This, of course, 
is predicated upon both parties being willing to take the other side's 

views into consideration. Israel, who has already paid a high price by 
returning the Sinai, is awaiting Egypt's concession in Judea, Samaria, and 

the Gaza Strip. Real concessions. If Egypt refuses to make concessions, 
there is no choice but to continue the negotiations beyong the deadline, in 
the hope that mutual persuasion may prevail. Issues of vital importance to 
Israel, on which its security and existence depend, cannot be dealt with and 
decided under the pressure of time. 





sadat is trying to increase the tension on the eve of the talks in Washington. 
His office head, Mustafa Khalil, in his stinging criticism of Israel, accused 
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ue of deliberate etalling by pretending that every issue has to do with 
eecurity. Clearly the security of lerael depends on the outcome of the 
talke, since @ legialative council will set the stage for a Palestinian 
state, even a8 pulling the LDF from the territories will invite disturbances 
similar to those in Lebanon, Ilerael sees united Jerusalem as the peak of 
its independence. 


vadat hee achieved a4 great deal with his peace policy. Irrael gave up the 
simnal. lerael has no intention of giving up any part of the Land of Israel. 
hye autonomy plan gives home rule to the residents of the territories 
during the tive year transition period. In accepting this plan lerael has 
proved te be highly responsive to finding a resolution of the conflice. 


in hie election campaign speech on television, the President of tine United 

States, Jimmy Carter, said that although he does not recognize Jerusalem as 
lerael's capital, he is not in favor of returning the city, or part of it, 

to the Arabe. The issue of Jerusalem has to be left until the final stages 
of the peace talks. 


ihie of course was a speech directed at the Jews of New York. The presiden- 
tial candidate for a second term is for-and-against on the Jerusalem issue. 
[In taking this position he is trying to compensate the Jewish voters for 

the sin of the vote in the Security Council in favor of severing Jerusalem. 


The campaign speeches of President Carter and his aides, which persumably 
contain pro-lsrael overtones, are not a real yardstick for the government's 
policy once Carter is reelected as President of the United States. 


The American Ambassador, Sol Linowitz, is due to arrive today for the 
autonomy talks, in preparation for the round of negotiations to take place 
this week in Alexandria. This round will take place under the shadow of 
the summit in Washington, when Carter will meet at separate dates with 
Sadat and Begin in the first weeks of next month. 


In this summit, which according to one source could become a second edition 

Camp David, an effort will be made to achieve a resolution. Here the 
Prime Minister will be tested on his stand on the principles of the 
Government of israel. 
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IS MAP, 


WA ') REPLACE FOREIGN WORKERS 


lom JERUSALEM POST in English 15 Apr 80 p 3 


TEL AVIV The Hietadrut ea- 
ecutive yeaterday demanded that 
al foreign workers who can be 
epiaced by laraelie be sent home 

he resolution, adopted un. 
animouely refers to 682 
fore'qnere who are working here 
uncer Employment Service per- 
mite They Include the 47 Thales in 
tne Schiff hotele But Central Com- 
mittee member Aharon Hare) told 
The Jerusalem Post it will not 
affect the Southern Lebanese 
workers imployed in lerae! nor the 
2590 Americans, Britons, Por- 
‘uguese and Thais who are building 
the Ovda and Ramon air bases in 
ihe Negev. Those bases, which are 
being bullt by the U &., have a par- 
tially extra-territortal etatue, 
Histadrut Executive secretary 
Moshe Rinat exolained 


s5/ 





Yesterday @ resolution also calls 
on the government to leeue labour 
permite only to those fore 
who could not be replac by 
leraelle under any circumetences. 

The executive said the Mistadrut 
should be consulted before foreign 
workers are to leraol and 
that labour permite should be 
\eeued for only a limited period. The 
Histadrut hae already reached an 

ent with the Cor: 
poration and the corporation's 
workers to hire ey _— 
weldere of high preseure 
abroad to work on the Hadere 
power piant 











ISRAEL 


|S RAELA=EGYPTLAN EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS SCORED 
jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 26 Feb 80 p 1 
Editertal: “A Day of Dishonor and of Hope") 


[Text | Today the fiag of the Arab Republic of Egypt is raised over the embassy 
which the Sadat regime established in Tel Aviv, and the first Egyptian 
ambassador to Israel presents his credentials to the prime minister of Israei 
in the heart of Jerusalem. 


Also today, a former officer in the Mosad and former member of the Irgun 
and Leumit gangs, Eliyahu Ben Elissar, presents his credentials to Anwar 
al-Sadat in the heart of Cairo. 


Thus the final touches are made on a new panorama of our region which began 
to unroll the day the Sadat regime chose to relinquish his Arab lineage and 
join an unholy alitance with the United States and Israel. 


Varied feelings grip the Arab citizen today as he sees what is taking place. 
The mildest of those feelings is grief, bitterness and indignation. Egypt, 
which was a leader of the national Arab movement for tens of years, sees its 
national role “dwarfed” and deformed into that of a emall policeman in the 
service of American itmperialisa. 


But with all the dishonor and humiliation we feel as we see Sadat's represen- 
tatives embrace the representatives of the government which scorns our 
people's rights, and despite all the disgust aroused in us by statements of 
Egyptian officials about their alleged concern for the rights of the Pales- 
tinfians, we find objective reasons for hope and optimism. These reasons 
transcend the framework of faith in the inevitability of fate, and are part 
and parcel of the daily movement of events. 


The flag being raised today in Tel Avis is not the flag of the Egypt we 
know. These diplomats who are totally without shame are not the representa- 
tives of the great Egyptian people that we know. 
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rac ind Leypt have granted recognition to 


one aii Live J Dut Liat me ‘ it 
siige that the absence of our recognition of what they are doing deprives 
it of legitimacy. The specter of Palestine will continue to pursue them unt 


truth wins out, 


( Sa'd Murtada were to try to take @ tour today 
ank, the streets and doore of 
tf him, 


in the cities of the West 
shops would let him know what 


oOuf®r people think 
hie president, his regime and al) 


the tragic and humiliating exchanges 
his credentials to the prime 


that have brought him to Jerusalem to present 
inister of Israel. 








ISRAEL 


HEBRON RESETTLEMENT DECISION JUSTIFLED 
‘el Aviv HATZOFEN in Hebrew 24 Mar 80 p 2 
‘Editerial: “The Decision to Settle Hebron") 


Text) The government's decision yesterday to resettle the old Jewish 
quarter in Hebron, which was adopted after prolonged delays, should not be 

, cauee for voting the government out of office, as some of the members of 
the opposition are suggesting. All it amounts to is renovating the yeshivah 
in Hebron, opening a field school, and restoring the old courtyard which 

was the center of the Jewish quarter for centuries and which was destroyed 
during the riots of 1929. 


The decision could have been presented in « different way, by emphasizing 

the restoration of the ancient synagogue named after our patriarch, Abraham, 
which has already been in the works for several months. Still, this decision 
is not provocative. It reiterates our right to live anywhere in the Land of 
israel, without any restrictions. This reaction to the murder of Yehoshua 
Salome of blessed memory and to the Security Council resolution condemning 
the settlements, is not particularly strong. 


As for the timing, the state is enmeshed in a constant struggle with foreign 
interests, which fight the state becavee of Arab ofl, hence no time would 
nave been right for adopting such a resolution. Moreover, the question is 
not one of timing. It is a fundamental question of the right of Jews to 
live anywhere in the Land of Israel. 


The decision should be regarded as a spiritual return to ancient Hebron, 
wnere a Jewish population lived for centuries, and should symbolize our 
yond with the City of the Patriarchs. It should not be seen as the focus 
f tension or of a political and social philosophy. 


wer fifty years ago when the Slobodka yeshivah decided to move from 
Lithuania to Hebron, the move was considered a historical event not only by 
the Jewieh but also by the non-Jewish world. The British high commivsioner 
reported the event to the British Parliament, stressing the restoration of 
the city of Hebron through the transfer of a spiritual center from Lithuania 
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to the Land of israel. The League of Nations also received « report from 
nigh commissioner, mentioning the event as part of the restoration of 


itual iife to thie ancient city. Yet the dream of turning Hebron into 
, city of Torah and a center of spiritual life was ended violentiy. The 
bodka yeshivah was destroyed in the 1929 riote along with the Jewish 
mamunity. Thue Jewish lite in Hebron came to an end, 
irty tive years ago, religious pioneers tried to establish a foothold tn 


ne Etzion Bloc, in order to renew the link between Hebron and Jerusalen, 
ut even this daring attempt to settle the hills of Hebron was toiled when, 
n the 1948 War, the Etzion Bloc was overrun by the enemy during the battle 
for Jerusalem. 


ve can see that there have been incessant attempts to establish Jewish life 
\ the Hebron area, attempts which were paid in blood, claiming the lives 

f some of our best religious youth. After the Six Day War the Jewish 
settlement in the Etzion Bloc, on the way from Jerusalem to Hebron, was 
renewed, The present phase of the settlement is larger than the previous 
one, and today five flourishing settlements once again link the City of 

the Patriarchs with the Holy City. 


Yesterday's government decision is now being sent for discussion in ine 
reign relations committee, in keeping with the coalition agree ».t with 
the DMC faction, which stipulates that this faction has the right to appeal 
jecistons regarding settlements before the committee. This agreement, how- 
ever, was signed when the DMC was united and had 15 Kenesset members. In 
the meantime, the party was split and the Democratic faction which remained 
in the government only has six members, which makes the agreement doubtful. 
Another question is whether a Knesset committee legally has the right to 

ndermine or stop a government decision. 
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NiEF RABBINATL LAW IS APPLAUDED 
el Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 23 Mar 90 p 2 
|Editorial: “The Chief Rabbinate Facing its Puture™) 


Text| The new law concerning the Chief Rabbinate which was ratified last 
week by the Kenesset, spells out everything in great detail, including 
election procedure, areas of responsibility, and the authority of the elected. 
‘he reason for this is to avoid the pitfalls which have existed until now, 
and which have impeded the work of the rabbinate, as well as to fully 
establish the legislature which defines the religio-national image of the 
supreme rabbinic council in israel. 


Among the population in Israel, the law of ‘oses and israel is based upon 
the Shulhan Arukh, and not on Reformist rituals which are decided by this 
rabbi or another. The status of a rabbi is determined by accepted norms, 
oamely, a Torah sage, a believer, a certified teacher. A Reform rabbi, 
whose knowledge and observances do not conform with those basic norms, does 
not have the authority of a rabbi in discharging his duties. 


it ie strange that Reform and Conservative representatives argue that they 
are discriminated against by this law. During the years of its existence, 
ierael's Chief Rabbinate has followed the Halakhah which is handed down from 
generation to generation, without any reforms or changes. It has unified, 
rather than divided, and it has imparted to the entire population the 
peritage of Israel, namely, the Torah which Moses received at Mount Sinai 
and which has been handed by his successors continuously, by the sages of 
the Torah, without any distorcion of religion by mortals who think they can 

lifully change the laws. The fact is that in the State of israel there 
is no sympathy for an artificial religion which is nothing but a social 
sctivity utilizing rituals which are foreign to us. Those sembers of the 
above sects who think clearly should recognize this fact. 


ine Chief Rabbinate as a religio-national institution needs to be redefined 
nd explained once again as a center from whence emanates halakhic and 
spiritual instruction to Israel and to the Diaspora. The influence of the 
Chief Rabbinate on Israeli society, when it operates on the proper religious 
and ethical level, . cimable. 
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be pointed out, that the law hae enjoyed Live sup; 
ity of @11 ftaetionse of the house, 4 Clear indica n thea 
sentatives of the people want @ Chie! Rabbinate which will on ga. 
ture our epiritual grandeur a8 4 supreme authority on matter of fait. 
and commandments, with 4 etrong bond to the State of israel an the 
mg Of Our redemption, 


ference of the rabbia of laraei ahould be convened to diacusa the 


\eme of the Rabbinale and ite goals, ana to bring belore it,the new 


Le gains, and ite potential for the future of the Chief Rabbinate in 














ISRAEL 


ARAB STEADFASTNESS FRONT SEEN AS REBORN FOLLOWING DAMASCUS CONFERENCE 
jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 25 Feb 80 pp 1,5 
|\Editertal: “On the Road of Re-Birth") 


ijText| When the final statement was issued at the conclusion of the 
Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Countries and Forces of Steadfastness 
ind Resistance in Damascus last month, Yasir ‘Arafar said: "The Front of 
‘teadfastness and Resistance has just come to life." 


‘Arafat doubtless meant that this front, which was born nominally in late 
1977, had not been able to overcome the prevailing diversity of Arab interests 
and continued to depend on stereotyped higih-sounding Arab statements of 
solidarity. This opened the way for reactionary forces to blunt the thrust 
{ popular Arab opposition to Sadat's policy and Arab support for a policy 
of dedication to hostility to American imperialism. Thus, the reactionary 
forces--which because of popul*r pressure had been unable to announce overt 
support for Sadat--played the role of a Trojan horse of imperialism at the 
Baghdad summit. This led to adoption of the well-known minimum aims formula 
which hindered the possibilities of using the energies of the Arab masses 
in a true confrontation with their enemies. 


The fast pace of events in our region induced the parties to the Camp David 
agreement to intensify their campaign. But this in turn drove the forces 
»f the Front of Steadfastness to assume more radical positions, and to take 
further action to translate their theoretically progressive political 
statements and programs into actual courses of action. The recent foreign 
ministers conference in Damascus, along with Syria's new initiatives and 
the strengthening of Palestinian national unity, are clear signs of the 
elated re-birth of the Front of Steadfastness. 


A new summit is called for by Syria at an extremely critical stage in which 
sur Arab peoples are opposing a series of attempts to divide them, extending 
from Lebanon to Syria, Lran, Libya and the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. As the allies of imperialism consolidate their forces, the forces 

‘f the National Arab Liberation Movement will face a holy historical mission 
requiring them to close ranks to confront the new imperialist alignment. 
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create the most favorable atmsphere for the success of (he new summi' 
there i# an urgent need to eliminate the misunderstanding resulting from 
Libyan measures against the PLO, Likewise, the PLO and Damascus are called 
upon to raise coordination of their actions to the maximum possible leve! 
with regard to Lebanon which is currently exposed to further divisive 
efforts and to fanning of the flames of diversionary battles. 


we expect of the coming summit to present Arab ofl] organizations with defini: 


hoilces. And we expect intensification of the campaign against U.S. imperial- 
Lam. 


5346 
CSO: 4802 
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LSRAEL 


MALIONSHEP BETWELN GUSH EMUNIM, NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY DISCUSSED 


jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 25 Apr 80 pp 6, 7 


Lrext] 


RIDING A TIGER is no fun, as 
the National Religious Party 
had discovered with the tiger 
named Gush Emunim, the 
ultra nationalist movement for 
settlement in Judea and 
Samaria 

Riding a tiger is no fun, 
because its dangerous when 
‘ou're on, and it's dangerous 
when vou're off. But where did 
the tiger spring from? 

Yehuda Ben-Meir, chairman 
of the NRP Knesset faction, told 
me ‘'Education Minister 
Ze\uiun Hammer and I founded 
Gush Emunim at a gathering at 
Kfar Etzion after the Six Day 
War. and we helped it on its 
way 

But a pariiamentary 
colleague of Ben-Meir con- 
tradicted the faction chair- 
mans claim: “They did not 
found the movement. It was I."’ 
His request for anonymity was 
puzziing Several personalities 
in fact had a hand in breeding 
the tiger which snaried at 
Labour-ied governments before 
the Likud victory of May 1977, 
intimidating them into accept- 
ing the first Gush Emunim 
settlements in Samaria. Today 
the tiger is snarling at the 
Likud-led government, and at 
the NRP leaders who once rode 
it with such exhilaration. 

The Gush's latest scare sortie 
was into the private homes of 
NRP personalities, to persuade 
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them to support such new 
legislation in response to the 
hunger-strike of settlement 
council chairmen from Judea 
and Samaria. 

That sortie convinced the 
NRP leaders it was time to get 
off the tiger, at the risk of being 
savaged by it. 

In the NRP's Tel Aviv head- 
quarters on Rehov Ibn Gvirol, 
nicknamed the ‘‘Kastel,"’ Ben- 
Meir told me: ‘‘When you're 
campaigning for something you 
believe in, a certain amount of 
pressure is legitimate, but Gush 
Emupim went too far this time. 

2 re is a limit to pressure 
after which it becomes counter. 
productive. The Gush can sit in 
my house as long as it wants, 
till I call the police to throw the 
demonstrators out, but it can't 
influence our party leaders to 
vote tor laws which they don't 
believe are timely.” 

He rejected my suggestion 
that Gush violence today is the 
result of the way in which he 
and his ‘‘Young Guard" 
colleague Hammer inflamed 
the movement's youthful sup- 
porters five years ago. 

However, acknowledging 
public impressions which are 
hard to erase, nen-Meir conced- 
ed to me: “I do admit that we 
did not restrain Gush Emunim 
in some of its excesses in the 
past. I admit that we kept silent 
about their demonstrations 





sometimes, when we should 
have apoken out. Had we 
apoken out and restrained the 
Gush, we would not have had 
the present polarisation." 

Ben: Meir recalled cases 
when he felt that Guah Emuaim 
was overdoing it in the peat 
One Greater larael Movement 
leader, no longer alive, tried to 
persuade Gush followere in our 
presence to appeal to the IDF to 
disubey orders, if soldiers were 
sent to diamantic an unap- 
proved setiiement. That was 
when Labour's Yitehak Rabin 
was still prime minister. 
Hammer and 1 warned at once 
that the State was doomed if 
IDF soldiers were urged-to dis- 
obey their officers."’ 

The faction chairman said he 
still believed in the rightness of 
Gush Emunim ideals; what he 
objected to were the methods 
advocated by some of the 
leaders. ‘‘Taken to their logical 
conclusion, they could + 

national disintegration. ey 
could make Israel into another 
Weimar Republic. That is why 
the NRP must put its foot down 
now, firmly and finally. We 
have turned the other cheek 
long enough, and we shall do it 
no more,’ he stated. ‘“Gush 
Emunim is biting the hand that 
fed it. In our national religious 
education, we condoned certain 
excessive phenomena which we 
shall now have to confront 
squarely and eradicate." 


SUPPORT for Gush Emunim is 
fostered in the NRP's Bnei 
Akiva youth movement, and in 
the high schools and yeshivot 
sponsored by Bnei Akiva — and 
paid for by the taxpayers — un- 
der the State Religious educa- 
tion system. 

The principals and rabbis 
who head these institutions are 
in some cases the chief 
propagandists for Gush 
Emunim They were appointed 
to their posts under the NRP's 
patronage system. Today some 
of them are actively criticizing 
the party, and encouraging 
their pupils to denounce govern- 
ment policy towards, settle- 
ment. 
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White in the NAPs head 
quarters, however, | did near of 
one Bnei Akiva yeshiva director 
who refused to allow his pupils 
to attend the Gush Emunim 
Independence Day march from 
Givon to Jerusalem, because 
the Gush was undermining the 
party which had virtually 
created it A bitter argument. 
with violent overtones, ensured 
when the director gave a Guah 
leader who called on him a fat 
"no" and told him to get out 

One of Bnei Akiva's top rabbi- 
educators, Haim Druckman 
MK, heads the Mercaz Shapira 
complex and is the main 
spokesman for Gush Emunim 
in the NRP and the Knesset. 

Druckman rejected my 
charges of Gush Emunim row- 
dyism, and defended its sup- 
porters’ actions all along the 
line, as though they could do no 
wrong m the cause of Greater 
Israel, and the holy end 
justified the means. 

He said: ‘There is M 
wrong in going into NR 
cabinet ministers’ houses to 
protest. When something hurts 
you, you have no choice but to 
howl. ft hurts Gush Emunim 
members to realize that their 
one-time friends and sponsors 
are now abandoning them, and 
doing nothing to help the 
Samaria settlers who want new 
legislation to prevent their 
presence on the land being 
challenged ."’ 

When I claimed that his Gush 
Emunim enthusiasts were 
legitimizing violence on the 
Israeli political scene, 
Druckman said testily: ‘You 
are exa — my dear 
friend. NRP leaders are elected 
representatives of the public. 
and they have to be ready for 
things like protests inside their 
homes, in the name of a just 
cause.” 

Druckman downplayed the 
role of Gush Emunim in the 
Neot Sinai riot last year, when 
IDF soldiers were physically 
attacked in a protest against 
Israel's withdrawal from Sinai. 
‘‘Gush Emunim did not 
organize the Neot Sinai affair. 
The settlers themselves 











organized it. L tried hard to pre 
vent violence againat the 
soldiers. There is a tendency to 
attribute negative 
manifestations to Gueh 
Emunim, which is unfair and 
exaggerated,’ 

The rabbi-educator's com: 
plaints about his party 
colleagues are phrased in 
careful terms, 80 as not to close 
off any options. Hence the 
rumours about Druckman's im. 
minent break with the NRP are 
premature, though far from un- 
founded 

Druckman told me; "IT have 
no commitment to Guah 
Emunim with regard to my own 
political future. My commit- 
ment is to my own conscience 
and my own chosen course. My 
loyalties are to religious 
Zionism in neral, and the 
National Religious Party in 
particular. 

“Theoretically speaking, | 
cannot imagine myself in any 
framework other than the 
National Religious Party. Prac- 
tically speaking, I ought not to 
rule out the possibility of leav- 
ing the NRP, if its leaders are 
unfaithful to its p amme. 

“The watershed me will 
be the decision on legislation 
guaranteeing the status of the 
settlements in Judea and in 
Samaria, and the land they 
are established on. Without 
land, thére can be no settle- 
ment. If the Nationa) Religious 
Party does not act to achieve 
such legislation, I shall have to 
weigh up my future." 


WITHIN THE NEP, there is no 
sense of crisis and no fear of a 
split in the wake of the tensions 
exacerbated by the Gush 
pressure campaign; nor is 
there fear because of the 
possibility that Druckman 
might quit, thus reducing the 
Knesset faction to only 11 MKs. 
So far, no major NRP figures 
have left the party, no in- 
stitutions have severed their 
ties. 

“If Druckman quits, others 
might go with him, but they 
would not be central! figures,'' I 


was told at NKP headquarters. 
The rabbi is treading warily, 
because the idea of joining the 
Tehiya Party does not appeal to 
him at all, Moshe Shamir is not 
hia cup of tea, and Geula Cohen 
drives him up the wail. 

"Gush Emunim has no real 
interest in Druckman quitting 
the NRP to join the Tehiya Par- 
ty, because he is the most in- 
fluential go-between the move- 
ment has at its disposai. 
Druckman himself is very 
pleased with the situation in 
which Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin's door is 
always open to him and he is 
one of the most respected mien 
in the party's Knesset faction. 
If he left and joined Tehiya, that 
door would be closed and he 
would have little influence 
anywhere. He has no inclination 
to be fifth wheel in a new party 
which will get only two seats, at 
most, in the next Knesset."' 

For an informed estimate of 
the damage Tehiya m cause 
the NRP in the next election, I 
went to faction chairman Ben- 
Meir. 

‘We have nothing to fear if 
elections are held now or next 
year,’' Ben-Meir said. “If the 
worst comes. to the worst, we 
might lose two of our seats to 
Tehiya, because of Gush sup- 
porters leaving us. But we 
would draw the same number of 
votes from Orthodox people 
who voted Likud last time and 
are now fed up with the Likud. 
So we would come out even, 
more or less." 


THE WAY in which the NRP 
begat Gush Emunim, only to 
find itself berated and spurned 
by its own creation, is a lesson 
in sociology and political oppor- 
tunism. 

Three decades ago.Ahe tone 
in the NRP was set by working 
class tradition. But just as 
Labour also found room for 
right-wing concepts as time 
went on, so did the NRP. The 
standard of living of Labour 
and NRP members went up. 
and socialism lost its urgency. 
In Labour, an element emerged 
which camouflaged oppor- 








tunam with the claim that it 
was pulling the interests of the 
Spatc above those of the party, 
and this eventually crystallised 
into the breakaway Rafi party 
of David Ben-Gurion, Shimon 
Peres and Moshe Dayan. In 
part, it was aleo a revolution of 
youngsters againat old-timers. 
In the NRP, the youngsters also 
challenged the old leadership 
and saw nothing wrong in right- 
wing concepts to further their 
opportunist aims. 

Meanwhile the NRP 
developed its own state- 
financed religious education 
system, the pride of which were 
the yeshiva high schools spon- 
sored by Bnei Akiva. 

The students of Bnei Akiva 
yeshivot, who were not 
accepted by the black-garbed 
ultra-Orthodox students of the 
traditional yeshiva system, 
began to cultivate external 
signs, of differentiation over the 
years. They dressed 
differently, they behaved more 
extrovertly; they concentrated 
on a national religious 
ideology; they stressed their 
pride in accepting military ser- 
vice as a duty. 

After the Six Day War and the 
take-over of the areas, the 
students and graduates of the 
Bnei Akiva institutions were 
like rebels ripe for a cause; 
they absorbed and amplified 
the wave of mystic nationalism 
which swept Israel. Suddenly 
they felt they could give 
something to the nation which 
set them way ahead of the old- 
fashioned veshivot. 

The products of Bnei Akiva 
also saw the Gush Emuhim 
challenge as a form of eman- 
cipation. In the years since the 
establishment of the state, 
religious Zionists had tended to 
concentrate on a limited 
number of major pursuits. They 
never had many top jobs in the 
government, the army, the civil 
service or the security ser- 
vices’ they produced top 
lawyers, doctors, accountants, 
businessmen and, above all, 
academics. They carried less 
glory, wielded less influence 
and attracted less hero-worship 
than secular Israelis. 
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Gush Hmunaim gave them 
a chance to be way out front 
the advance guard of patric! 
endeavour, as it were, redeem 
ing Judea and Samaria for the 
Jewish people. Even armchair 
supporters of Gush Emunim, 
who turned out for picnics and 
marches, basked in the genera) 
pride and satisfaction, sensing 
that religious Zionists were do- 
ing something which secular 
Zionists shied away from. 

When Gush Emunim was 
founded, the NRP's Young 
Guard saw Bnei Akiva 
graduates as their natural man: 
power reservoir, Young Guard 
leaders like Hammer and Ben- 
Meir encouraged a symbiotic 
relationship with Gush 
Emunim, although there was 
never any total identification. 
They nourished each other, 
however. Gush Emunim 
enthusiasts bolstered the im- 
portance of Hammer and Ben- 
Meir, in their arduous climb to 
greater prominence inside the 
party. The Young Guard lob- 
bied for Gush Emunim pro- 
jects, openly as well as surrep- 
titiously. 


THE NRP consensus is that it's 
best to back away from a right- 
wing position in advance of the 
next elections, and swing 
towards the centre once again. 
This may be one reason why 
Ben-Meir and Hammer decided 
to stop riding the Gush Emunim 
tiger. 

Knesset Member David 
Glass, an vutspoken dove in the 
NRP, gavé me his analysis: 
‘‘The NRP has no hope of main- 
taining its present importance 
as a political power on the 
Israeli scene, unless it returns 
to a centrist position. The NRP 
must from now on shun many of 
the cxtravagant political theses 
which it sponsored after 1967. If 
we adopt the Gush Emunim de- 
mand for legislation to bolster 
the status of the settlements in 
Judea and Samaria, we shall 
have passed the point of no 
return.” 

Glass believes that the NRP 
would not compete in extremist 
slogans with Tehiya, and ‘f it 
tried to compete, it would 
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alienate the Owe religous 
Zroniat mainatream 
The NAP must support ne 
right to tewlah setliement in 
Judea and Samaria It muat 
campaign againat returning We 
areas to Arab sovereianty — 
Glass eaid. ‘Put it must warn 
againal provocative settiement 
projects such aa Eilon Moreh. 
Jebel Kabir, and Hebron (as op 
posed to Kiryat Arba). The 
NAP must advocate settioment 
on security grounds, not only on 
histori ond national grounds | 
Clase accused the a#iriking 
coune!! chairmen of trying to 
pull the wool over people s eyes, 
with (their demonstration for 
new logisiation 
The hunger strikers know 
that the Migh Court of Justice 
would throw out future appeals 
againal existing settlements in 
Judea and Samaria, bul their 
real objective is to get o law for 
widespread expropriation of 
private Arab tandas in the 
future Giase claimed The 
vost majority in the NAP will 
ppese seizure of private Arab 
and simee there i @ jot of 
public land available, expecial 
iy on the underpopulated areas. 
which we must concentrate on 
for security reasons © 
Glase said the NRP would 
preserve its internal unity 
above all. permitting a wide 
range of internal differences 
provided there was mutual 
reapect ‘Nobody wants our in 
ternal equilibrium to be upeet, 
as it very nearly was. I shall 
never forget the shocking spec 
tacle of Rabbi Druckman'’s 
yeshiva kids transported in 
truck loads to Jerusalem, how): 
ing ‘Take counse! together and 
it shall come to nought” [from 
isatah & 10! when Henry 
Kissinger was here for taiks 
Nor shall I forget the way they 
screamed ‘Husband of the Gen- 
tile woman’ at Kissinger — 
Giass said that even if 
Dreckman quit the NAP. his 
position and prestige as 
educator in his NRP «sponsored 
comple. would remain un 
iffected There is no 
ideological compulsion in the 
party But yeshiva youngsters 
should be kept out of politics — 
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THE NAP, THEN, ia not 
worried about Rabbi Druckman 
(avenge « eplit in ihe ranks, nor 
in tt Lrealing (he early elections 
jeeur a8 an urgent matter 

Avraham Melamed MK. also 
an oulapoken dove in the par 
ty's Knesset faction, told me 
that if the government's image 
did not detertorate further, and 
barring external crises caused 
by other parties, he saw no 
prospect of the NAP voting to 
dissolve the present Knesset 

The me to quit is when the 
NAP starts to be blamed by its 
voters for the failures of the 
government,’ Melamed said 
“Our greatest responsibility, 
the autonomy talks a8 con. 
ducted by Interior Minister 
Yoref Burg, is being discharged 
according to the directives of 
Prime inister Menahem. 
Begin Dr. Burg is essentially 
the expert technician, the 
wisard of the art of ‘siyasa’ 
(Oriental diplomacy]. 8o if 
Burg fails, that's Begin's 
problema 

Although Ben-Meir has 
calculated that in an election 
the NAP would gain on the 
roundabouts what it loses on the 
swings. the faction chairman 
counsels “Lat sleeping dogs 
lie.” 

As for future alliances, Ben. 
Meir thinks the NRP should 
keep its carda close to its chest 
till after the election results are 
deciared “Our first goal, after 
elections, should be to bring 
about a government of national 
unity. Our foreign policy 
challenges are considerable 
enough to make that easential. 
and on top of all that, we can 
never implement a healthy 
economic policy without a 
broad coalition base " 

Ben Meir surveys the 
alliance with the Likud 
retrospectively more in sorrow 
than in anger. “We have had 
our disappointments with the 
|.jkud, but there is no animosity 
such as existed between the 
Alignment and the NRP. We 
cannot forget our feeling that 
the Alignment was short 
changing us towards the end 
Hut the Likud, for all ite lower 
ministerial quality, gave us 
status and respect, and it never 
made the NRP «a promise which 
it did not keep.” Cj 





POLICL OMBUDSMAN OPENS SHOP 


ISRAEL! 


jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 24 Apr 80 p 3 


‘Article by Robert Rosenberg] 


l Text j 
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will be answerable only to the 
“Tne » official Ze'ev Margalit 

new , Ze'ev ' 
je a 8@-year-old lawyer who has 
been on the police force since 1068. 
From 1978 to 1078 he dealt with the 
public ® complaints against the 


lee 

Last year's efforte by policemen 
to form a trade union were ‘a con- 
tributing factor’ to the eetablish- 


—7? after Interior Minister 
= Burg handed him hie creden- 

The new position, which was in- 
it.ated by Burg's mi and pase. 
ed into law by the Knesset in 
February was originally proposed 
by Margalit in 1073 and ie seen ase 
step toward improving 3* 
morale A similar tion the 


IDF is held by 
Haim Laskov 


Policemen, their children. 
spouses. parents, siblings or friends 
can send complaints to Margalit. 
whose recommendations can only 
be countermanded by « signed 
order of the inspector genera! or of 
the head of the Prison Service 

‘My mandate is laid down by law 
and is limited only by law." 
Margal'( said 


v-Aluf (res) 


He starts work on Monday but he 
paid that compiainte have already 
begun reaching hie new office at 
Belt Agron in Jerusalem 

Burg made (he eatabiiehment of 
an internal police and prison om- 
budaman a priority when the Likwd 
government merged the Int 
and Police Ministries in i877. » 

Bul observers attribute the im- 
plementation now of Burg's 
proposal to the internal police tur. 
mo! and demorailsation that last 
year erupted into demande for a 
policemen'sa union. That turmol! 
was equashed after a half-hearted 
strike in Auguat failed to produce 
the nationwide work stoppage 
threatened by the union organisers. 


Margalit said he views his job g@ 
& watchdog post . 

Burg indicated the ombudem 
job had become necessary. ° 
question la not why it has 
now, but why it waen't do 
sooner. he eald 3* 







“politics” te tavelved. 

The policeman. Haim Bukovea. 
petitioned the High Court after he 
was dismissed three months 
Police said he was fired for not be- 
ing ‘sulted to the job.” but Bukovas 
maintains that he wae fired for hig 
involvement in the abortive effort 
to establish a union X 





LSRAEL 


BRIEFS 


PROMOTLON FOR MILITARY JUDGE--The vice-president of the Military Gourt of 
Appeals, Aluf-Mishne Shabtai Ziv, was promoted to Tat-Aluf on Friday, the 
Israel Defence Forces spokesman has announced. Ziv, who was born in lerael 

in 1933, graduated from the law faculty of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
He served in the Armoured Corps before moving into various posts in the army 
judicial system, including that of deputy chief military judge advocate. 

Ziv ie a graduate of the National Security College, and is married and the 
father of three. The IDF spokesman, Aluf-Mishne Ya'acov Even, has himself 
been promoted to Tat-Aluf. [Text] (Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 

20 Apr 80 p 2) 


‘JERUSALEM POST POLL--Tel Aviv--Public support for establishing settlements 
on the West Bank has dropped sharply in the last few months, the latest 
jerusalem Post poll shows, The poll, conducted by the Modi‘in Ezrachi 
applied research centre among 1,300 adults, showed that 49.6 percent of 
those interviewed support the continued establishment of settlements in 
Judea and Samaria. Forty-seven percent are against setting up new settile- 
ments in the territories, and 3.4 percent were undecided. in November 1979 
the proportion supporting continued settlement was 63.8 percent. In that 
poll, only 30.7 percent of those interviewed thought settlement activity in 
the territories should be stopped. in another question in the latest poll, 
a clear majority held that UN censures should not influence Israel's poli- 
cies. Question: Should UN censure be allowed to influence Israel's 

olicies? Yes--36.8 percent, no--59.6 percent, don't know--3.6 percent. 
[text } [Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 22 Apr 80 p 3) 


LABOUR MAJORITY PREDICTED--In a new poll of a cross-section of Israeli Jews 
conducted by Dahaf's Dr. Mina Zemach, last month's finding of an absolute 
majority for the Labour Alignment is repeated. The poll, which canvassed 

a representative sample of 1,200 and is to be published today, found that 
if elections to the Knesset were held now, the Labour Alignment would win 
61 seats, (33 in the 1977 elections); the Likud 25 (45 last time); the 
National Religious Party, 10 (12); the Democrats and Shai, 2 (15); all 
other parties in the Jewish sector, 16, totalling 114 out of the 120 seats. 
Zemach's poll is regarded with special respect, because she was the only 
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pollater to .orreetly predict the outeom f the May i¥/7 elections. she 

aleo tound tliat if the Likud were headed by Lzer Weizgman instead of Menahem 
Begin it wou.d garner 35 seate, and that if the Labour list were headed by 
Yitehak Rabin it would win 5/ seats. The poll found the following preference 
for the premiership: begin, 21.4 percent; Weizmann, 17.7 percent; Peres, 


24./ percent; Rabin, 29.9 percent, (Text) (Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in 
English 25 Apr 80 p 2] 
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LE BANON 


EFFORTS TOWARD PALESTINLAN-LEBANESE-SYRIAN AGREEMENT EVALUATED 
Sarkis-'Arafat-Assad Summit 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 21 Mar 80 pp 18-19 


[Article by Amin al-Siba'i: "Summit Level Coordination Between Sarkis, 
Assad and ‘Arafat; Deployment (of Lebanese Army) in South with Retention 
of Palestinian Presence; Resistance Turns to Verbal Agreements and Seeks 
Firefighter Role on Lebanese Scene") 


[Text] During the political consultations which Republican President 
Llyas Sarkis conducted with various Lebanese groups and forces about the 
clauses of the accord, the parliamentary delegation, which represented the 
National Struggle Front, brought up the issue of reorganizing relations 
with the Palestinian resistance. 


In their talks with President Sarkis, the members of the delegation attached 
great importance to holding direct working meetings on a summit level between 
the president of the republic and PLO Head Yasir ‘Arafat, operating on the 
clear-cut conviction that the most beneficial dialog is that which is being 
conducted between the Maronite official and the Palestinian resistance, not 
that which is only a dialog between the Palestinian official and the Mosela 
official. 


The struggle front delegation proposed to President Sarkis that there be 
some movement in the direction of holding bilateral working meetings between 
himself and Abu-‘Ammar, without there being any previous negative decisions 
or stands such as rejecting the idea of investigating the reorganization of 
relations with the resistance in a new, although temporary, version, on the 
basis that oral versions, like the National Charter, are still better than 
written ones! 


From the president's review of the political situation and the accord, it 
became clear to the struggle front delegation that Sarkis has become convinced 
of opening a new, direct dialog with the leaders of the Palestinian resis- 
tance; that he would mot reject, as he did earlier, the idea of meeting with 
Yasir ‘Arafat; and that after announcing the principles of the accord he will 
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turn hie attention to the bilateral Lebanese-Palestinian summit, the t 

and detatle of which will be determined according to circumstances and the 
results of the preparatory meetings which Prime Minister Dr Salim al-Huss 

is holding with resistance leaders. 


That day the members of the struggle front left the Republican Palace opti- 
mistic, announcing an obvious change in the state's convictions regarding 

sow to deal with the Palestinian resistance, and stressing that the mutual 
reservations which had been a cause for estrangement and alienation between 
the two sides had begun to fall away gradually as a result of new calc. ations 
ertaining to Lebanon and the region, and because cf an Arab effort made in 
beirut through diplomatic channels to clear the air and look for solutions 
while avotding the clashes such as those staged at the Tunis summit meetings, 
among other places. 


it subsequently became clear that the tendency of the Lebanese and Palestinian 

groups to rely on direct dialog and stress their mutual desire to estabiish 

new, positive cooperation was embodied in principle by President Sarkis’ 

confession of his desire that agreements be concluded with the Palestinian 

resistance, and by his sending the resistance a statement which supported 

the clauses of the accord and the legitimate authorities. This statement 

was the result of a preliminary agreement drawn up after negotiations about 
rdinacting activity between Beirut and Damascus, covering not only the 

regulatioa of Lebanese-Syrian relations but the moving of Lebanese-Pales¢tinia: 

relations towards a special phase of cooperation and stability. 


During his recent visit to Damascus, Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butrus heard 
(rank opinions about Lebanese-Palestinian relations, as well as viewpoints 
which in general said that stability will be arrived at through direct 
jialog, not through provocation and demanding what cannot be achieved, and 
that merely taking into consideration the situation and general interests of 
the resistance in any dialog will automatically lead to escaping the whirl- 
pool of disagreement. 


Then Arab diplomatic circles presented Lebanese officials with some facts 
wcich confirmed the Palestinian resistance's attention to the coming phase. 
Asong other things, the information said that the resistance leadership hac 
a number of occasions engaged in self-criticism of all the stands it had 
wiopted over the past 5 years, and that definite results had come from this 
riticism, including recognition that many mistakes had been made and that 
ome confrontation methods had been no good. Also, the belief was registered 
anew that the Palestinian revolution, in its alliance with Lebanese nationa) 
forces, had been forced to support these forces’ perseverance, fill security 
reaches, and consider eventualities in the confrontation with Israel, espe- 
‘ally since the latter had directed a great many attempts such as the 
ssassination of three resistance leaders in Verdun Street in 19/73. This 
was the operation which increased the resistance's conviction that its 
estiny required it to fight on two fronts--the front of confrontation with 
israeli enemy, and the front of reacting to attempts to attack it from 
~ithin Lebanese territory. 


53 











Then these diplomate eald that the new or advanced stand to which the resis- 
tance leadership te sow committed, and for which it is working, is building 
ridges to direct dlaiog with the legitimate authorities, beginning with the 
sreatdent of the republle and going on down to the base of the pyramid, as 
well as developing the procedures for lateral dialog with the Christian 
leaderehipsa, including che leadere of the Lebanese Front, and stressing 
that the resistance base decided to direct all its capacities and efforts 
to preventing the retucn of internal warfare to Lebanese territory, extri- 
ating the reelatance's fingers from the fire of domestic disagreements, and 
gradually Craneforming itself into a force with the goal of helping the 
domestic authorities restore stability, on the condition that its intentions 
be sound and that the key battle be the one with the Israeli enemy. 


in private talks conducted with him by some Arab diplomats, Yasir ‘Arafat 
said that the resistance leadership's decision to support the accord, and 
(ts readiness to tacilitete the task of the state and help pull Lebanon out 
the vortex of domestic war, constitutes in iteelf a practical and clear 

reply to seeret and open remarks about the Lebanese crisis. This means, 
‘iret of all, chat Lhe resistance leadership is in utmost harmony over its 
‘tand, and that in supporting the concept of the Lebanese accord it is 
reconfirming its commitment to preserving the unity of the Lebanese land 
ind people and its reaction to all forms of annexation. It is giving its 
ivilian and armed presence in Lebanon the nature of a temporary passage 

wards a homeiand fhie commitment is clear and firm, and is backed up by 
the Lebanese state s commitment, according to the contents of the republican 
president's message sbout the agreements concluded between the two sides, 
mynd Lebanon's rejection of the Camp David agreements. 


During Abu-'Ammar's meeting with Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butrus at the home 

‘f Husayb al-Sabbagh a week ago, these basic matters were discussed, and 

the outcome expected by Lebanon and the resistance in the next few months as 
a result of israel's insistence on hampering all potentials for perseverance 
and weakening the resistance's ability to exert political influence or expand 
was reviewed. The ¢.scusston entered into areas which in themselves con- 
stituted preparatory beses for the anticipated meeting between Sarkis and 
Abu~-'Ammar at Seitecdin, which past conditions prevented in spite of all 

Abu- Lyad's effort 


he preparatory isston preceeding the bilateral Lebanese-Palestinian 
umm t were connected with advice coming from the south, which proposed 
that the president make en effort to hold a tripartite summit meeting with 
President Hafiz ai-As and Yasir ‘Arafat to look into the security situa- 
tion, the Paiestinians presence in the south, and the outlines of a formula 
, which they couid o1) rely in expanding the state's authority in the south 
ind placing pressuré the Israelis to make them give up their control of 


e border et 


e details cl roposal were transmitted via some politicians to Damascus, 
where it was scul yy a number of officials. The door was left open to 
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the posaildiiity ! C@xae@ining the ceta i pere Geep AL the appropriate 


time, becaune rere Are Bome Opinioos tha the ripartit Sule .t i868 unnec 
eseary, and tha it ie enough for the ¢: Cah president to coordinate 
with Syrian offictale in matters pertaining to Lebanese-Syrian relations, 
and at the some time to coordinate Lebanese-Paleatinian relations with 


Yasir ‘Arafat, so ae Lo achieve the antictpoted benefits while keeping the 
loor wide open for resorting to Syrian arbicration in case any disagreements 
or sudden comoelications eccur, 


The preparatory atepea which will determine the features of the new coopera- 
Lion between the resistance and the state will inevitabiy run into some 
obatacies inherited from earlier circumstances--for example, how to determine 
the future military situation in south Lebanon. 


There are some ,;overnment figures who believe that south Lebanon is the 

bagi imax it , Sew, Open cooperation with the resistance, and that in 

organizing and purifying these relations it is not enough to say that the 

resistance should combat individual excesses and transgressions and issue 

statements saying chat it welcomes the army's entry into the region. Rather, 
ye entire military situation should be examined, and the army should be 

brought in in full feree, te control the roads and barracks and reinforce 


presence international forces, so that Security Council resolutions 
erta , to the border strip can be applied in the context of the inte- 
gra security plen being prepared in coordination with Syria. Also, the 

to's ‘sice lor agreements concluded with the Palestinian resistance 


must be met by a Palestinian desire to return the south to the authorities 
ve confirm the Arab summit resolutions calling for not launching any mili- 
ify operations against the israelis from within Lebanese territory. 


The Palestinians reply that mixing up demands and responsibilities will lead 
misunderstanding, because they are not the only ones in the south, nor 

ire they the only ones bearing arms there. There are Lebanese participants 

ear.og arms alongside them, commited to fundamental stands and political 
trines, who as 4 group constitute the national movement forces, in 

vidit vom te the Arab Lebanon Army. Therefore, as soon as the state defines 
« demands within the context of understanding the limits of each party's 
sponsibility, it will heve begun to follow the correct path. 


from the stendpoint of this concept, the resistance affirms its commitment 
Y mis agreement, to facilitating the legitimate authorities’ return 
parte of Lebanon, to the decision not to launch military operations 

gainst lereel from within Lebanese territory, and to its warfare against 


fors mnexation, without forgetting its rights, as defined in various 
greements, to have a presence, move about freely, and strive for Palestinian 
wer eft'ecliveness, to struggle against the enemy within its own 


me to reject any formula which would lead to weakening the 
fectiveness of the Palestinian resistance or reducing its influence and 








in order to bring Cogether all the various viewpoints, proposals have been 
studied, some of which call tor deriving a new, Cemporary agreement between 
the atate and the resistance in order to eliminate excesses in the south, 
leave private property to ite owners, and draw up limite for the Palestinian 
presence and activity, provided that this agreement be dropped as soon as 
conditions in the south return to normal and the ability to apply the Cairo 
agreement is restored to the officials. 


But the idea ie still being discussed, because of the president's unwillingness 
to move from the stage of seeking a formula to reduce the scope of the dis- 
sgreements to seeking a formula which would commit Lebanon to a new agreement 
similar to the Calro agreement, thereby giving Israel a new excuse for 

subduing the south, overthrowing the Security Council resolutions, and 
terminating the functions of the international forces. 


Does all of this mean that Lebanese-Palestinian relations are commencing on 
a new honeymoon? 


Actually, it is premature to talk of a basic change in the situation as a 
result of this Lebanese-Palestinian dialog, because both groups’ desire for 
-oordination and cooperation gay not be enough to convince anyone that their 
mutual understanding will end the Lebanese crisis. There are other local, 
Arab and international forces whose opinions and interests might not coincide 
with che Lebanese desire to restore stability to the south and to get its 
ards out of the hands of those who are dealing with them. But this does 
not preclude the statement that the mere establishment of a Lebanese-Pales- 
tinian understanding coordinated with Syria and transforming the Palestinians 
in deed, not word, into firemen extinguishing the flames of the continuing 
Lebanese war will automatically lead to shifting the Lebanese struggle from 
its bloody, destructive military context to its calmer political and demo- 
cratic context. 


The president is attaching great importance to this aspect of the dialog, 
and he considers it complementary to inter-Lebanese dialog which will lead, 
in its positive extension, to results which will automatically reinforce 
the state's efforts to extend its control over all Lebanese territory. 


This conviction becomes firmer in light of information that south Lebanon 

will once again return to the limelight of events during the next 3 months, 
that the Palestinian resistance there will be one target of the explosion, 

and that those who complain about Lebanon's standing alongside the forces 
opposed to the Camp David agreements are still capable of seizing the southern 
card and waving it in the faces of Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians. For 
this reason, prompt establishment of the tripartite agreement and coordination 
the summit level between Sarkis, al-Assad and ‘Arafat, and prompt imple- 
mentation of what is agreed on, becomes a goal in itself, before time runs 

out and positive intentions become nothing more and nothing less than 
ceremonial words! 
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Palestinian-Maronite Relations 
Louden AL*HAWADITH tn Arabic 21 Mar 80 p 19 


[Article: "Will Sham'un and ‘Arafat Meet Before Maronite-Palestinian 
Understanding Is Assassinated?" ) 


(Text) Only 2 hours after the intentional explosion by which its arrangers 
tried to assassinate Former President Kamil Chamoun on the circumferen..al 
road (the northern entry into Beirut City) a week ago, a bouquet of flowers 
arrived at the side of the former president, bearing a card with the name 
of the head of the PLO, the general commander of the revolution forces. 


A half hour after the bouquet arrived, an official of the Liberal National! 
Party approached Chamoun and informed him in a whisper that Yasir ‘Arafat 
following up his contact, seeking an explanation for his silence, and that 
he wanted to send a delegate on his behalf to reassure him of Chamoun's 
health and convey his best wishes for his recovery. 


Security measures were immediately taken to receive the delegate from the 
Palestinian resistance. These measures stretched from Chamoun's home in 
al-Ashrafiyah to the limits of western Beirut, safeguarding the arrival of 
the Palestinian delegate, Maj Midhat, at Chamoun's home. 


rhose who followed the details of the reception and meeting, and listened 

to the general discussion between Chamoun and Maj Midhat, attended by 

Deputy Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil, said that the visit in itself, although it 

was the first overt contact on the military level between Chamoun and the 
Palestinian resistance, in the presence of Phalangist Deputy Amin al-Jumayyil, 
nevertheless clearly confirmed, by means of the discussion which went on 
during it, that it was merely one link in a long series of secret contacts 
which had gone on and are still under way between the resistance and the 
Lebanese Front, in which the possibilities of resuming dialog and cooperation 
are being explored. 


Inat day, these sources conveyed the details of what went on in the discussion 
between Chamoun, Maj Midhat and Amin al-Jumayyil to Islamic political leaders 
in the western region, and said that the friendly talk was not limited to 
informing Chamoun of the Palestinian resistance's denunciation of the attempt 
to assassinate him, but dealt in general with the decision by Fatah's 
executive committee to support the accord, and the desire to establish an 
effective dialog between the resistance and the Maronite leaders, help 
extinguish the horrors and consequences of the Lebanese war, make prepara- 
tions from now for working meetings and dialog between the two groups, and 

to outline the possibilities of cooperation between them, arising from the 
resistance'’s desire not to be a party to internal political disputes and 

to establish firm positive relations with various forces and sects, including 
the Maronite forces. 
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Politicians in the western part of Beirut asked whether this was an indica- 
tion of an imminent meeting between Chamoun and Yasir ‘Arafat. The reply 
of those cirelea who had tranamitted the detaila of Maj Midhat's visit was 
that thi@ was not the basle point or purpose expected from the exchange of 
visits; that the meeting between Chamoun and Abu-'Ammar was only one link 

in the mutual understanding, a link which can wait so as to leave room for 
a firm commitment to the preparatory contacts and negotiations which must 
precede it. 


Then they said that the subsequent confusion among political and military 
alliances on the Lebanese scene led to an interruptionof the dialog. Then, 
the 1976 Damour and Qasr al-Sa'diyat incidents caused an estrangement between 
them, even though some sources affirmed at the time that the first concern 

of Yasir ‘Arafat and the late Kamal Junblatt, during the occupation of 
Damour, was to keep Chamoun alive and obstruct any attempt to eliminate 

him. After that came their desire to stand behind the facilitation of 
measures to transfer him by air from Qasr al-Sa'diyat before his invasion 

of the Juni area. 


In the past, Chamoun had tried to convince the Palestinians not to give in 
to Arab pressures, and to reach an understanding with the Maronites for the 
salvation of Lebanon and its causes, first of all. 


When this idea was brought up, it was said frankly that merely instituting 
such cooperation would imply reacting to the spectre of annexation and 
partition, and would ensure a mutual Lebanese-Palestinian understanding 

in such a form as to guarantee that every Palestinian who took refuge in 
Lebanon in 1948 would be able to remain on Lebanese territory if he so 
desired, with approval for granting him Lebanese citizenship if he wanted 

it. All of this would be in return for pursuing a policy which would lift 
from the shoulders of the Lebanese the burden of the bloody struggle which 

is rending their land, without the Palestinians achieving anything in return. 


Leftist sources in western Beirut say that specific information has been 
exchanged between the western and eastern areas about the phase through 
which Lebanon is now passing, the most outstanding danger of which is the 
attempt to carry out a series of assassinations of major political leaders, 
and perhaps even some prominent officials from the legitimate authorities, 
including at the same time some Palestinian leaders. 


these warnings became reinforced by the attempt to assassinate Chamoun, by 
what Yasir ‘Arafat heard about a definite schedule for future attempts, and 
by what Danny Chamoun said after his father's rescue about Abu-‘Ammar's, 
Walid Junblatt's and Muhsin Ibrahim's being exposed to unsuccessful assassi- 
nation attempts, news of which is still unclear. 


snhaykh Bashir Jumayyil pinpointed the situation precisely when he said that 
the phase of traditional civil war had ended, never to return, and that 








Lebanon had entered the phase of individual executions and assassinations, 
which in its dimensions and scope is much more serious than ordinary, 
traditional warfare. 


On his pact, Walid Junblatt also acknowledged the information pertaining 

to plots to set off the situation, Referring to the consequences of the 
clashes between Fatah and the Amal movement in the southern suburbs of 
Beirut last week, he said that he is afraid that those behind the explosion 
and assassination operations will be able to achieve their goals and s*rike 
a blow to the progress of the accord before it even begins. 


Will the attempt to resume the dialog between the Palestinian resistance 
and the Lebanese Front, and then between the Lebanese Front and the Lebanese 
national forces, be successful? 


There are many difficulties and hardships, but success in such a step is 
possible as long as everyone is commited to supporting the accord charter 

as announced by the state, because its clauses contain stands which are 

sure to deal with all the reasons for discord and estrangement, beginning 

with denouncing cooperation with Israel, going on to upholding the rights 

of the Palestinians and coordinating relations with Syria and Arab Lebanon, 
ind ending with the desire that the state achieve sovereignty and control 
ver all of Lebanon, including the border strip which is under the control 
of Sa’d Haddad and Israel. 


The important thing is that this attempt at accord not be exposed to assassi- 
nation by a mined car, or by kidnapping and execution, or by sudden destruction 
of its remaining framework. 
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LIBYA 


LIBYA'S CONTRADICTORY POLICIES LINKED TO PERSONALITY OF LEADER 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 22 Feb 80 pp 20-22 


[Article by Muhammad 'Abd-al-Mawla: '"Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi Threatens His 
Opponents Inside and Outside Libya: ‘We Will Execute Anyone Who Attacks 
Our Regime Even If He Were To Escape to the South Pole'; Qadhdafi Says 
That One Word of His Green Book Would Destroy the World and Another Would 
Rebuild It; A Man Who Likes the Limelight and a Personality Full of Con- 
tradictions; One Day He Is With You, the Other Against You; New Map of 
Libya Comprises Land in Tunisia, Algeria, Nigeria and Chad"] 


[Text] A few days ago, before the ministers of foreign affairs of Arab 
countries met in Tunisia to look into Tunisia's complaint against Libya, 
Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi contacted Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid 
and asked him to support Libya's call for the withdrawal of the French 
from Gafsa. The Algerian president replied, "You are right. We will call 
for the withdrawal of the logistical French group that landed in Gafsa to 
take part in the fighting against the insurgent elements. At the same 
time we want to support Tunisia in its complaint against Libya, because 
you allowed forces opposed to the Tunisian regime to receive training and 
arms and to invade Gafsa from your territory. Just as French intervention 
must be condemned, Libyan intervention must also be condemned." 


The conversation between the two leaders was not confined to this point. 
It turned into rebuke and accusations concerning the Moroccan Sahara. 
[They talked about] who was supporting the Polisario and inciting them 
against Morocco, and about who was extending his influence and his actions 
to Chad, Ethiopia and other areas of Africa and the Middle East. 


The discussion stopped short of becoming an Algerian-Libyan dispute. To 
preserve good bilateral relations, neither one of the two parties wants 
this discussion to turn into bickering, at least not at this time. 


The question that was raised by Arab observers and analysts is this: Why 
now’? Why did the Gafsa attack take place at this time in particular? Why 
is Libya, and to a certain extent Tunisia--the two rival powers--giving 
the United States, Russia and also France justification for direct combat 
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in Arab North Africa? Are not the fires being ignited by Washington and 
Moscow in the Arab East sufficient? 


lt could be that Libya had no intention of turning the Libyan-Tunislan 
dispute into a conflict or of fanning fires between the United States and 
Russia. Everything on the Middle East scene indicates, nevertheless, that 
the Libyan-Tunisian dispute has in fact become an explosive issue capable 
of setting fires. It is no secret that there are in Lybia thousands of 
foreign and Arab experts and military instructors. Even Palestinians and 
Syrians are now playing an effective role in the advanced weaponry that 
may now be found in Libya. It is this that drew the Gafsa incident into 
the framework of the cold war between the United States and Russia. It 
also brought France much closer to the United States and stole some of 
the limelight from the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 


If we did not want to exaggerate in this manner and overemphasize the role 
played by commurist experts and advisers in planning the operation or 

pushing Col al-Qadhdhafi into it, [we must still acknowledge] that Libya's 
entire policy resemble al-Qadhdhafi's personality to a large extent. He 

is with Tunisia, and he is against it; he is with and against Russia; he is 

with and against the United States; he is with and against unity; he is 

with Palestine, and against the resistance and the PLO. He is with "Abu 

Ammar [Yassir 'Arafat] and against Yassir ‘Arafat. Thus, Libya's representa- 
tive to the Islamabad Conference said: "All aid must be given to Abu ‘Ammar." 
He did not know that Abu'Ammar is Yassir ‘Arafat. 


All this "with and against" [business] expresses a personality that is 
unique in the world. It is a personality that speaks of a new "prophecy" 
at a time when the age of prophets has come to an end. Al-Qadhdhafi, as 
he told Italian correspondent (Fallaci) considers himself "the prophet of 
the desert." He came up with an "extraordinary" theory outlined in the 
Third Idology which he explains in his Green Book by saying: "One word 
from this book can destroy the world, and another can rebuild it." 


If writing about al-Qadhdhafi is confusing, then the reality of Arab policy 
is even more so. The Arabs have not yet agreed on a specific date for a 
meeting of the ministers of foreign affairs to look into Tunisia's complaint, 
even though Libya has agreed to the meeting. What then will the Arabs agree 
about? President Bourguiba refuses conciliation, and Col al-Qadhdhafi 
continues his attack on the Tunisian regime. [Meanwhile], the Arab 
countries that have rejected the Camp David Accords failed to draw up an 
alternative plan to the one that al-Sadat is pursuing. Furthermore, the 
disputes erupting among them prove that Arab rejection constitutes one of 
the basic [understandings] of the Camp David Accords, because it makes 
al-Sadat's policy, despite its disadvantages, the better of two evils. 


What will be Syria's position when the ministers of foreign affairs of the 
Arab countries meet in Tunisia? What will be Aden's position? For that 
matter, what position can Saudi Arabia adopt? Saudi Arabia is the country 
that had to suppress reluctantly all its objections to al-Qadhdhafi's policy 
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and conduct for the purpose of achieving 4 minimum of Arab solidarity which 
it could then use to exert pressure on the United States to obtain the right 
of selt-determination for the Palestinians. 


ihere ta no doubt that al-Qadhdhafi did place the Arab rejectioniat countries 
in an extremely eritical position. The man proved that he is an entgm and 
that the condemnation that wae gece of President al-Sadat early in his 
presidential term of giving a left signal and then turning right does not 
apply. Aleqadhdhafi is like that. The United States and Carter himself 
intervened mre than once to prevent Leypt from settling its accounts with 
ai-Qadhdhafi. Anwar Sadat's story with Carter at Camp David is well known. 
Al-Sadat had attacked al-Qadhdhati, describing him as a time bomb which 
treatened stability in the Middle East. He said that Egypt was determined 
to dismantle that bomb, but Carter told al-Sadat, “I do believe that he is 
a stabilizing factor and not an explosive factor [in the area]. I heard 
that he was building a mes ue in every village. Furthermore, who can 
accommodate the Nasirist tection more than al-Qadhdhafi?" 


in this sense al-Qadhdhafi is a genius. The interests of the United States 
are guarantee! 100 percent in al-Qadhdhafi's Libya, [even] more than they 
were in the days of King al-Sinusi. The Soviets’ share is guaranteed [also]. 
The United States pays the price of oil, and the Soviets receive their 
payments for the weapons. But al-Qadhdhafi's puzzling personality, which 
is simultaneously with and against one thing, lingers. This personality 
is a rich subject of inquiry. It is crystal clear and doubtless that the 
colonel is a human being. There is no ambiguity in his emotions, in his 
practices or even in his inconsistencies. He is uncouth in expressing his 
bellefe even if his statements cost him the loss of a friend or the hostility 
‘f a country. The colonel considers himeel! a man of mission, and men of 
mission think that only time can prove that what they say is right. 


Analysts say that if al-Qadhdhafi were in a country other than Libya, he 
would have been able to do much. But the fact is that it was the statement 
the ‘Abd-al-Nasir made when he met al-Qadhdhafi for the first time--"I saw 
my youth in you"=-that made al-Qadhdhafi feel responsible for ‘Abd-al-Nasir's 
sission, for unifying the Arab nation and for opposing imperialism. But 
there is a major difference: al-Qadhdhafi is not ‘Abd-al-Nasir, and Libya 
is not Egypt. Anyone who reads the historical encyclopedias that were 
published ia Geneva, Paris, Beirut and London under the personal instruc- 
tions and directions of Gol al-Qadhdhafi would realize the extent to which 
t realous young man is trying to ascribe to his country a Quixotic 
jaracter by distorting a number of historical facts that did not occur. 
Such chauvinism may force its practitioner into errors and commitments 
that are no longer suitable for this age. When ‘Abd-al-Nasir landed his 
troops in Yemen, his decision to do so was not a domestic one, but rather 
an international one. Although we did not say that it was approved by the 
nited States and by Russia, [we do realize that] they did cover for it and 
did mot attack it. But Col al-Qadhdhafi has found out that he cannot occupy 
Vatea because the decision to occupy it is more momentous than a decision 
which Libya can make. It is a decision in which the United States, Russia 
and also France participate. 
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Col al-Qadhdhafi has found himself many times the prisoner of this contradi: 
tion. When the leraelis shot down the Libyan airplane, the Arabe waited to 
nee what al-Qadhdhafi would do. Will he send a suicidal kamikaze airplane 

to bomb Israel so he could avenge the innocent Arabs’ How will he do that’ 


After that time Brig Gen Raymond ‘Iddih called upon him to meet that major 
cha Age. The Cherbourg boate that Israel had stolen from France were 

tc pase by the Libyan shores, and the brigadier genera) told al-Qadhdhati 
in an interview that was published at the time, “Now it# the time to respond 
ihe Arab countries are with you; the international community supports you; 
and France is not objecting because the boats were stolen." The stolen 
boats sailed a few miles from the Libyan coast, and some people said that 
they did enter into Libya's territorial waters because of poor weather, 

but the colonel did nothing. 


A short period after this incident Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal wrote that th 
colonel had wanted to purchase a nuclear bomb from Russia so he can bom 
israel. is it necessary for Libya to acquire an atomic bomb to strike 
israel’? There are other methods [to accomplish this]. But instead of 
carrying out his threats against Israel, the colone! attacked the Lebanese 
government, describing it as a client government and [accusing it] of 
treacherous practices against the Arab position because it had asked the 
resistance to coordinate its efforts with it to contain the reaction [that 
wes building up] to the missiles that were being launched from the South. 
ihe Lebanese government responded by wondering why it was being prohibited 


from acqutring knowledge of the reaction! 


Al-Vadhdhafi has gone through many contradictions whose explanation puzzles 
analysts. The colonel has become an enigma. He is the only book in the 
world that is difficult to read. 


“xampies are numerous. 


|. The Koran and the Prophetic Tradition: On the 5th of March 1973 the 
nel said, “The Koran provided solutions for all problems and concepts. 
he Koran transcends place and time. It is for this reason that we say 
» matter how much the world develops, it cannot infringe upon the Koran 
rc ascribe inadequacies to it.” 


But suddenly, the Koran became inadequate in the colonel's view. On the 

Sth of June 1978 al-Qadhdhafi said, “The Koran does not address the problems 
that we deal with in governing society. The Koran is one text and one book.” 
He added: "The Koran contains a part of that with which one can at present 
govern our society. Most of the rest of the Koran pertains to Judgment Day.” 


~Qadndhafi was not satisfied with abolishing the worldly rulings of the 
‘oran. He also abolished in the same address, as it appeared in the Libyan 
newspaper AL-FAJR AL-JADID, the holy Hadith in its entirety, saying that 
ome of it was not true. 
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AieQYadhdhali also abolished the Hegira calendar and imposed a new calendar 
on Libya. The new calendar meane that history te to be recorded from the 
date death of the prophet; in other words, from the date of the Lybian 
Revolution, 


od, whe sent down the Koran that transcends place and time, as the colonel 
saya, te now being forgotten, and the Prophet (who is a medium of inepiration) 
has become in al-Qadhdhafi's view a mere correspondent. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, 
who ia famous for hie fairness, is now an authoritarian dictator. The Holy 
Koran, which was sent to all people, was sent to the Arabs only. Al-Qadhdhafi 
sald, “The fact that the leader of Iran has adopted the cause of the Islamic 
Revolution is @ great thing, but we must understand that Islam is the 

religion of the Arabs. Islam was sent to the Arab nation. There have been 
mvements that adopted Islam and went beyond the boundaries of the Arab 

nation under the slogan of Islam, but these movements have become ludicrous, 
reactionary movements, and they have been placed in the waste paper basket 

of history.” 


© Culture, Education and the Ldeas of the Age: On page 75 of the book, 
sl-Vadhdhafi's Speeches and Statements” [one finds! that Libya is 
embarking upon “a cultural battle to destroy imported interpretations and 
reactionary ideas that are rotten and alien whether they be fror he east 
rom the weet. We, therefore, will burn the rotten books and ideas.” 
Ai-Qadhdhafi said, “A person can have a doctorate and etill be as ignorant 
1s a beast.” 


Col al-Qadhdhafi abolished the legal profession “because it is an exploitative 
phenomenon.” He abolished the existing laws and replaced them with immediate 

penalties that are imposed by the revolutionary committees. He fired the 
udges from their positions, and he abolished the posittons of attorney 
general and public prosecutor. The international debate that took place 
around the "Green Book" and the “Third Ideology” makes up for everything, 

even if costs amounted to 25 million dollars. 


"The Green Book” has a “solution to the problem of democracy.” Ail-Qadhdhafi 
announced in his book the establishment of “the people's authority” or “the 
me of the masses.” 


it fear that is making al-Qadhdhafi abolish all existing «tate institu- 
tions 


[he permanent revolutionary committees are located in camps. “These Camps 

are the permanent address where the revolutionary forces may be reached. 

Why do we pay attention to the revolutionary committees’ Because these 
ommittees represent me personally”--even though he had rejected the principle 
f representation. “Now, no Fascist can come to a military unit and give 
it an order to take over the radio station. Why? Because there is a 

revolutionary committee whose function is to respond immediately to any attempt 

against the revolution without [waiting! for orders.” 
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\, Jomestic Conditions and Companions: Al-Qadhdhali executed a number of 
Libyan university students in April 1977. Almost at the same time he 
executed 21 officers without a public trial because they had conspired 
avainat the regime, 


Al-Qadhdhafi spoke in Benghazi on 8 March 1979 and said, "If anyone in the 
country wants to challenge the revolution, we will most certainly attack 
and destroy his position even if it were a mosque. If he is abroad, we 
will go where he is, and we will attack and execute him. You, the revo- 
lutionary committees, will have to carry out this sentence even if that 
person were to go to the North Pole or the South Pole.” 


In spite of ite tremendous wealth, the state in Libya has nationalized 
everything: the small shops and coffee houses as well as the middle-sized 
farms and corporations. It closed grocery stores and replaced them with 
food complexes. 


Libya's international and Arab foreign relations do in fact constitute 

4 major problem. It seems that Col al-Qadhdhafi has permanently adopted 
Churchill's slogan, “Everlasting friendship does not exist; everlasting 
interest does." If this slogan does apply to the superpowers [who espouse 
it) to spread their monopolistic interests all over the world, what is 
Libya's justification for adopting it? 


it is not strange to find that Libya's practices are affecting its inter- 
national and Arab relations. There was a crisis between Italy and Libya 
following the kidnapping of (al-Hawni). Suspects were arrested, and they 
were put on trial in Rome and imprisoned after they confessed. (But the 
ase was settled after Libya bought a 10 percent interest in the Italian 
Fiat plant and after it paid 600 million dinars for an Italian airplane 
sssembly plant [to be established] in Libya). The attempt to assassinate 
‘Omar al-Mahishi created a crisis between Libya and Tunisia, and the 
udanese cook who refused to poison the food of one of the members of the 
Revolutionary Command Council was found, he had been hanged. 


lonel refuses to be engaged in a debate when he is confronted with 
these contradictions. He rationalizes any Libyan intransigence--inter- 
‘ional or Arab--from the premise of a conviction that the time for the 
#orid Revolution has come. What his critics describe as chaos, he calls 
claim of the masses to the world. He has applied this right to the 
siestinian Revolution, and he wanted to make his “Green Book" the guardian 
this revolution. The implications of this book not only liberate 
Palestine, but thev also liberate the world. 


Mere is another problem that the claim to neighborliness and brotherhood 
as not been able to resolve. Tunisia is the last country to which 


1.-Vadhdhafi's aspirations should have turned. But the man likes the 
imlieht, and whenever the world [seems to) forget him, he creates an 

‘ral or an international crisis. He tried this with Sudan, with Chad, with 

Mor o, with Egypt and also with the Palestinian Revolution. He tried to 
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contain the Fritrean Revolution: he supplied it with weapons and funds, 
and then turned against it, supporting the Marxist regime in Ethiopia. He 
tried to set up a government that supported him in Chad, and he supported 
the Islamic Front led by Hissein Habre and Ouedde! Goukount. Then he 
turned againet them and supported the Christiane and (Adal Kamou4), the 
southerner, and called for giving him command over the Moslems. (He may 
even ask him to adopt Islam just as he did with Bokassa and Idi Amin. 

One day he asked Radio Moscow to broadcast a telegram in which he stated 
that there was a God). The colonel supported the Badermeinhof organization, 
but then he turned against it and assisted West German authorities and 
identified the locations where the organization could be found. 


The colonel's story with Sudan is well-known. His friendship with President 
Numayri impelled him to hand over the communists to him. Then he turned 
against Numayri and supported the Sudanese opposition. It is not a secret 
to anyone that the colonel is undertaking the impossible to keep Algeria 
involved with the question of the Polisario, This involvement keeps West 
Tripoli away from the only country in the Arab Maghreb whose power Libya 
fears. An observer stated that Algeria was the only state that can shrink 
Libya's role on the Arab and African scenes. 


Lebanon's story with the colonel is well-known. It is the story of Imam 
Musa al-Sadr and the funds that have been overflowing. There are those 
who are saying that Libya is extending its hand to the Kurds of Iraq so 
that Baghdad would become a polarizing factor attracting Arabs whose 
arrival in Iraq is not desired by al-Qadhdhafi. As long as the colone] 
regards himself as ‘Abd-al-Nasir's heir, it follows that he is to inherit 
Egypt. The Libyan encyclopedia that has been rewritten stated that the 
Libyan Pharoah (Shayshanaq), had conquered Egypt in the 10th century B.C. 
and had liberated and unified Palestine and united Syria and Sudan under 
his command. History may repeat itself 3,000 years later. As long as 
the colonel is “the prophet of the desert,” his vital field is the desert 
which stretches between Chad, the Niger, Mali and Mauritania. According 
to al-Qadhdhafi Rommel was not a great military leader; he was stupid. 
According to him also, French policy in Africa is imperialist: “It is a 
policy of imperialism and intervention, and we will oppose it by all 
means including war. If a confrontation should occur, it will not be 

a limited one. We intend to expand the battle to all possible locations." 


The colonel's story with Yasir ‘Arafat is well-known. He wanted to 
embarrass the Palestinian Revolution [by involving it] in situations and 
practices against Egypt and al-Sadat. The matter reached the point of the 
colonel asking Yasir ‘Arafat to assassinate al-Sadat. Al-Qadhdhafi tried 
to divide the Liberation Organization, and he favored one organization 
over another, offering financial and military aid to one and holding them 
back from another. 


Last week in front of 30 armed men supported later by a force made up of 
20 armed men in the Tunisian city of Gafsa al-Qadhdhafi accused France of 
protecting the Tunisian regime from collapse. 
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L.ipyan-Tunisian relations had almost been broken. Before the Gafsa incident 
a dispute arose between the two countries because of the Continental Shelf, 
(The two countries disagreed about the sea water). The crisis of confidence 
between Libya and Tunisia is old. It began in 1974 when the colonel in- 
vestigated the question of unity between the two countries with President 
Hourguiba. Libya, however, continued to offer loans and aid which Tunisia 
later labeled as Libya's method of interfering in Tunisia's internal 
affairs. When Tunisia said this, Libya began implementing an organized 
operation to expel Tunisian workers and civil servants [from Libya] until 
that figure came to 12,000. This action affected relations between the 

two countries on the popular level so that every Libyan entering Tunisia 
was accused of working for al-Qadhdhafi's regime, and every Tunisian 
entering Libya was accused of working for Bourguiba's regime. 


ihe matter went beyond that according to the Tunisians. Libya began 
inviting Tunisian elements that opposed Bourguiba's regime. It trained 
them in the use of Russian weapons and assembled them in military bases 
near the borders with Tunisia. (Libya said that [these assembly points) 
were not bases but rather scouting camps that were open to whoever wanted 
to monitor them and to make a judgment of them). Before Gafsa an observer 
had said that the truce between Libya and Tunisia was a fragile one that 
may be brought to an end by any demonstration inside Tunisia. The demonstra- 
tion took place, and it was not a peaceful one like the Tunisians were 
.ccustomed to. The demonstration was a military one, and it occurred in 
Gafsa. 


funisia did not understand that any Libyan action occurs in the context 
of the freedom of action on the domestic and the foreign scenes that was 
permitted by the "Green Book.” This freedom of action was justified by 
the Libyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs when it published in 1976 a new 
nap of Libya that included land from Nigeria, Chad, Tunisia and Algeria. 
[t was on this basis that the Libyan army had occupied in 1973 the area 
(Ouzou) in Chad. This is a hilly area that is 114 square kilometers 

ind contains large quantities of uranium. At that time observers regarded 
the occupation of (Ouzou) hill as the reason for the open U.S.-French 
truggle for Chad's uranium. The United States was keeping its eyes on 
‘he uranium mines there, and France was refusing to give up its moral, 

litical and economic positions in its former colony. Gafsa drew two 
\rab countries into this infernal game, and it expedited the arrival of 
French troops into the land of both Tunisia and Libya. 


The problem here is that the colonel does not view the problem from a 
total strategic perspective. Instead, he looks at it as separate from 
the ambitions of the world’s superpowers, and this is the same problem 
that beset the “Green Book." It looked at the world through [the eyes) 

the Libyan Revolution and believed in the necessity of universalizing 
the experiment. 


basic question in the entire subject remains this: What can the Arab 
eague do for Tunisia? 








\l-Vadhdhafi can spend more money in the media. Consequentiy, Tunisia 
cannot benefit if the outcome will be a verbal battle. 


Imposing penalties on Libya is not possible because the Arab countries 
are divided on this regard. 


bringing about the military downfall of al-OQadhdhafi is not possible. 

As long as the United States believes that al-Qadhdhafi is a model of 
stability and, consequently, does not give LCeypt and the Libyan 

opposition the green light to do away with his regime, the Arabs ana the 
Libyan people will continue to put up with the colonel, with his explosive 
mood and with his desire to confront the world every day with a new narra- 
tive, a provocative story and an inflammatory position. 


in this area the Arab countries are like the Libyan opposition: both of 
them are unable to solve the colonel's problem. 








MOROCCO 


BOUCETTA INTERVIEW IN PARIS FOR 'AN-NAHAR NEWSLETTER 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 14 Apr 80 pp 3-5 
(Interview with Foreign Minister Boucetta by Randa Takieddine] 


[Text } Moroceo’s conflict in the Wester Sahara with the 
Polano Front has been a source of international 
concern for several years. Morocco, as Foreign Minister 
M'hamed Boucetta stresses in the following exclusive 
interview with An- Nahar Arab Report & MEMO's Randa 
Takieddine, insists that the issue of the Western Sahara 
is “artificial” because it involves “the territorial integrity 
of our country.’ Mr Boucetta indicated, however, that 
Morocco considers Libya now as bearing a greater 
responsibility for the fighting than does Algena, the 
Polisario Fronts other backer, linking the guerrilla war 
in the Sahara with last January's read on the Tunisian 
mining town of Gafsa. 

Mr Boucetta was speaking in Paris, where he was 
accompanying King Hassan during a private working 
visit. Mr Boucetta said King Hassan’s talks had also 
covered the Arab-Israeli conflict and he describes French 
President Valéry Giscard d'Estaing’s statements on 
Palestiman mghts as “definitely encouraging” Mr 
Boucetta also warmly endorsed Iraq's call for an Arab 
Charter as the basis for settiement of disputes inside the 
Arab world. The interview follows 


Q. There are reports that France ts mediating between 
Algeria and Morocco on the conflict in the Western 
Sahara What is Morocco’s postion on this conflict and 
will there by any change in your country’s policy 
towards the Sahara and the Polisario Front’ 

A 1 am accompanying His Majesty King Hassan on a 
private working visit to France. The visit was not 
especially concerned with the question which you 
referred to, but more precisely with general questions 
dealing with our part of the world and, above all, with 
questions concerning the Middle -ast. As you know, 
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there have been developments i the Middle bast 
following the statements made by President Giscard 
d'Estaing during his recent tour of the Middle East and 
afier the meeting of the Al-Quds Jerusalem) Committee 
at which His Majesty King Hassan presided. He is also 
President of the Islam Conference 

Insofar as bilateral relations between Trance and 
Morocco are concerned, what has beer done will be 
explained by our King after his visit 

Concerning mediation undertaken by France, | do 
not think that this is the way in which the question 
should be posed France has always insisted on 
preserving some sort of neutrality in thes conflict. But | 


can confirm that 4elations are excellent between 
Moroceo and France and we try to keep them this way. 


Q. Keturning, however, to the Saharan conflict, has your 
position changed or evolved on this question, especially 
since Algeria's new President Chadli Benjedid came to 
power’ 

A This conflict is an artificial one in our view. For 
Morocco, it meant the liberation of one portion of its 
terntory and this has been done after many events and 
efforts, through negotiations with Spain and following 
the appeal of the UN Secunty Council. As a result, the 
tension in the Sahara now is in our view totally artificial 
and is not caused of initiated by Morocco. Of course, we 
wish to return to peace in the arca and create an 
atmosphere of cooperation and understanding with all 
our newghbours, induding Algeria. It is in this spurt that 
Morocco has always accepted that negotiations and 
contacts be undertaken with Algerian officials. 

His Majesty King Hassan has addressed an appeal to 
the President of the Organisation of African Unity to 
organise a Round Table of all countries bordering the 
Sahara in order to bring solutions to this conflict and 
make this region an area of understanding and peace. 

As to the Moroccan position, it is very clear’ we 
insist On the territonal integnty of our country. 


Q: You just said that Morocco would not oppose 
negotiations with Algena. Can you be more precise on 
the basis and the nature of such negotiations’ 

A: We would like to see the establishment of some sort 
of entente between officials of countries bordenng the 
Sahara in order to create an atmosphere favouring 
cooperation at all levels to permit the development of 
the area in a way which would benefit the peoples of the 


region. 


Q. | asked earlier if you thought that the change of 
presidents in Algeria had altered the situation. Do you 
think there wil] be a rapprochement between the two 
countries” 
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A: We would not intervene in the internal policy of any 
country. The changes in Algeria are internal questions 
and none of our concern. On the other hand, we wish to 
see an end to the existing tension in Our area and the 
solution would come from direct contacts and frank 
discussions. 

In our view, Polisario was created artificially after 
the liberation of Moroccan territory and it was created 
to cause problems for Morocco. On this question, the 
people of Morocco stand unanimously with the King to 
defend our territory. 

What you call Polisario is a group of people who 
have nothing to do with the Sahara. They are a form of 
subversion and the aspects of this subversion were 
demonstrated not only in the Sahara but also in Tunisia, 
in the Gafsa incident. 


Q: Do you mean to say that Polisario played a role at 
Galsa” 

A: The latest mformation published in Tunisia and 
elsewhere shows that it was the same phenomenon that 
we witness in the Sahara. At Gafsa and in the Sahara, the 
same types of weapons were used, the same methods, 
the same routes and the incidents occurred in the same 
way. Arms which we capture when these groups attack 
Morocco come almost always from Libya. 


Q: You describle Polisario as a subversive group and you 
refuse to recognise that there isa militant people known 
as Polisario which 1s struggling for independence. How 
then do you explain ther diplomatic gains in the 
international forum and thew recognition as an existing 
people by the UN” 

A: I think there is a mistake. You heard our claim during 
the OAU conference, where we witnessed bias against 
our position, a lack of neutrality and partiality against 
Morocco. We have tried to explain the real situation in 
Morocco throughout Africa and in other parts of the 
world. I repeat that the problem is one of the territonal 
integrity of Morocco. We have tried to explain to our 
African brothers and to others that this is much more a 
problem of our territorial integrity than a problem of 
the existence of a people or the defence of a principk. 
This is because the problem is at present posed around 
the principle of  self-determimation. For us, 
self-determination can mean many things, mainly the 
return to a mother country after being cut off from it by 
colonial ists. 

In any event, the people of the area have expressed 
themselves clearly on this issue through the Djymaa (a 
local assembly), which expressed unanimous support for 
Moroccan territorial unity. Also, we have now held local 
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and national elections which have retlected the 
support. We have members of our parhament wh 
represent the area, we have local auvhorilies 
municipalities and chambers of commerce ana 
agriculture which represent these people. This is how we 
explain the real situation in the Saharan provinces. 


Q: It would seem that Morocco is facing a very difficult 
economic situation. Are you receiving any financial 
assistance from France and trom other Arab counties al 
present? 

A: Like many other countries with the same resources 
and the same level of development, Morocco has some 
problems arising from the world economic situation, 
especially problems of energy. Morocco is tryme at 
present to overcome these problems with the assistance 
of its friends and also through its own efforts. Our 
relations with some European and Arab countries belp 
us in launching our development and to face this 
difficult situation. In this spirit we have the close 


cooperation and help of some Arab friends like Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia. But of course we rely first and foremost 
on the efforts we are making ourselves for our 
development. 


Q: You spoke of difficulties arising from the problem of 
energy. Do you get assistance in this from Arab OPEC 
countries’ 

A: Yes we do. Iraq provides us with a quantity of oil, 
with a payments facility. This consists of a loan without 
interest to pay for the oi). Recently, we had a visit by an 
important delegation from Iraq to get an overall view of 
cooperation with Morocco, especially in the field of 
energy. 


Q: Do you have any figure concerning Iraqi assistance 
over energy” 

A: Morocco imports vil from many countries, of which 
Iraq is one. Our imports from Iraq cover about 
one-seventh of our needs. Concerning the Iraqi facility 
and cooperation with them, the question is under 
consideration and there are as yet no precise figures. 


Q. How is production of phosphates going in Morocco, 
bearing in mind the low market pnce” 

A: Our production is being maintained at the same level 
of about 20 millicn tonnes for both output and exports 
despite the fluctuation in pnces, which generally do not 
follow the nsing curve of oil pnces. 


Q: Returning to political questions, you mentioned at 
the beginning that you had discussions with French 
officials on the Middle East following the statements 
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made by the French president on Palestinwn autonomy. 
Have you felt during your talks that a French invitation 
will be forthcoming soon to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat? 

A: 1 did not personally take part in the talks on this 
topic. But I can assure you that the statements made by 
the French president in the Middle East were definitely 
encouraging. They enable not only France, but Europe 
as a whole, to play a more dynamic role in seeking an 
overall solution to the problem of the Middle East. Of 
course, we believe that any solution to the Middle 
Eastern conflict cannot be reached unless the Palestinian 
problem is solved. This is the crucial factor in the 
conflict, so the statements of President Giscard d'Estaing 
which consider the Palestinian problem to be not one of 
refugees but a problem of the Palestinian people is a 
view which encourages us to think that Europe can play 
amore dynamic role. 

Referring to the question of an invitation from 
French officials to Yasser Arafat, we hope sincerely that 
this will come about. But this is a matter which must be 
decided by French officials and it is not our business to 
speak on their behalf, 


Q. Your position on the Palestinian issue and the Middle 
Eastern conflict seems to be very far apart from that of 
President Anwar Sadat of Egypt who engaged in separate 
peace talks with Israel. How do you reconcile Morocco’s 
friendly relations with a president who is considered to 
have betrayed the Arab cause’ 

A. I would like to clarify and explain the position of our 
country on this question. We have good relations with all 


Arab countnes. When Morocco took a position on 
President Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem (in November 1977), 
we made it very clear that we wished that the visit could 
lead eflectively to the solutions adopted by the 1974 
Arab summut meeting in Rabat. | would like to remind 
you that the essential clements put forward by this 
meeting emphasise the |ollowimg policies 

1) That the Palestinian problem is the main issue and 
the Palestinian people are represented by the OLP as 
their legitimate representative 

2) That all Arab territories occupied after the 1967 war 
be surrendered by Israel, including Jerusalem. 

3) That no peace or solution is possible if there is not an 
overall settlement. 

As the Camp David negotiations were going on, we 
saw that they did not coincide with the 
above-mentioned policies. So of course we explained our 
view and our disapproval of these agreements during the 
Arab summit conferences at Baghdad and in Tunisia. 
These are matters which have nothing to do with 
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feelings. They are our responsibilities, Gur 
responsibilities are to respect the resolutions of th 
Rabat summit and see to their implementation. This is 
what His Majesty King Hassan is trying to do: to see thal 
these decisions are implemented through Arab solidarity 
in order to achieve an overall settlement. Our King has 
chosen to act this way through the Arab League, the 
Islamic Conference and the Al-Quds Committee, 


“whew Fe e e 4 “a* o.° 


Q: You have just spoken of Arab solidarity. How do you 
view this in a region torn by conflicts: Morocco and 
Algeria, Libya and Tunisia, Iraq and Syria, etc. Where do 
you see this solidarity’ 
A: We are the first to regret such inter-Arab conflicts 
because we think that this solidarity is a must and our 
responsibility should be to try to resolve these 
inter-Arab disputes in order to use the capacities which 
we have in a positive way to try to find an overall 
solution to the Middle Eastern problem. In this spirit we 
strongly support the Arab Charter proposed recently by 
Iraq, which underlines the framework in which 
inter-Arab differences and conflicts should be resolved: 
negotiations, understanding and non-intervention in 
internal affairs. 

It is only through such a policy that solidarity can 
be achieved in a more concrete and rational way to face 
threats to the Arab nation. 


Q: Last week there was a meeting of African Foreign 
Ministers in Paris which was attended by the French 
Foreign Minister. What was the aim of this conference 
and what was done there” 
A: Morocco was present as an observer at this 
conference, which was concermed with Franco-African 
cooperation. Some other problems were of course 
discussed, notably those relevant to the security of the 
African continent and the problem in Chad, which is 
very serious. We expressed ourselves clearly on this issue. 
Any civil war is very bad, both for the country involved 
and for the region, and we see every effort to restore 
peace in Chad as a positive step in the interest of the 
entire continent. Any conflict which tears apart 
countries in Africa is very harmful for the continent as a 
whole. 

We would like to say that we will always respect 


the principle of non-intervention in internal affairs of 
others. But we will always be ready to respond to our 
African brothers when they ask us for help, as was the 
case in Shaba (in Zaire, where Morocco sent troops) or 
elsewhere to keep wars away from Africa that would 
harm its people and prevent its development and 
prosperity. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


HOUSING ACCOMPLISHMENTS REVIEWED; COORDINATED STRATEGY URGED 
Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 23 Feb 80 p 4 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Muhsin al-Dawud: "Is Housing Crisis Over?; Housing 
Agency Provides 40,000 Residential Units; Real Estate Fund Provides Over 
200,000 Residential Units" ] 


[Text] Housing is one of the biggest problems the state had to face about 
five years ago because of demand for housing following the rise in per capita 
income, and because of the influx of foreign labor from all over the world 

to share in the kingdom's progress. We can now say that the housing problem 
is over thanks to the coordinated efforts of the state which provided all 

the requirements to solve the housing crisis. 


Of course, the efforts expended to make housing available are numerous and 
varied. The establishment of the Real Estate Fund may currently be the most 
effective of them, as it offers loans to enable citizens to build their own 
homes. Other contributors to the housing effort include the ministries of 
public works and housing, municipal and rural affairs, defense, and the 
interior, and a number of stock corporations. 


The Real Estate Fund 


Since its establishment five years ago, the Real Estate Fund has been 
participating in the construction of over 200,000 residential units all over 
the kingdom, through private and investment loans. It is known that each 
investment loan provides more than one residential unit. The average is 
between 5 and 15 apartment units. The Fund continues to give many loans 
throughout the kingdom. This may provide, during the next two years, 
residential units equivalent to half of the number provided during the past 
four years. This is due to the facts that all categories of citizens are 
actively building houses, that investment in the construction industry brings 
large profits in a short period of time, and that most citizens are trying 
to take advantage of loans from the Real Estate Fund as soon as possible, 
because of the impression that loans will continue to be given for only a 
limited period of time. 
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Conetruction activity has raised the prices of underdeveloped land to 
fantastic levels and limited conatruction possibilities within city limits 
due to outrageous land prices, it alec limited investment of large amounts 
of money tn industrial or agricultural projects by a number of people who 
prefer to speculate in land tnvestmente. 


lowever, no one can deny that the kingdom was actually in urgent need of 

a very Large increase of residential units, espectally during the past tew 
years, to solve the housing crisis and provide modern housing for the citizens 
and a large number of [foreign] workers. 


The Ministry of Public Works and Housing 


Relative to this ministry, our discussion will be limited to the activities 
of the Housing Agency which is responsible for providing residential units 
for the limited-income residents. The surge of development in the country 
during the past few years has led the Housing Agency to institute two housing 
programs. The first program aims at providing residential units on an 
expeditious basis, named "expeditious housing.” As of this date, this 
program has provided Jiddah with 1936 residential units and Dammam with 1644 
units, aod is currently building 1152 residential units in Riyadh. These 
units are in the form of housing developments each of which is built around 
» center which makes it independent of other developments or of external 
traffic. The lower levels of each center include shopping areas, parking 
garages and air raid shelters. These residential units wi.l be distributed 
to citizens with limited incomes according to specific conditions to ensure 
the allotment of these units to those who really qualify. 


The second program of the housing agency is ‘public housing" in the form 

»t semi-independent residential neighborhoods. Currently under construction 

are 5041 residential units in Rivadh, 34420 in Jiddah and 4140 in al-Khubar. 
ddition, the following are in the planning stage and will soon be ready 

for implementation: 5500 umits in Mecca, 55900 in Medina, 4000 in Buraydah, 

258 in al-Qatif, 1200 in al-Khafji, and 5210 to the east of Riyadh. 


“hen both programs are fully completed, they will have provided about 40,000 
(dential units throughout the kingdom 


+ Ministry of Municipal! and Village Attairs 


This ministry has contributed to the housing effort through new town and 


age plans that are being distributed free to citizens to expedite the 
scquisition of loans from the Real Estate Fund. The majority of smal] 
towns currently have new,-comprehensive pia vering all available services. 
Over three quarters of the lands of these towns have been developed by their 
wners through the Fund's assistance. I[ will not attempt to list all these 
towns a8 they are ¢ many. Among them are al-Zalfa, a.-Ghatt, al-Jawf, 
Tabuk, and others. The ministry has als atributed to the housing effort 


granting land ¢ limited-income resident f ir ge ities like Rivad! 





jah, t pranted 20,000 limilted=income ltizens residential iots in 


he it f Ki ih, Each Nas an are A GOO square meters, Each recipient 

juired to iild a house on his lot during a period not to ex eed four 
eal Otherwise, the lot would be given to another citizen. The Jiddah 
wntcipality is doing the same, as it intends to distribute a number of lots 
ti imiced-income residentea, 


1 addition to this, lands are granted throughout the kingdom to each youth 
sho graduates trom any untversity within or outside the kingdom, These lands 
ive helped or will help stimulate the construction activity and increase 


residential units 


ther ntributors ¢ the housing effort are: the ministry of defense and 
" tion, through residential units provided to its emp loyees in every part 
ne Kingdom, the ministry of interior, the Riyadh University, the Saudi 
rate mpany, and the General Agency for Social Insurance. 
wii this quick review of some of the housing activities, what can we 
i the future f the ising program and its role in the kingdom's 
fficuat ¢ ind irate and mplete statistics on the combined 
ing efftor tr aA gen ernead 
t revent excessive expansion of residentiai nstruction, followed 
[ nm prices affecting a ai. itizens, as happened in a 
Ath Ountry recentiy we must firs ind foremost have mplete and 
i lcs iil the residentia, ‘ ects of all agencies as wel) 
izens. [I hope that this vw done through the General 
re. *tatiaetics due — expertise thie fleld, and because it 
al e ditferent types : tatisti the numbers, types, anda 
Tr f the populatior Thi ld be achieved in cooperation 
et rities cerned, j as ninustry of municipal and 
i tty inistr i ina ‘ ing pianning. ine housing 
J #7oOuiG e tre f ingati “nich all rrent mo 
2 | ‘ , ase rei id that irrent housing 
x jepe sSuMption est i sitistics which are 
pre j easurements of population size 
‘ ec rdina imne ali 
. that e muitiplicit 
i j F e&xagipit * ould a 
‘ ‘ it i ‘ mmortner house 
‘ Work f project hould bs 
ire ist ecifi es, Ma enerit 
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BRIEFS 


WATER PROJECT LMPLEMENTATION--Nasser al-Shahri reports that Prince Khalid 
al-Faysal, Governor of ‘Asir Province, announced approval of a plan to build 
a desalination plant in the ‘Asir Province which will service the two cities 
of Abha and Khamis Mushayt and over four hundred adjacent villages. 

Average water production in the first phase will be 50 million gallons per 
day, brought from the Red Sea through the rift between the cities of Abha 
and Gizan, about 200 kms from the city of Abha. Electrical power will aiso 
be generated when this plant is operative. According to the Public Agency 
for Desalination, the total capacity of all desalination plants in the kingdom 
«ill be over 416 million gallons a day by the end of 1980. ([Jiddah ‘UKAZ 

in Arabic 1 Mar 80 p 1] 9455 


CENTRAL HOSPITAL IN NAJRAN-~A major section of the central hospital project 
in Najran has been completed. Work is making steady progress on this 
project to provide medical services to the residents of the region. The 
hospital will cost approximately 35 million riyals, and it will accommodate 
200 beds. It is being built on an area of about one square kilometer. The 
construction period is two years, the greater part of which has passed. 
This project is part of the ministry of health's plan to construct central 
public hospitals and clinics in various parts of the region to provide health 
vervices to the citizens of these areas. Fifty clinics were recently 
established or redeveloped in various needy parts of ‘Asir Province. 
[Rivadh AL=RIYADH in Arabic 23 Feb 80 p 2) 9455 


‘AJRAN DAM PROJECT--The cinistry of agriculture is currently constructing, 
through four international companies, the largest concrete dam in the Wadi 
\i-Madiq area in Najran. It is scheduled for completion four months from 
sow. The dam will cost around 300 million riyals and is considered one of 
‘he largest dams in the Arabian Peninsula. It is designed to meet the needs 
Nejran for drinking and irrigation water for the longest possible dry 

season. Specialized agricultural sources confirm that Najran will be one of 
‘he top agricultural areas in the kingdom after this project is completed. 

t ts well known for agricultural production in all four seasons, and its 
erctile soil is suitable for growing all kinds of crops. [Riyadh AL-RIYADH 
mn Arabic 25 Feb 80 p 2) 9655 








wi PETROLEUM REFINER ‘i itieeoh! ’ re cent f ied between thr 


ste mpaay for Petroleum and Minerale retromin) and the American Mobil 

(ompa to conastruct 4 petro.ieum retiner in the port of Yanbu’ with a 
pioductton capactty of 290,000 barrela per day Petromin and Mobi) will 

s.are (he Ate of construction and production of gasoline, aviation fuel, 
heating of | and other petroleum product ‘etromin's board of directors 


id approved the agreement with Mobil as part of a plan to bulld about five 
refineries in the Kingdom ¢ refine some one million barrels per day, 
and t expand exiating refineries. The Yan! u’' refinery will be suppiled by 

the east-west pipeline (Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 5 Mar 60 p 2) 9/55 








SYRIA 


NEW AMERICAN STRATEGY IN MIDDLE EAST RIDICULED 
yamaecus AL-BA'TH tn Arabic 17 Feb 80 p 7 


‘Editorial by Muhammad Mansur: ‘Washington Begins to Implement Its New 
trategy’’) 


lext) The epeed of the movements which our region has witnessed, especially 
the successive visits by American officials and those who circulate in their 
rbit, requires that S%ou stop and start asking questions. You see what is 
‘appening, but what is behind all of this? Is this movement in the interest 
of the native population of the region or in the interest of 
merican alt The American movement has been accompanied by concentrate 
movement by the followers of American policy. This @eans not only the 
jirect parties to Camp David but the indirect follower who are still 
‘rvying te hide their subordination under different names. 


‘he speed of the American movement in the :egion indiceces that the aim behind 
not omiy establishing spectfic alliances in the region. Instead, some 

‘eel that the etage of alliances has ended, and what is happening comes within 

the context of the conspiratorial plan prepared for the region since Henry 

Kiesinger was an official in the White House. This plan of Kissinger's, as 

\s known, f@ aimed at changing the geography of the region. This change, as 
ayself and the news media noted, means that the region is a candidate for 

partition into entities of a new type, so that they may serve short-term and 
og- tere tepertalist goals. 


e American and other contacts which are taking place secretly and openly 
sround we call not only for questioning but for real fear. Naturally, this 
intense and rapid sovewent by the Americans and their followere from within 

! outeide the region did not come about suddenly. It came as a result of 

planning which was dome with remarkable care and precision. This plan 
is now being put into effect under many titles and pretexts. One of the 
‘ooumerable examples is “fortification” against the so-called Communist 

anger, which was unseen by anyone except the leaders in the White House and 

se who circwlate in thetr orbit. More serious than that, some of then 

' begun to act as if the presence of israel does not constitute any danger 

‘he Arabe and the people of the region as a whole. They have begun to 
» and ewen adopt Washington's point of view, which geans Israel's point of 











events in iran and Afghanistan are the best evid of this. 
t here is that the purpose of if, Plica@lson, ageinat ‘ alleged 
omm@uniat danger i@ not just the Soviet Union, but aleo al. Lhowse whe 
eslet or try to resist imperialist interests and goals in the region. 


this framework, we would like to refer to a statement by American 
retary of Defense Brown during his visit to the region last year, hk 
id, and we quote, "I have come to put the finishing touches on the new 
wmerican strategy in the region,” The arrival of the firet signe of the 
werlean intervention force in the Arab Gulf region a few days ago means 
e beginning of this strategy to which Brown referred, 


an ase, there are those who still think that they are giants. They 
retend allegiance to nationalism, patriotism, etc! In fact, it is certain 
that they are only one of the elewents of a new game which may burn the 
Zion. my | ey themselves will be fuel in this game! 











APPEAL LAUNCHED FOR STRENGTHENING OF REJECTION FRONT 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 29 Feb 80 p 8 


/Article by Jibran Kuriyah: “Behind che News: Development of the Front 
is a Very Urgent Task''/ 


Text/ In the National Action Program which President Hafiz al-Asad pro 
claimed on 6 March 1975 om the occasion of the beginning of his second con- 
stitutional term, he seid, “The spirit of fraternity and solidarity among 
the various sectors of the people is most capable of confronting the prob- 
lems we have been exposed to and bringing us forward to progress and pros- 
perity. It ie an affirmation of the continued political, cultural, mili- 
tary and economic construction of the country. It is the determination and 
latent to sacrifice so that we may build and implant the strong pillars of 
a dignified domestic and national life. The first step on this course of 
sures is one of continued action to strengthen our national unity, which 
mas been and will remain our first bulwark and keenest weapon with which 
to face all challenges, transcend all obstacles and achieve all goals.” 


Mentioning these important words which the president said 2 years ago ap- 
proximately, during this delicate period through which our region is pass- 
ing, displays to all patriots, progressives, nationalists and sincere cit- 
lzens the wise leaders’ true position on the subject of national unity and 
the extent of the farsightedness which che policy of the leader al-Asad 
and the opening to ail forces for good among the people have enjoyed. 


Tne view of the leader a!-Asad regarding the future of the struggle be- 
tween the Arab nation and che imperialist and Zionist enemy was a coupre- 
vensive ome which saw clearly into the future, warning of the great tasks 
waiting for us and lying upon us, foremost among them the strengthening of 
national unity, mobilization of all forces for the struggie, the opening 
of the way for all forces, elements, groups and categories interested in 
the struggle against imperialism and Zionism and on behalf of the progress 
tf the people and follow up on building the country so that they may par- 
ticipate in the conflict and bear their responsibilities of defending the 
nation, expelling the tmperialist-Zionist front from the Arab nation and 








etrueellog to liberate occupled Arab Cerricories and \rantee the nation 
ai ciente of the Palestinian Arab people. 


Aitoough an unjustified sluggishness has befallen etforts to develop the 
national progressive front which the president called for when he said, on 
» March 1978, “The approval of a new formula for the national progressive 
front, tn which the broadest masses of the citizenry will take part, will 
guarantee che further implanting of national unity, will increase ite ef- 
fectiveness, and will strengthen the role of the progressive national ‘ront 
in leading political and mass action in the country;" 


And although a sluggishness has befallen the efforts to develop the front 
in the period preceding the Seventh National Conference; the president has 
on varlous occasions reaffirmed the importance of national unity and devel. 
opment of the national progressive front. 


In the statement the president made at the concluding session of the Sev- 
‘oth Nacional Conference, he summarized the theory of the new stage in the 
poillcical life of the country regarding national unity and development of 
the progressive national front when he stated "In the desire to improve 
che current status of the front, the conference has recommended that the 
arty command strive to achieve the following: one, realize more solidar- 
ty | interaction among front organizations in various branches, with 
of forming a united opinion on various developments, and jointly 
ectace the tasks of the following stage: two, develop the formula of 
front in a manner which will guarantee the participation of netional 
eod popular elements and activities in the front's action and increase its 
etfecctiveness in national action; and three, devote the necessary attention 
. toe parc of all party organizations at various levels to activate the 
cont and cause it to participate through public action in a manner helping 
strengthen the course of the revolution and the cohesion of the domestic 
iront. 


- 

ne) 

ne 
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* ne’ stage has also been characterized by seriousness, sincerity, prac- 
“al tield conduct and speed of orientation in implementing goals, and the 
cx to develop the progressive national front has acquired a new dynamism 
nas prepared a series of measures for it which have helped provide 
ne ciimate for constructive discourse with all supposed parties and groups 
end create a basis of confidence and mutual goodwill. 


e .undamental basis which has been set forth for the attainment of 
ational unity and development of the national progressive front are the 
major fundamental options which the leader al-Asad proclaimed in the inaug- 
re. statement before the Ceventh National Conference. These options are: 

rejecting the Camp David agreements, the peace treaty and ail forme 

' ev. dservience to imperialism and capitulation before Israel; two, build- 
ing the material foundation for socialism; three, national unity; and four, 
rea'menc of a1) problems affecting the lives of the citizens in a manner 











,uaranteeing that they will be freed of negative aspects and that the 
sovereignty of the law and equality among all will be ensured. 


There ie no dowbe that chis ie che proper basis for a broad meeting among 

all patriotic, . ational and progressive forces and noble citizens, because 
no group has at any time set forth a program which goes farther than that 

which the president and coumander Hafiz al-Asad has set out. 


The increasing threats and pressures to which Syria is exposed are making 
the task of strengthening national unity and developing the progressive 
national front a very urgent one. 


Any shortcomings in concurring over the major goals of the masses will 
identify the real nature of those who fall short. 

















SYRIA 


ASSASSINATLONS BY RELIGIOUS GROUP CONDEMNED 


ymascus Al-BA'TH in Arabic 4 Feb 60 p 1 
itoriel: "The Crime of al-Sultaniyah Mosque is a Declaration of Political 
Bankruptcy. 
lfext, The recent crime of the Muslim Brothers in al-Suitaniyah Mosque in 
eppo a! heir assassination of two clergymen leave no room for doubt 
».oup has no great respect for clergymen, nor es it hesitate to 
lood if it disagrees with an opinion they hoc, Lis crime 
af ve fact that the question of these people is basically not one 
1 religion. In the final analysis their question is beyond 
mattere of religion, and it is also out of bounds. It is clear that in the 
ina. analysis their activities and their crimes, including the murder of 
some viet experts who are taking part in preparing our armed forces, do 


serve anything but the Camp David plan and the U.S. plan to impose 
lation on the Arabs. If we were to trace the activities of this group 
~ithio a broader circle, we would find that its activities ere directly 
related to this frantic effort that has been made in recent weeks. This 
made it evident that the United States was trying to place the Arabs 
the Muslims in an awkward position that would serve U.S. interests and 
e movement towards the cold war that the United States is waging against 
e Soviet Union. How are the interests of Arabs served by becoming tools 
the hands of the United States in this battle, or rather in any battle 
( the United States wages? It must hence be said that the question of 
‘“usiim Brothers, in the light of the series of crimes they commited, 
es not seek to serve religion, but rather to undermine Syria by means of 
1Ctempt to arouse [people's] evil instincts, to break up society and to 
rn citizens against each other. This group has forgotten that Syri a3 
ational traditions and a sense of responsibility that would make it e 
suc) @ course. Syri ns have tle underetancing and the deep awaren. 
st would make it unlikely for them to become victims of such delusions. 


their political awareness and their ambitions to carry out their national 
issions, the Syrians are too strong to be swayed by these attempts. 
me of the Muslim Brothers in al-Suitaniyah Mosque may not be their 
their iminal series. This is because they are being called upon 


55 

















ontinue [actions] in this direction. This sequence [of criminal actions], 
It is blind, backward prejudice 


however, will only lead them to a dead end. 
the liquidation of this or the other clergyman with whom they do not 


agree that led them to a state of political bankruptcy. The Syrian people 
do not like nor do they tolerate murder; they do not forgive murderers 

even if they were to hide behind religion and to manifest a false godliness 
that is soon unmasked just as it was unmasked by their recent crime. 


£9? 
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SYRIA 


SOLIDARITY WITH LEBANON AFFIRMED 


mas AL-BA'TH in Arabic 6 Feb 80 p 1 


‘Lebanon Is Syria's Twin in Peace and in War 


Text very Arab believes in his Arab character; he is concerned about 
is Arab character, and he tights to achieve the hopes and the goals of 
ne Arab nation. He stands with himself and faces his conscience. He is 


any incident--regardless how small--that hurts this nation, impedes 
nent end its solidarity and threatens its structure and its fabric. 
wherever and whenever such an incident takes place, but espe- 
juring the present stage when the viciousness of enemies is growing 
2 methods of conspiracy and confrontation are becoming diverse. The 
reason [for such a situation) is to force this nation, whose masses 
jational, progressive forces are looking forward to a future that would 
le them to build their own society, to achieve their freedom and to 
‘ena tnemseelves against all invaders, usurpers and those who covet their 
alth, to accept hegemony and exploitation. [The enemies of Arabs] want 
use the Arab hoveland in general and the Arab area and the areas 
rrounding it in Asia and Africa in particular as a strategic base for 
eir attack on all the forces of liberation and progress. 


e torces of conspiracy and aggression were able to carry out some of 
bjectives in Lebanon and to distract this Arab country from the 

ions of the Arab nation to which it belongs, leaving it preoccupied 

licking its tragic wounds, these same hostile forces were able to bring 

»out al-Sadat's surrender and to create numerous events in a number of 

ountries and chiefly the Lebanese crisis. These hostile forces used 

Se events as a cover for this shameful surrender. The Arab nation, and 
‘s forefront is the Syrian Arab state with its command, its revolution 
its people, will not acquiesce in the conspiracy and will not give in 


ne pressures, 10 matter how difficult the crisis becomes and no matter 
the setbacks are. [This position] is based on [the belief] that 
elongs to nations that struggle for their just causes. 
n, where Syrian troops have gone to carry out their national! eee 


spond to the call of law and to carry out the request of the po,viar 
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masses sO as to maintain its unity, safety, security and stability, will 
continue to remain in the eyes of the Ba'th Revolution and its commanders, 
as well as in those of the Arab people in Syria, the twin brother of the 
Arab Syrian state in peace and in war. Lebanon will continue to be an 


inseparable part of the land and the people of the Arab homeland and the 
Arab nation. 


The duty with which the Arab Syrian army is charged in Lebanon is the same 
is that with which it is charged in Syria and in any Arab state throughout 
che Arab homeland. "Arab Syrian forces will remain committed to the goals 
tor which they went into Lebanon. Those goals are to protect the unity and 
the safety of Lebanon and of its citizens." The enemies of Arabs will be 
defeated in their lairs regardless of the multiciplicity of their colors 
and their schools of thought. Victory will forever belong to the Arab 
tation which will achieve its just, humanitarian, nationalistic goals. 

















SYRIA 


NEW ISRAELI STRATEGIES ANALYZED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 1 Feb 80 p 8 
torial by Muhammad Mansur: "What Do the New israeli Actions Signify?"] 


_Text; Regardless of pressures and threats, Arab Syria cannot retreat in 
1ny direction [to a position] where its enemies have been trying to place 
it When Syria decided to resist all the proposed solutions that reduced 
Al rights, it realized the magnitude of the attack it would be subject 
the past, we used to receive direct threats from Israel only, and 
sould be exerted on us by the powers that supported Israel. But 
~ the threats are coming from Israel and fromaal-Sadat's regime, and 
e pressures are being exerted by the powers that are supporting al-Sadat 
ond Israel and making plans for them. These powers are being helped by 
Arab and local powers with narrow self interests. What is more important 
's that all these powers are trying to bring about the downfall of Syria 
ecause it represents a power that polarizes the masses and influences 
any Arab decision. In fact, [it would also influence any decision made] 
a the Third World. Two days ago Ezer Weizman announced in occupied 
alestine that his government had taken specific military measures on 
rders with Syria. He claimed that the purpose of these measures was 
to carry out a military action against Syria, but rather to monitor 
“nat was happening! behind the borders. But these Israeli military 
easures are coming at a time when Israel is trying to create an inter- 
‘ational atmosphere suitable for launching a broad, sudden attack on Syria. 
. other words, for several weeks Israeli officials and the far-reaching 
cionist media have been saying that Syria was making preparations for 
military action against Israel. Our lose experience with Israel leads us 
recognize that this means in the simplest circumstances preparing *he 
international climate for accepting an Israeli attack on Syrai. In general, 
‘tonist and imperialist circles have numerous justifications for such an 
tack. 


wong the principal justifications that Israel nas for carrying out military 
votion against Syria and the Palestinians is the failure of al-Sadat's 
reg.me and Israel to attract Palestinian figures inside the occupied 

meland to deal with the Camp David Accords and specifically the autonomy 
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conepiracy that is supposed to be accomplished im the next 3 Months. What 
confirma the fact that laraei is preparing for some military action is 
welzman's recent vieit to the ruler of Egypt and the communications and 
intense consultations that are taking place between lerael, al-Sadat's 
regime and the United States. There is no doubt that the fact that the U.5. 
administration is creating marginal iesues here and there to engage the 
world's [attention], and especially "he attention of those who are thought 
to have prepared unified plane to » the Camp David conspiracy, (is 
further confirmation of such impe: i* action). This occurs within the 
framework of the broad and intense action that is being taken to bring 
about specific changes in the Arab homeland that would ultimately serve the 
interests of the Camp David plane. Such actions, therefore, require 41) 
sincere Arabs, and especially those who refuse to deal with the Camp David 
\ecorde, to take action because the collapse of the basic foundation of 

the 4 ab Opposition Front means the downfall of all Arabe. Similarly, the 
victory of Syria means victory for all the Arabe and for a1] the peopies o! 
the world who believe in freedom, justice and peace. 


a4$92 
(SO: 4802 




















wh ibs OF NATLONAL BBVOLUTLONARY GOVERNMENT EATOLLED 


Janaecus TISHRIN in Arabic 9 Mar 80 pp 6, 7 


A‘ © “The March Revolution ise @ ai and 


(eat introduction 


The ceeulte woich heave appeared in the next to last year of the Fourth 5 
ear Plan, i979, prove that the ectivities set down in chis plan have met 
eneive, fundemental success on the .evel of exe : : he Con 


ion rates of investment projects in 1979 were nigh and the selectio: 
» most effective and feasible ways and means for carrying out Stage 
stage programs has achieved 4 progress which showed increasing exper 
tise @iong with a beneficial yieid of economic and social planning expers 
nce on @ll leveis of implementation in this country. 





is country faced a number of probleme stemming, at the outset, from the 
ewness of the experiment. However, the steps drawn up during the economi: 
nd social course of the Fourth 5-Yeer Plan projects have iaid the true 
,rovndwork for the next 5-year plan, defining its conception in a manner 
reguiting in the assimilation of all these matters and expansion of the 
rizone the coming plen will explore 


process of buliding and opening smooth-fiowing channels toward progress 
development fields has not Seen an easy matter In fact, it has been 
surrounded by the circumstances dominating the world today in the form of 
economic and politicei difficulties, inflationary influences, and the 
crises to which the worid monetary system is exposed from time to time. 
wever, the country hes managed to avoid the bad effects of the repercus 
ne which the worid’s problems have e.jzendered in most developing count 
ries Throu ite subsidization of a number of the goods and services 
asic to the masses of the people, the government hes borne the bulk of the 
vegative effects which foreign economic events have refiected and has pro 
tected the citizens from pains and vexations 








@ action piatiorm which afosee [rom the directives the president set out 

\ early L978 hee been dlatingulened by Che attainment of induatrial and 
aricultural achlevements and broad etepe in the fleid of services aimed 
essentially eC deepening the role of the public sector a8 the commanding 
oree in the domestic economy, providing the meane for placing ail stipu- 
ated projects under construction according to epecific schedules, operat 
ha them in the optimum fashion, concentrating on the agricultural quee- 
‘ton, and giving thie question continuous priority. The resolutions of the 
seventh Regional Party Congress underlined the features of the new stage 

or developing a. Che achlevementse and progress attained in the previous 
tage into @ base from which the Syrian Arad Repubile will eet forth toward 
he development horitone set out in the next 5S year plan, while transcend: 
oe a1) dleruptive phenomena which were revealed in the process. in this 
anner we can assert that the achievements of 1979, which should be consid: 
‘red complementary to the efforte made in previous years, have proved that 
hie Country possesses «4 strong, firm economic and social condition in the 
orm of assets and resources represented by the following achlevemente: 


iret in income and Output 


rose domestic product in 1979 came to 53,635,000,000 Syrian pounds; it 
‘hus realized an increase of 16.1 percent over the 1978 level. This sum 
epresents the value of goods and services produced in our economy in 1979. 


“e arose domestic product, or gross income generated by the value of the 
roduction ebove, ceme to %,917,000,000 Syrian pounds in 1979, thus reeliz 
oe an Locrease of 13.5 percent over the .°/5 level. 


fhe average per capita income of the population increased from 3,686 Syrian 
pounde in 1975 to 4,050 Syrian pounds in i9/79--a@ 9.5 percent increase. 


Ae @ result of the increase in the valve of income and output in our 
country, public and private consumption levels rose by about 15 percent, 
thus realizing a rise in the standard of living and public services of the 
wasees of the citizenry. 


The increase in income and output aio led te an increase in the value of 
investments which the public end private sectore made to 10.19% billion 
Syrian pounds. That is, the percentage of investment, or the ratio of in- 
vestments sade to totel production, came to about 29.2 percent, a figure 

| shows the volume of material resources allotted from our income to 
establieh development projects and build productive capability. 


The valve of public sector investwentse made in 1979 increased above the 
77S lewel by about 31.1 percent, reaching 5.3 billion Syrien pounds. 


nvestment spending in the public sector was broken down as follows, by 
eroject construction requirements: 

















ect Spending a8 @ fs of the Total 


6. 2@a 6 
‘pation and land reclamation 2.5 
Avs li cuiture “ 4 
juetty and mining 21.3 
weray and fuel 7.9 
‘yaneport and communications i3.4 
‘tade 6. 
services and public utliitties 13.] 
oca#| ad@lntetration, municipalities 14.0 
and popular action 
Tote 100.0 
Hae veer the public sector's ability to carry out devel pont projects,ae 
warvree in actual rates of spending trom credits allotted, ii cessed by 


adout 2/.9 percent above the 1978 level 


in the ephere of foreign trade, the volume of exporte in 1979 increased 
ibowe the 1975 volume by 33.6 percent, and the volume of imports of goods 
and services, including production accessories and materials, increased by 
; ent in 1979 over 1975, om the one hand; on the other, the ratio o: 

orte (Co our imports rose from 50.2 percent in 19°78 to 50.5 percent 
in ww 


Theee catios reflect an obvious,nociceable improvement in the rising growth 
races of exports relative to imports and constitute proot of the increase 
| productive power in the overall economic structure. 


Our Sevings policy has eleo performed its function as « result of the im- 
rovem@ent which occurred in our balance of trade thorough the rise in export 
efoecD cates on the one hand and savers’ increasing confidence to deposit 
rhe other. Private and public sector savings increased by about 28.7 
rent, contributing to domestic financing resources for our development 
nvestments. 


ec ond In the Sphere of Planning and Development 


he year 19/79 was @ decisive one for the Fourth 5-Year Pian, since it was 
the penultimate plan year. A number of plan projects were carried out dur- 
in he year and put in stertup or final operation. This year the trend 
toward the orlentetion of public spending and repression of inflationary 
eodenctes continued, in the light of the attainment of # real average 

ate of growth of gross product totelling 13 percent, an improvement in 

w iiving conditions of citizens, and the provision of proper, necessary 

pportunities. 








in the investment plan the State Planning Authority hae prepared the 

‘vestment plan for 1980 Chroug! the general etate budget. In the main, 

meentration has been placed on Che implementation of projects on which 

maetruction hes begun with the goal of epeeding up thelr entry into opera- 
ton, the allocations allotted to these projects came to about 91 percent 
{ Cotal investments and have been concentrated in the energy and fuel and 
‘caneport and Communications sectors, with etrese on drinking water, rural 
road and health projects. 


\ early 1979 the State Planning Authority began preparing to draw up the 
ie. 1985 National 5 Year Bconomic and Social Development Plan; the follow: 
on Steps have been taken in thie regard 


reparation of a document on the tasks of preparing the plan, in the con- 
ext of long term conceptions and objectives for 2000, 


reparation of documents analyeing the current economic situation and eval 
ating the Fourth 5-Year Plan Lo a manner which will cover all reports and 
waiyses by various sectoral committees. These have been discussed by the 
*ntral Technical Committee, detailed information on the course of the de- 

-clopment process in the country hae beer oade available, and necessary 
actical groundwork has been laid for serting owt the Fifth 5-Year Plan. 


eparation of planning documents contain 2 liste of economic and social 
sriables and relationships now being dropoed for the long- and medium- 
‘Tm plane. 


eparation of a document and forme for preparation of the preliminary and 
nal stages of the 5-year pian, while continuing with the appraisal census 
of the agricultural sector in the country, the comprehensive survey of the 
ransport and communications sector, and the conduct of the industrial sur 
ey which, it is anticipated, will provide rich information to be used in 
setting out the context of the (ifth and long-term plans. It must be borne 
1 mind that all these measures are taking place within the context of the 
eventh Party Regional Contress resolutions regarding planning and deveiop- 


ent. 
in 1979 a number of agreements were reached for the issuance of foreign 
ans (to provide the financing necessary for the implementation of certain 
court) 5S-Year Plan pro jects, especially from Arab funds and financing insti 
Thons (© whose capital toe country is @ participant. 
hird In Irrieation, Agriculture and Land Reclamation 


1 @ericuiture 


e following wore has Seen carried out 


e number of productive fruit seedlings in the Ministry of Agriculture's 
reeries came to more than 6.5 militon. 














» bee) -eclaimee for the project | sami fruit tres of an atea 


0,000 neetares for foreetation — «)o#es 
\n ree of 10,032 hectares has been covered in the green belt forestation 
role ‘9 the Provinces of Mums, Hamah and Aleppo 

(ton hae begun on @ Frul€ Seediin, produ. aetieullural center 


’ ai Raw), 


llion, three hundred thousand forest see@dii ine Save oeen produced 
-s «tlometere of forest roads have deen builil, © Kilomelere of these 
e been paved, 


out 92,000 tons of improved wheat seeds have been pr eo, and 6,0.' 
imptoved potato seeds, about 24, tone of Lion seeds and 
e of improved corn seeds have been produced, 


rt ine wells have been maintained anc equipped in the Syrian desert 
cod five workers’ housing unite heve been built in the well centers. 


a of 140,000 hectares of irrigated land and first settlement area 
tabulated and categorized. 


reenhouses have been built in Damascus for sheitered cultivation 
“er cover to produce certain types of vegetables and flowers in the wint 
r §8eason, 
\ericoltureal pests, in the form of diseases and insects, have been combatted 


about 530,000 donums of field crops and vegetables, about 7.5 million 

ic trees, and 350,000 forest trees, and noxious weeds have been resisted 

fields of wheat, cotton and some other crops over an area of 1.7 million 
jonums by eround and air control equipment. 


Ltricoltural peste (Cfiteld mice) have been combatted over an area of 1.4 
donums of various crops. 


mit $5,000 tons of wheat seeds and 900 tons of potato seeds have been 
erilizged. 


ry installations have been built and put in operation in al-Suwayda’, 
arrat al-Nu'man, Aleppo and Latakia 


rovement of poultry facilities in Sidnaya, Tartus and Hamah has been 


e annual productive capacity of the General Poultry Organization totals 
iliton exes and 3.3 million chickens. 








dork econttovuet on Che conatructton of four mechanical poultry slaughter: 
houses, (9 Aleppo, Hume, Letakia and Tartus, each with the capacity Co 
slavetter 1,000 chiekene, 


Al. Che measures necessary Co construct @ poultry project in Latakia: 
Qardaha with « productive capacity of 28 million eggs have been carried 


"he n@ceseaty measures have been taken to establish four hen projects, in 
moascue and Aleppo, to cover the needs of facilities in the country for 
xe ‘or valelog chickens and exgs and to make it possible co cease im- 
potting them trom ebdbroad. 


The cumber of perwics eranted by the Mintetry of Agriculture and Agrarian 
Reform Co che private sector for chicken production came to 450 and for 

@ay produccion 250, for a total output estimated at 16 million chicks and 
00 million egee per year 


Permite have also been granted for 20 hen production centers and incuba 
tion centers with a capacity of no less than 300,000 chicks per cycle in 
each center 


About 6,000 high-yield precoctous cattle have been imported and distributed 
amone peasants, out of the total of 6,000 contracted for. 


he Dayr Ba'labah cattle etation has been constructed and inaugurated in 
lune, thie has «a capacity of 300 milch cows. 


A start bas been made on the construction of seven cattle stations each 
with a capactty of 600 high-yield cattle, five in Maskanah and two in Tall 
Tamar, al-Hittah. 


Production of fieh farms came to 6,475,000 minnows for rearing, and the 
production of fish for consumption came to 2,274 tons. 


A contract has been reached for construction of three agricuiturel machin 
ery maintenance and repair stations and the importation of 62 mobile 
woTtresnove 


“ The Buphrates Dam: 


The following work has been carried out in the sphere of irrigation and 
land reclamation in the Buphrates project: 


Three thousand four hundred oectares (of a totel of 27,000 hectares now 
eing reclaimed in the central Euphrates Basin) have been put under 
vitivation 














The novernment farm in Maskanah, «6,000 hectares in area, has deen put under 
cuctivation, 


The firet farming activities over an area of 2,140 hectares in the project 
to reclaim a cotal of 17,000 hectares on the Weat Maskanah plains. 


Completion of work on the joint pumping station for the project to reclaim 
17,000 hectares on the Maskana West plains and the government farm. 


hie year the dam producegabout 2 billion kilowatt hours of electricity. 


The necessary studies have been made to reach a contract on the lower 
Euphrates valley covering an area of 50,000 hectares. 


vork L® continuing in the following ereas: 
‘onetruection of waste disposal Lines. 
Construction of the entrance to the lower main canal in the al-Balikh basin. 


Rec Lamacion activities on the first part of Section One of the al-Balikh 
‘asin (the al-Hishm well), covering an area of 10,000 hectares. 


Construction of stations in Section One of the al-Balikh Basin. 
Construction of @ prestressed concrete channel and main plant. 


Reclamation of the remaining 27,000 hectare area in the central Euphrates 
Basin. 


Aecliamation of the rest of the West Maskanah Basin area. 

Study of a control dam and irrigation of the Aleppo plains. 
Pubile worke and water resources: 

‘he tollowing has been completed: 

"ne al-Sahwah Dam in al-Suwayda’ Province. 

E.evation of the Salim Dam in Humes Province. 


improvement of the water resources of the East Dar'a Dam. 


rrigation systems in the Tall Kalakh-al-Barudiyah Dams in Hums Governorate. 











rr B eurtilwmadis ii 

onet ruc / .= Game ta the Provinces of Damascus, Aleppo, al-Suwayda’, 
Dara, Later @l-Qunaytiranh, namely the Raju, West Qareh, 
Dave ‘Atlyan. wact al-Sha'd, Bast al-Ghartyah, Teell, al-Hajjah, Tanunah, 
Saran, al Moeyoit, Kafr Dabil, Ma'ehuq, and al-Jarrahi dame. 
wT. alive ain) — Vupielion ot Li desert wells. 


f av ierination and drainage project for the Upper Yarmuk. 


sportation ot « porcaole laboratory and laboratory equipment to combat 
water pollution 


cork (6 also underway on completion of the following projects: 
F.ood prevention in the town of Tartus. 
Development aud ieproved exploitation of the e@i-Ghab. 
-oopletion of @ water besin study. 
vevelopment of tne ai-Raw) project. 
Construction of tne North al-Kabir River Dam. 

etruction of ircigacion systems on the Taldu Dan. 


metruction of che second stage of the grain silo project, whose total 
apecity will come co 310,000 tones. 


The winter irrisation project on the Jaghjagh and al-Khabur Rivers. 
murth in che Sphere of Industry and Mining 
One The General Machinery Industries Organization 
The Aleppo cadle factory ‘as deen ouilt and some production lines have been 
put ta operation in it in addition, preparation hes been made to put the 


remaining lines in operation before the end of 1980. 


Fo..owup on development of existing companies and replacement of some of 
~eir lines in order to develop and improve production. 


⸗ The Genera! vemica.: industries Organization 


lhe main portion of thee urea ammonia fertilizer plant has been built and 
will be ready tor operation in 1950. Work is also underway on study of 














the necessary modifications to operate it or natural ,as to improve its 
economice. 


The triple phosphate plant has been built and readied for operation in che 
‘iret half of 1980. This plant will meet che country's needs and a surplus 
will be availiable (or export in its initial years. 


The paper plant has been built in Dayr al-Zawr anc readied for operation 
and work is underway on procuring modern equipment to collect the nece. “ary 
wheat scraps and transport that to the plant, beginning with the harvest 


season this year 


‘he tire plant has deen built and preliminary deiivery of it is underway 
,OW, preparatory to technical delivery. It will start production toward 
e end of 1950. Its 1950 capacity will total 1,000 cires and 720,000 in 


Yer tubes. 


An important part of the project to develop the Arab Medical Company has 
»een completed and the development project will be put in operation at the 
end of 1980. Serious studies are now underway to manufacture pharmaceut- 
ica.s locally in order to meet our pharmaceutical needs locally. 


' praduction line has been built to produce the plastic sheets required 
for greenhouses, which will contribute to developing and modernizing agri- 
cultura. techniques in the country. 


Followup on replacement and renovation activities in old plants and com- 
panies in order to improve and develop their production. 


bree The Generai Food Industries Organization: 


he projects underway in 1980 are the al-Mayadin, al-Hasakah am Idlib 
.tl.o@ plants and the Damascus and Idlib canneries, as well as develop- 
ent ot tne a.-Sharq Company. 


r The Generali Sugar Organization: 


startup tests have been carriec out on the two sugar plants in al-Raqqah 
and Maskanay 


mypietion rate in the suger refinery at Dayr ai-Zawr reached about 


ercent 
e completion rate in the Salnad sugar refinery reached about 9/7 percent. 


"@ organ.zation is following up on implementation of replacement and reno- 
a’ .On projects in the three sugar companies and startup tests will take 


Gu 











ace in the Daye al-Zawr and Tall Salhab plants, along with the mechaniza- 
of the @uear beet crop and yeast manufacturing projects, during 1940, 


ve The General Cement Organization: 


ve al Shaykh Sa'id Cement Plant, consisting of two production lines with a 
apacity of 1,500 tons of concrete per day, has been built and startup 
eete in it began at the start of this year. 


e al-Musliniyan Cement Plant Project has been completed and has started 
peration. its productive capacity comes to 1,000 tons of concrete 
yr day 


important part of the civil work has been carried out on the Tartus Ce- 
ent ‘Plant’ and installation work will begin at the end of the current 
sar Testine of the project lines will begin in the second half of 1981. 
te total capacity will come to 400 tons of cement per day. 


is year contract was reached for the second ‘Adra cement plant project, 
nich consists of one production line with a capacity of 1,000 tons of 
rave! per day. It is expected that it will be built in 1982. 


ix The General Textile Industries Organization: 


mpletion of a project for 37,000 cotton spinners in Hums, which were put 
. operation in 1979. 


The protect for 37,000 cotton spinners in Dayr al-Zawr hes been completed 
and put in operation, 


he project for 75,000 cotton spinners in Jabalah has been completed and 
ut in operation. 


se wool-cleansine line has been built in Hamah; the wool-weaving line will 
e built in 1980. 


ne following projects will be put in operation in 1980: 

‘wenty thousand epinners in [dlib, 75,000 spinners in al-Hasakah, the 
Latakiea weaving unit, 12,900 wool spinners in the National Company in 
and the screp spinning unit in the National Company. 

even: The Industrial Testing and Research Center: 

yest of the buildings in tne center project have been built, except the 


echanical and building materials testing structure. The buildings will 
mw be supplied with the equipment subsequently required. 
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Pafth In the Sphere of Energy and Fuel 


Lecrrice power: 


Tne work of linking up most of the electrified cowns and villages situated 
outeoide the generel arid to that arid ise ¢ ntinuine niy cotally iso- 
ated villages remain to be connected. These will (¢ linked up concurrent: 
ly with the implementation of rural e.ectrificacior lt is expected the! 
joo villages will be electrified in 19’ -8U; the voliage of « large pertio. 
if veers was changed over by the end of 1979; this process will continue 
and is expected to be completed by the enc of i%rc 


A study has been set out for improving the electricity situation in the 
city of Damascus; thie will be carried cut in the 1975-1954 period. In ad 
dition, a declaration has been made requesting, .ids tur tie perio wance « 
feasibilicy studies for the use of nuclear reactors in ,eneracting power. 


Studies are now being made on constructing a generating plant in the regu- 
lating dam which will be built behind the al-Thawran Dam. 


An ‘otermediate electricity and mechanics institute nas ceen escablisned 
near ‘ne al-Hammal generating plant. 


lu 1979, erectricity output totalled 3,291,000,000 kilowatt noure; it is 
expected that this output will reach 4.02 billion kilowatt sours in 1980. 


Tne firet complex of the Mihrad@ah generating piant, with a capacity of 150 
mewawatts, has been put in service and it is expected that the second com- 
pilex, with an equal capacity, will be put in service at the end of 19580. 
A second complex, with a capacity of 15 megawatts, and the third complex, 
with e capacity of 5 megawatts, will be put in service in the al-Hammah 
generating plant. 
is expected that the fifth complex, with a capacity of 30 megawatts, 

will be put in service in the Qatinah generating pliant next month, and the 
J-meeg@watt plant expansion will be carried out in the second half of 1980. 
Power distribution projects: 

Peojects which will be carried out in the 1979-13930 period are: 
“edium-voltage networks 1,500 kilometers in length. 

ow-voltage networks 1,200 kilometers in leneth. 


Seven hundred transformer centers. 


ity medium- voltage conversion centers 
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Conversion of the voltage in 200 transformer centers. 
Conversion of low voltage for 120,000 customers. 

Two hundred thousand new customers. 

Power tranemission projects: 


Projects to be built in the 1979-1980 period are: 


” 





ne LoO-kilometer 400-kilovolt Fayruzah Line. 


The al-Thawrah-Dayr al-Zawr /line/, 200 kilometers in_length; the line to 
Field Four, 130 kilometers long; the Tartus-Latakia /line/ 90 kilometers 
Long; and the al-Thawrah-Hums line 236 kilometers long (230-kilovolt iines),. 


Sixty-six kilovolt lines: al-Hasakah-al-Qamishli, 84 kilometers long; 
Maskanah-Khafsah, 22 kilometers long; the tire factory branch lines, 7 kilé- 
meters long; Dar'a-al-Suwayda', 22 kilometers long; Dayr-al-Zawr-broadcast 
ing station, 15 kilometers long; Hamah-al-Samalyah-Tall al-Sayyadi, 41 kilo- 
meters long, al-Shaykh Maskin-al-Qunaytirah, 45 kilometers long; Dayr al- 
Zawr-al-Mayadin-al-Bu Kamal, 108 kilometers long; Misyaf al-Ghabal-Shaghur 
Bridge, 80 kilometers long; Aleppo-al-Safirah, 30 kilometers long. The 
limes will total 600 kilometers in all. 


Five 230-to-66 kilovolt transformer stations. 

Bight 66-to-20 kilovolt transformer stations. 

Two concrete pylon plants have been built, in Damascus and Hums, with a 
capacity of 5,000 pylons each. The third plant, with a capacity of 25,000 
pylons, is being built in Dayr al-Zawr and is expected to be built in the 
second half of 1980. In addition, contract will be reached on expansion of 
the Dayr al-Zawr plant and construction of a new plant in Hums. In addi- 
tion, construction is underway on the project for a central repair shop 
which it is expected will be built in 1980. 

In the field of oil and mineral resources: 


One: exploration for oil resources. 


Domestic seismic surveying teams are being formed to respond to the 
country's needs and permanently obviate the need for foreign teams. 


A national interpretation center has been constructed for the domestic in- 
terpretation of magnetic tape. . 


work is underway on establishment of a national electronic logging team. 
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two; Oli resource exploitation. 
A study and program have been get out to cevelo;, the fishrin ileid aisco 
ered recently; study of the development of the Sa'id and Zari,yah fields is 


underway. The Kubaybah, Safih, al-Wahhab aid al-Salihiyah fields are stil! 
being evaluated. 


Three: Associated gas exploitation. 

In the t@st quarter of 1979, contract was reached for coustruction of an 
associated gas exploitation plant. The project will make it possible to 
zatner and treat 800,000 cubic meters of gas associated with crude oi) per 


year. 


332 housing units have been built and two hundred other unite will be bull 
at the end of 1980. 


ine General Hums Refinery Company: 
Bide have been announced for modification of the sulphur production unit. 
Requests have been declared for bids «cc . nsion of tne Hums refinery. 


Mechanical works related to the cone, fon of a 200,000-ton asphalt unit 
nave been completec. 


Various works have been completed on Che nitrogen manufacturing unit. 

Tne waste water treatment project has been completed. 

Tone Saniyas Refining Company: 

Wore on construction of tne refinery reached the final stages, as construc- 

tion rates were about 99 percent. The refinery has entered the operating 

stage. The company is following up on two projects for the biological lat 
catory and workers’ residential community. 


“ne Syrian Oil Products Storage and Distribution Company: 


Operation of the railway to transport heating oil from Hums and Latakia tc 
roe eastern areas has started. 


Tne aviation supply department at Damascus International Airport has been 
equipped wich three aircraft supply units with a large capacity. Gas trans- 
mission equipment has been consolidated witn i0 new tanks in addition to a 
number of tanks for wh'ch contracts have been let. 


indred thousand gas cylinders have been imported; in addition, 
,J00 cylinders have been bought from the Defense Industries plants and 








: more cyiiodere will be \mported to provide @ laree amount of re 
serve capacity in addition, the Muma-‘Adra i2-ineh line ie almost com 
leted and it te expected that it will be put in operation at the beginning 


he || 


ihe General -eelogical and Minere! Resource Organisation: 
work te atili vaderway on efforts to exploit mineral resources in the 
vatty Studies are being [ollowed up on concerning the project to ex 
it tren ore and develop eseological research, in eddition to embarking 
s projecte Co process gypsum, marble, eephale tile and besalt and geolor- 
(Ca) and ege@ophyéical surveying 
ye General Phosphate and Mining Company 
\ comeentration unit hase been inatalled with @ capacity of 1.2 million 
one, it t@ expected that thie will be put in operation in the second 


juerter of 19m 


\ drying unit hae been conecructed in Khunayfis with a capacity of 400,000 
J ne 


Dryiog unite with « capacity of 1.2 wtllton tons will be put in operation 
a\-Sherqtyah in the second querter of 1940. 


jtorage capacity of the etlose in Tartuse has been increased. 
rudies have been completed on developing the rock salt mine. 
Phosphate production in 1979 totalled about 1,165,000 tons. 
The General Asp elt Company 


. 


e necessary equipment has been provided for raising productive capacity; 


roduction of crushed asphalt came to 35,000 tone, that of Liquid asphait 
©» 13,9000 tons, and that of aggregate to 65,000 tons. In eddition, surface 
aving operations totalled 350, 0% equare meters 


iath in the Sphere of Transport and Communications 


in the sphere of roads and bridges, the following projects have been car- 
ried out 


e tums-al Luwaybidah expressway. 


The Butmah-al-Saesiri Road. 


}. Approaches to the el-Busten Bridge. 








J fie @lehe@eltl yah @l-Qityetey) Gine Foe 


Tie Dam@ecue @1°Dimee be i000 (pet. of Like expteteway [iow Dames cus 
(he Lebanese border), 


study of the al Snidedeh bridue 


ne Qav aquéan bridge, on which paving activililes ere vaderwey. work 
i 80 underway en coup letion of conétruction on the foi lowing pro jecte 


ve second interchange ia the Ma'ivia Hume lancer change, 
‘i@ @xpcte@seway between Damascus anu the Lebanese border. 
the Hume-Tartue Expreseway. 

Tne Tadmur-Dayr al-Zawr Road 

Consolidation of the Damascus-Aleppo Road. 

@ sphere of callways, the following has been carried out 
The demah-Mincadeh railway, 23 kiiomecers in Length. 


Excension of the major pert of the Mahin-phosphate mines track, wo 
) conetruction of which te etill underway 


}. Restoration of the major portion of the Hums- ‘Akkari reilway. 

+. Teansportation of about 4620 million passenger-ki lometers 
Transportation of about 455 ton-kilometers 

sore te still underway on completion of the following projects: 
Tne Latakia-Aleppo-al-Qemishii line; signale and communications. 
The Mahin-phosphate mine line; extension, raising end seating. 
The Tartus-‘Akert line--finel work. 
Renovation of the Hums-Hamah-Aleppo line. 
The Damascus-Aleppo line: soil and fabrication work. 


rorcs 


i is continuing on completion of implementation of the fo! lowing projects 











onetfuction of the flehing \afber and esplanade at hanivee., 
struction of the Clehing barber and esplanade at Latakia, 
Conatfuction of the Clehing harbor and esplanade at Jabalah, 

” Lat@kia Harbor 


° atruction of the fire and second extensions of the breakwater hee 


ee mp leted 


yitract wae made Co construct plere, open areas and depots at the end 


struction wee started on the second stage of the breakwater extension. 
ye port has been supplied with the necessary equipment in the form of 

a8, (Ommonications boate, 4 floating crane, @ ship tug, various loeders 
and other traneport vehicles and equipment 

number of open and closed storage areas have been built. 


artus HNarodor: 


ck wae carried out on completion of the deepening and expansion of 


artus port, conatruction of new plere and completion of the necessary 
en and closed storage areas and eduloment. 

About million tone were loaded and unloaded and it ts expected that 

activity in the port will totel about 6 million tons in 1980. 


* port has been outfitted with the secessary equipment for piers end 
areas a4) som oat 4 


en and ciosed areas heve been ». 1 1t and work te etill continuing on con 


ruction of the rema@inger 


Prelabricated etorehouses have been bulit in Demesecue International Air- 


r at | underway to cerry out 


pletion and expansion of the passenger terminal in Damascus Inter- 
ational Airport. 











vatioug tapreovements in Aleppo Airport, 

a tpotte have been supplied with ce tain essential equipmen, 
}.aoe tor the protocol bullding have been received, 

© owmwnications 


electfonte encheanee has been cOnmetfucted &§. the @. "onal tin Beer ion 

Janaecus, with @ capacity of 11,000 Qumbere, and Coie hee Deen put in 

* .o8) operation, Work ended on the @lectroni. bank section 48 soon a6 
© Bo. lding was Commissioned, 


steact has been let with @ company to provide equipment for 100,000 elec- 
ic qumbers which will be installed in a number of (owns in Che countc, 


ract has been made with an international firm for 46,500 direct -dialing 
telephone oumbere, and isportation and inetallation of the equipment will 
start 


e capacities on exchanges installed by 1975 totalled 208,400 direct diai 
oy oumpera; 19,500 new numbers were installed 494 


© tal numbere in use in 1979 came to lbl, doe. 


Thirteen thousand, five hundred numbers were inetalied in manual and semi- 
aviomatic exchanges. 


e third stage of the coaxial cable was delivered and put in test service. 
Tee tourth stage is etill under construction, es well as telephone and tele- 
phone circuits, so thet the verious towns in the country may be intercon- 
ected. It ts expected that the project will be constructed in full and 

in actual use at the end of 1950. 


wpletion of expansion of the direct-dialling exchanges between towns, 
parts of which have been put in use; work is underway on delivering the 
remaining perts 


re ie etili underway on construction of che Tartus-Crete underwater 
cable 





ve Dasascus Amman microwave project has been built and delivered. 





The @l-Hasakah-Mosul microwave project has been built. 


he international exchange, with $00 incoming @nd outgoing circuits, has 
ilt and is in the process of temporary technical delivery. it is 
xpected that it will be put in use in 1940. 








oe fF i rw i » ae ei ‘onet ructed 
e al Nahi Salih etation, with @ power of 10 kilowatts, 


4ulitlicatlon of the Aleppo, Name and al Selanfah etation buildings; equip 
eot will be tratalled ta L9aod 


ver equipment ‘or Che two-way Celevision tCranemission Line between 


a : ar! Aleppo. 
‘eceipt and installation of color cameras and lighting equipment. 


main pertion of the al-Suwayda’ station building. It is expected that 
wii eo Hulit in 1980, 


struction f che main portion of the wedlum-wave broadcasting station 
Adra, wit a power of 1,000 kliowatts Thie will be built and put in 


eratio i \% 
| — om conetruction of bulidines tor shert- wave broadcasting with a 
apa it f four times SOO kilowatts in ‘Adra 
iphere of Supply and Domestic Trade 
’ “iuctive capacities 


: ve apaeci? t exteting vr ie now belne used comes to 1,705 tons 
‘ay it is expected that 750 tone will be added to the Hamah, Aleppo 


4 
al “6 va miiis i ign 


ee planned for the fodder plante in Hamah and Aleppo for 1979 have 

en set at about 0,000 tons of ready concentrated feed. The emounts of 
widec processed in 1974 came to 55,9 tone, production in 1979 will reach 
toat (8, an increase of 27,000 tons over 1978 production. 


atment {f 27,966 tone of enimal waste It should be borne in mind that 


mpeany treated just 22 © tone in i976. 
latore acé a fund for supporting consumer cooperative societies have 
“ase 
ratoty equipment (4 gas chromatoegreph, precision analysis equipment ) 
‘ pur ased 


tract has been made to import 29 production Lines for flat Arabic bread. 


me production Lines have been installed in buildings set aside for 


⁊* iTpose 


: 
iV 








,stledi praduct ton linea ave beer put ; mperc@tion @lonpetlade eRial ity 
ee in the Provinces of Damastue, Are, me, Dav'a, al Suwayda an 
aia, 


Ae tegarcde reserve bakeries, ordinary ovens have been built tn Damascus, 
thus the preductive capacity of the ovens by the end of 1979 came to 13s 
fons per day. 


oly survetllance has been backed up by radios for long range communica 
between psovernorates, 


s opport consumer cooperative activity in the country, work ts continu: 
ty OM Construction of two consumer complexes, one in Damascus and the 
ther in Aleppo 


wo fetciegerated trucks have been purchasec for yeast distribution. 
eneral Consumer Organization: 


sixteen diaetribution and storage depots have been built in a number of the 


‘tion's provinces to store consumer commodities under optimum conditions. 


ee ‘tver dietributton and btorave warehouses tave been @llotted to 
ind out this oreantzation's storage network. 


rteen electronic memory machines have been purchased. 
venera! Grain Trading and Processing Organization: 


Lieven milisa with @ capacity of 3,000 tons are being constructed. It is 
spected that three of these, with a capacity of 759 tons, will be com 
el ed and that the al Thewrah and a\-Qamishli mills will be improved. 


weaty two storehouses were bulit in Aleppo and put in operation in the 
iddle of 1979, to store 242,000 tons. 


rteen centers were built, distributed among the Provinces of al-Hasakah, 
| Raqgan, Aleppo, and Idlib, and seven centers will be built in 1980, 
(our in ail-Hasakah and one each in al Raqgah, Aleppo and Idlib. 


feneral Retail Trade Company: 


hitty- seven model showrooms and 32 ordinary showrooms have been built in 
‘ove various provinces of the country to back up the consumer commodity 

4 etrloutton system, and the company's organization has been bolstered by 
wdivanced retail trade caiculators. 


is continuing on construction of consumer slaes complexes in all 
(ovineces; four complexes will be opened in 1980. 











e .eneral Shoe Company 
Pour sales centers have been opened in various provinces of the country. 
Tye decor of the al-Sallniyah Showroom in Damascus has been completed. 

‘ye Domestic Metal and Conetruction Materials Trade Organization: 

ix Cechnical storehouses have been bullt in a number of provinces. 

ork Le underway on conatructtlon of seven storage areas in various provinces 
i the country to provide for the storage of construction materials, and 

ye iLnecallation of machinery is underway. 

ix adminietrative buildings have been constructed in a number of provinces. 
Contract is being made to purchase computers. 


The Ceneral Storage and Cooling Company: 


dork is continuing on construction of two cooling units, one each in 
Damascus and Hamah 


wo cooling trucks heave been purchased to back up the cold transport fleet. 
The General Fruit and Vegetable Company: 


Four sales rooms have been conetructed and outfitted, in the Provinces of 
s\ Nasekah, al Suwayda’, al-Raqqah and Tartus. 


Seventeen greenhouses have been built in Damascus. 
nirteen sales rooms have been built in various provinces of the country. 


work continues on the construction of centers for the storage, sorting and 
packaging of fruit and vegetables in the Provinces of Aleppo, Hums, Hamah 


F 


anc VLatanxia. 
The General Textile Product Distribution Organization: 


rhe sovernment has contributed 3.5 million Syrian pounds to the organize- 
tion's capital. 


S sales center has been constructed for the organization's branch in Dar'a. 
The Military Soctal Organization: 


work is continuing on the construction of two sales complexes in Damascus. 
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wore is continuing on the construction of Cechnicas Sabnaye., 
Eighth: Ina the Sphere of Services 
, Higher Education, 
The development of higher education in the country t# continuing conetant! 
in terme of the number of universities and faculties and the number of 
students, The number of universities in the country in 1979 came to four, 
following inauguration of the al-Ba'th University in the town of Hume in 
‘79. The number of male and female students newly-enrolled in the first 
year of untversity came to 1,000 in the academic year 1975-79. The number 
of totermediate institutes to the Ministry of Higher Education rose to 15 
subordinate and the number of male and female students newly enrolled in 
rhem came to 3,618; thie does not include the number of students present is 
‘he firet year of other intermediate inatitutes subordinate to other min 
(eteries: the totel number of male and female students in those rose to 


4,000. 


ytaduates of the various universities numbered 7,000 in 1979, and there 
were 4,°°° graduates of various intermediate inetitutes. 


i Damascus University. The following bas been carried out: 

Lonetruction and outfitting of an obstetrics and gynecology building. 
meiruction of the seventh housing unit. 

Followup on second phase activities in the Faculty of Medicine. 
viversity facilities. 


Followup on certain activities in the firet nursing school and appropria 
tion of lend tor the second nursing school. 


Approp:lation of untversity building lands. 

Outfitting of Faculty of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering departments. 
Pertormance of studies for certain university buildings. 

Startup on construction activities in the Faculty of Fine Arts. 

2. Aleppo University. The following has been accomplished: 


Auditoriums One and Two and observation units in the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine at Hamah. 











metruetion of the structure and completion of the central Library. 
Fxpangton of the heating equipment bullding, 
liehrin /October/ Univeralty. 
The al-Sabll Conatruction Company is following up on completion of the 
faculty, laboratory and utility buildings for che firet stage of construc: 
lon at Tlehrin University. 


ai da'th University, 


fhe university was eatablished in 19/9 and consists of the following 
facuities: 


“he Faculty of Chemical and Petroleum Engineering in Humes and buildings 
annexed to that. 


‘he Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in Hamah. 


‘ew faculties have also been built there and work will start on them in 
nal These are 


The Faculty of Dentistry. 
e Faculty of Clvil and Architectural Engineering. 

‘ye General Organization for Misericordia Hospital. 
“he tollowine has Seen carried out: 
stalilation and operation of the waste incinerator 
mstruction of the doctor's housing unit building. 
Extensions of oxygen and other technical equipment. 

The Children's Hospitel. 

\idren's Hospital in Damascus has been opened and has started receiv- 


rild patiente The hospital branches are opening gradually and their 
ourtitting with various forms of modern medical equipment is continuing. 


t 


in the area of education. 


‘cation in (ts various stages is still expanding and growing as a resuit 
the growth in population, the citizens’ receptivity to education and 
' yovernmment's encouragement of science and education, including its 
etadual plan to apply compulsory primary education. The total number of 
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Ale and temale pupils in schools under Ministry of Education  upervision, 


diov totermedtat inpetitutes and Kins rear ne tuot@iled 2,031,420, 


Expansion ia the  .n@uguration of new industrial vocations into secondary 
imivetrlal schoo.ting; these now number 99. 


Nine and a hall million school textbooks have been printed. ine industrial 
nAcit ‘es and schools which have been constructed have been provided with 


equipment and accessories costing 15 million Syrian pounds. 


CHO liepensaries have been furnished with medical equipment and first 
sid vehicles costing 1.8 million pounds. 


The number of people accepted to male and female teachers’ colleges in the 


ademic year 1978-79 came to ebout 10,074. 
Ir e resaim of tourisba. 
6 a Ourist villapye has been constructed in the Jadidat al-Wadi area 
nei: » of 43 untts accommodating about 200 beds. 


apartments have been built in Latakia. 


te s accommodating 500 beds have been opened and it is expected 
hat hor hotels containing 700 beds will be opened at te end of this year. 


t Companies 
e Syrian Ava» Hotel and Tourist Company: 


company is now preparing a study for construction of a tourist hotel 
n the town of Hums It is studying the tourist project in the al- 
Manshiyvah area of Damascus in participation with the Ministry of Tourism. 


e Syrian Ara» Tourist Instellations Company: 


e company, in participation with the City of Danascus, is finishing con- 
truction of the al-Sham Hotel as an international class hotel containing 
600 beds. 


A oranch company has been formed in partnership with the municipality of 
latakia to operate and complete tourist apartment buildings and cabins on 
the Blue Coast in Latakia, and a branch compary has been formed with the 

nicipality of Hamah to build a 300-bed tourint hotel and with the Munici- 
pality of Hums to build a 600-bed tourist complex. 














e Syrian Tourist Transportation and Marketing Company: 


‘is company has proceeded to prepare Courist marketing programs (Co bring 
vurists to the country It will aiso provide tourtet transportation 
‘ect littes (tn the torm of railway cars and tour buses to provide for tour- 
st Cransport and tripe to archaeological and historical landmarks in the 
Mu (fy 


| the sphere of tourist publicity, the ministry is continuing to print 
rochures and various forms of tourist advertisement, supplying the min 
.strles and organizations in the country and our embassies abroad with it. 
ve ministry is also devoting special attention to improving the Tourist 
ollce system and the tourist performance system. 


In the field of health. 
on the fleld of health projects, the following has been carried out: 
ompletion of construction on the Kafr Susah and al-Shaghur centers. 


omp letion of the remaining work on the nursing school. 


onstruction of two health centers in al-Sukkari and al-Shaykh Maqsud and 
‘tructural work on three centers in ‘Ayn -‘Arab, Jarabulus and al-Safirah. 


‘onstruction of « comprehensive clinic in the Karem al-Lawz area of Hume. 


onatruction of health centers in Barri © orqi, al-Ziyarah and Jab al- 
lawlah io the Province of Hamah. 


Construction of the Dayr al-Zawr nursing school. 


onstruction of four health centers, in al-Hasakah, al-Qamishli, Tall 
Saydar and al-Qahtaniyah. 


yetruction of two health centers, in al-Suwayda' and al-Shahba. 
Construction of the nursing school in Dayr al-Zawr /sic/. 


struction of the health quarantine area in Tartus in addition to com le- 
{ expansion of the old hospital. 


fhe Ministrcy of Health is following up on its activities of combatting 
diseases, in particular cholera, and is striving to carry out extensive 
programe to inoculate children less than 2 years of age against tuber- 
culosis, measles, tetanus, diptheria, whooping cough and infantile 
paralysis, as well as developing health awareness programs and bolstering 
mother and child and family planning centers. 
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E. In the field of culture and national guidance. 
The tLollowing projects have been carriec out: 
inaumuration of cultural centers abroad, 


Expansion of the publication of cultural books. It is expected chat these 
will come to more than 70 in number this year. 


The ministry has created more popular culture institutes; these came to 
+) an all provinces of the country. 





Tne compulsory education plan for illiterates is being carried out in six 
provinces; Idlib, al-Raqqah, rural Damascus, Aleppo, Dayr al-Zawr and al- 
Hasakah. The rest of the provinces will proceed with iiliteracy eradication 


All cultural centers iave been supplied with vehicles with the objective of 
expanding mobile cultural units. 


Construction of the Federation of Arab Writers headquarters has been 
comp leted. 


in che sphere of social atfairs and Labor. 
The tollowing has been carried out: 


Yevelopment of the Handicapped Persons’ Vocationa, Accreditation Center in 
Damascus and completion of the building for it. 


Completion of construction of the ibn Rushd Young Men's Educational In- 
etitute tn Qadisiya. 


Expansion of the number of guidance units and rug sections belonging to 
the rural revival centers. 


‘onstruction of three dispensaries, in Hamah, Latakia and Dayr al-Zawr. 


Expansion and enlargement of capacity of the Zayd ibn Harithah Child 
Care Home. 





In the sphere of housing and utilities. 





The Lollowing has been completed: 


Followup on implementation of the Dayr ail-Zawr filtration plant project, 
which nas reached its final stages. 


Comp lection of work on the water project for Salhab and adjacent villages. 
etruction has made significant strides and it is expected that it will 
completed this year. 
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‘lowup on implementation of the expansion of the al-Bu Kamal filtration 


plant, 


Pollowup on tmplementation of the piping of al-Sinn water to Tartus. 


a. Rural drinking water: 


dork is underway to provide drinking water to rural areas; this will lead 
to a tise in the supply of water fic for frinking to rural inhabitants 
om 55S to 82 percent by the end of 1950. 


Drinking water in towns: 


“ne al-Payjah Water Organization: 


“ne organization has drawn up a plan to provide water to the town over the 
ong range, to 1954 at least and 2000 at most, in keeping with the increase 
n the population. In this context, studies nave been prepared to allocate 
aod carry out the project for a group of tunnel activities from the al- 

‘ay jah springs to Damascus and surrounding areas and the distribution 
system project in the city of Damascus. The tunnel project has been car- 
‘Led out along with the urgent stage of che distribution network, 


Aleppo Water Organization: 


1979, the organization's activities concentrated on followup on the im- 
5ortation of equipment and pumping stations for the source at the origin, 
ollowup on replacement of equipment and machinery, and improvement and ex- 
pansion of the system and supply lines. Work is underwey in a serious 
fashion on construction of the third project to bring 220 cubic meters of 


Zuphrates water to Aleppo per day. 
‘he Idllb-Ariha Water Organization: 


The organization has followed up on implementation of the project to pipe 
ew water and has followed up on work to support the old Idlib water pro- 
ject to guarantee the continued supply of water to the city while the new 
project is being carried out and put in operation. It will guarantee a 
water supply for Idiib, Ariha and 10 other villages. 


ne Humes and Hamah Water Organization: 


ne activity of these two organizations has concentrated on implementation 
‘he project to expand distribution systems, supply new construction ex- 
anelon areas with water and improve the distribution system. 
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T a\ Hasa@cah Water Organization: 


The organization's activity is concentrated on distribution systems, water 
supply to areas of new conetruction expansion, improvement of the distribu 
tion system and development of new water sources. 


The -etakia Wacer Organization: 


The organization's activity centers on the project to bolster and pi, 

veter from the al-Sinn River to Latakia. The project was completed and | 

in actual operation in 1979. The organization's activities also included 
construction, replacement and consolidation of the system in the city. The 
project of the 9-kilometer Blue Coast line project to provide a flow of 
constant, regular water to the tourist city was also carried out. 


(he al-Suwayda' Water Organization: 


The organization is following up on implementation of the expansion and re- 
pair of the system along with maintenance of the three al-Muzayrib water 
project stations and construction of filter and pumping stations. It has 
also followed up on extension and expansion of the existing system to brin- 
water to deprived areas, construction of canke for balance, fencing of 
stations and consolidation of equipment. 


The al-Raqqah and Dar’a Water Organizations: 


These organizations’ activity concentrated on completion of the implements- 
tion stages of extension of the area's water system to cope with the inhab- 
itants' increasing needs. 


c. In the field of planning and implementation: 


Thircy-ftive topographic maps have been drawn up and study began on 125 
there which have been apportioned among real estate departments and vari- 
ous private offices. Im the field of town planning maps, 41 had been pre- 
cared in various provinces and study began on the maps of 36 other villages 
by the middle of 1979. A start was also made on study of drawing up a town 
planning map for the Municipality of Busra. 


¢. In the field of sanitary drainage: 


Work nas concentrated on completing the main channel of the city of Latakia. 
Studies have been prepared on sewers in Halfaya, the main lines in the sew- 
ere of al-Raqqah and areas of expansion in al-Qamishli, the al-Yarmuk Cam, 
Tal. Tamar and a number of other mmnicipalities. In addition, a compre- 
neu.sive study is being made of the Damascus sewer system project, construc- 
tion of treatment stations in Hums and Hamah, and pollution control in the 
tarada and Orontes Rivers. 

















a, In the tield of housing 


in Damascus, Mums, Dayr al-Zawr, al-Nasakah, a) Qamiehli and al-Suwayde’, 
2,6.) housing unite nave been built and in addition « especial housing sav- 
.oge law has Seen Lesued in thie fleid to provide for the dletribution of 
2,500 houetng unite each in Damascus, Hume, Namah, and Latekia and the 

dietribucion of 1,000 hovelng unite to government employees on easy term. 


f In the fleld of activity of orgenizativocs belonging to the Mintetry of 
jetense, 


|, Achlevementse of the Miittary Social Organization: 
he following has been carried out: 
\ sales complex in the city of Namah. 


‘taht sales branches in al-Silmiyah, al Resten, Tall Kalekh, Buraykieh, 
vafita, Jabaiah, and two branches in Damascus. 


‘ sales complex on 41-Thawrah Avenue in Damascus, on which work is con- 
rinuine 


Technical warehouses in Sahnaya, on whic! work ts continuing. 
The General Blood and Medical Indust: ese Organization: 


In 19/79 construction was startec on the project to improve the departments 
of che al-Dimas pharmaceutical manufacturing laboratory, on which work is 
continuing. 


). The General Meteorology Department: 


= 


» tollowing has been completed 


Construction of four weather forecasting centers to serve civil and mili- 
tery aviation. 


comp lection of the bulidings for two meteorology research centers in Jabalah 
sod al-Hasaka 


onetructton of 10 agricultural meteorology stetions. 
onstruction of tive weather stations. 


« 


Opening of rain ‘measurement / stations 


Construction of a central forecasting center in Damascus, on which work is 
continuing. 
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Purchase of observation equipment and Craining of ‘e 
The Military Inetallations Construction Organtea.: 


in order to meet ite requirements for various primary naterieals, t) 
sa laatlon hes constructed production shops, email ladoratorics and a 


cles to pioduce primary materiale used in construction in accoruance with 
otoject needs, 


The Military Housing Organization 


Thies organization has built production shops and email plants to meet its 
seeds for certain primary materials used in construction. in order to ov 
ercome the housing problem, the organization has taken the responsibility 
for bullding eight town suburbs in the country: these are two sudurbe ea 
mn Damascus and Aleppo and one each in Tartus, .ataria Sue, aod Haraste 
t is expected thac 1,000 housing units will be bulit oy the end of 1979 

una early 1980 out of che totel of 2,751 housing unite whose construction 

.s carrying out at the presenc time, 


onc Lusion 
this abbreviated economic statement on i979 we have e@vic ee jvm 
ces, iietse and projects which nave become reality: indeed have become 
part of the social and economic situation through their increasing vo.ume 
They have drawn the great line extending from the point we reached the pre 
vious year to that which we reached in the serious developmental progress 
of 1979, and have given prominence to the basic relationships of certain 


success with inplementation of high percentages of the construction pro- 
jects set forth in the planning program. 


These achievements have become maior evidence of the fact that our Syrian 
Arad Republic, which bears the greatest of national burdens in areas in 
which it is deterring Zionist and imperialist plans, possesses the greatest 
apacity and most intense determination to build a modern economically 
strong country which has adopted the goal of following up on the course of 
attaining the domestic hopes of the people of this country, the national 


snopes of the Arab nation, and the construction of a socialist, democratic 
nitced Arab society. 











SYRLA 


LINES OF NATIONAL #SUDGET SKETCHED 
mascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 20 Feb 60 ppl, 7 


\rticle: "29 Billion Pound State Budget for 1980: Concentration on 
vestment Projects’) 


ext) The People's Counc!) held a meeting at 1000 hours yesterday morning 
ler the chairmanship of Mahmud Hadid, president of the Council. Prime 
ieter Dr ‘Abd=al-Ra'uf Oaeim, the deputy prime ministera for services 


faire and economic affairs, anc the ministerea were present, 


Qasim submitted a draft of the general budget for the state for 1980 for 


ecusston and approval. Dr Hamdi al-Saqqa, einister of finance, represented 
jasim in delivering the explanatory repor'., 


» report explained the new government's besic policies in the fields of 
rrent and investement expenditures as well as current and investment 
come, and the increase in the availability of domestic revenue to finance 


weetment projects and state expenditures. An outline of the explanatory 
eport follows. 


We present the final draft of the general estate budget for fiscal year 1980 
“cording to the amendments approved by the Supreme Planning Council and the 


ew Counctl of Ministers, including comparisons with appropriations for 
iecal year 1979, as follows: 


Total appropriations of the general state budget for fiscal year 1980 


.903 million Syrian pounds as compared to 22,869 million pounds for 1979, 
an increase of 6,054 million pounds, as follows: 

















1979 1980 Increase 
rent Operations 11,722 14,590 2,868 
estment Expenses 216 2% 20 
eatment Projects 10,911 14,077 3,166 
al 22, 849 28,903 6,054 
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2. Total percent increase of the general state budget for 1980 over 1979 
S percen:, Petcent inefease |! ent ' 
rreat eperatione 4 percent 


J 


will be noted that revenue from tarc® aiid fees lincieabes Be. nediy, 
Appropriations for investment projects lu che l¥ou drat. \iget esounted 
16,977 million Syrian pounds, or an increase of about 3,166 mililon over 

sppropriations for 1979, Appropriations for investment expenses in the 1980 

lxaft budget amouat to about 236 million Syrien pounds or an increase of 

spout 20 @hilion, iheee appropriations ere aesianed to specific agencies 

on the echedule of expenditures attached to the draft budgerc., 


retimated revenues [rom lavestment profecte in the 1980 draft budge. 
re abowt 11,317 militon Syrian pounds, an increase of 4,685 million pounds 
wer revenue for 1979, This is in addition to other domestic revenue. 





». in the {tnanctal and banking sector, 1980 budget estimates [net revenue 
ver expenditures) exceed those for 1979 by 170,066 wil fon pounds. In the 
commercial sector 1980 budget estimates exceed those for 19/9 by 141.414 
iliion pownds. In the industrial sector, 1980 budget estimates exceed 
hose for 1979 by 4,006,573,000 pounds. In the agricuitural sector, 1980 
udge. eetimates stayed within the iimite of estimates for 1979, 


estimated revenue from current operations amoun.e co 14,590 atilion 
A 
rian pounds. 


ment's report on the general budget expiained that ics basic 
is to concentrate on the investment projects of the economic and social 
evelopment plan, achieve the phased and basic goals of this plan for the 
ear 1.980, and consolidate the productive components of the economy of the 
\rab country of Syrta, 


‘nen the minister of finance finished delivering the financial statement on 
che draft estate budget for 1980, the speaker of the People's Council thanked 
he government, and announced that the statement would be debated in the 

oun ‘L's upeoming sessions. He then adjourned che Council until 1600 hours 
the following Sunday, to begin debate of the ministerial statement which 

’ “Minister Qasim delivered before the People's Couaci! 


rom another aspect, the Algerian information media took an interest in the 
tatement presented by Dr Qasim before the People's Council the day before 
‘esterday. Algerian radio and television broadcast iong sections of the state- 
vent at the beginning of their main newscasts. They concentrated on his 

that the Syrian government will support the Resistance and Steadfast- 
ess Front as a basic Arab foundation to oppose all conspiracies for 
surrender and all acts of provocation, and defeat the pact of treachery 
etween Sadat's regime and the Zionist enemy. 





e Aigerian press also published lengthy excerpts from the statement in 
rowinent places, concentrating on Dr Qasim'’s statement that the goverment 
* committed to che basic goal of liberating a11 occupied Arab iands, not 

oniag avy part of them, recovering the enduring national rights of the 
‘alestintan people, and resisting 411 attempts to liquidate the Palestinian 
em, which ts the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
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PROGRESS OF AGRICULTURAL PLANS IN HUMS REVIEWED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 1l Mar 80 p 3 


Article: "“Pigures on the Increasing Intensification of Agriculture in 
jum@ Ourlag the Years of the Fourth 5-Year Plan"/ 


Text’ Im the Light of agricultural development strategy and plans in the 
country, which are aimed at expanding the irrigated area by making maximum 
se of avatllable water resources, in order to increase the stability of 
sacricultural output, increase ite volume, and intensify land use, concen- 
trated efforte have been made in the Fourth 5-Year Plan years to carry out 
the eaericultural intensification plan on (irrigated lands in Hums; these 
were gradually to attain 160 percent by (©9980. This has in fact been car- 
cled out most gradually in the firet 4 yeers of the plan, reaching: 


i\21.4 percent in 1975. 
LW percent in 1976. 
138.2 percent in 1977. 
114.54 percent in 1978. 


Sources in the Agricultural Department in Humes consider that it is hard to 
reach the desired percentage because some crops take up land throughout the 
year and the water quote is not sufficient in Lands in the Hums-Hamah irri- 
gation system. In addition, water from surface wells is not adequate for 
irrigation in the summer season in some areas like Tadmur, al-Mukharraem 

and al-Parq. 


Affecting crops in the Tallkelakh area at the beginning of the season are 
torrential rains. Were ts a review of the percentage of completion of 
pian crops: 


Crope Planted 


The stipulated percentage, which was 25 percent of irrigated land for 
ordinary Mexican wheat, was not implemented. The percentage by which this 
crop was planted ranged from 55 to 96 percent, as resources were available, 
because the crop was not watered, high-quality crimson Mexican strain for 


*Aleo known as Hime | 
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reac was not available, or water was Hor pre 
suting tetming of Was ueed TOL Liv iga@lhiin Carla, 140 sopée euch 
‘ions oF summer vagetables., 


‘ali Supet Beate 


© ugar beet plan was carried out in full in the pa eare of the 
a, except tn 1979 when only 83 percent wes | mpleme iew of fartu 
‘atlure to cultivate (it because: 
@ costs of beet production are high a6 @ Conseg ence of Che shortage 
f manpower and the fact that marketing prices were > ) ordance with 


sete: in addition there were marketing probleme and the farmers falled to 
orovide their share of transportation. 

Delava in cultivetion because of delays in contracting « recetpt of 
eecdo and fertilizer, en absence of water in the system and finally over- 
Lapping of the ferming period with the cotton picking time 


Spring Potatoes 


e rate of implementetion of the plan over the perio r 
m 199 to 167 percent because of the ia f fall suger beets 


Onions 


The vate of implementation did not exceed 93 to i0U percent in the case o! 
onions. This important crop's problems are confined to marketing end ex 
orc, which exposes che farmer to extreme losses in some years. 


Jery-tarming Lands 


rate of implementation of the plan to intensify farming in the firet 
sectlement area ranged from 72 to 88 percent as most of the fallow lands 
tois area are rocky and rough end the dry-farming system is still being 


\lowed in most of them. In the other settlement regions--two, three and 
ir -the rate ranged from 78 to 96 percent; the most important dry-farming 


rope there are: 


‘exican wheat, ordinary wheat, barley and lentils. 


it Trees 


e area planted with trees in irrigated lands is est mateo at 6,170 hec- 
es out of a totel of 40,923 hectares--that is, approximare! 0 percent 
niy; in dry-farming lends, the area planted with trees does sot exceed 
) percent, that is, 25,183 hectares. The planting of fruit trees involves 
e following types: olives, grapes, apples, almonds, lemons, «nd oranges. 











ic te natural that grapes and almonds take up dry-farming lands to a great- 
er extent, in view of their ability to survive without irrigation. 


Fruit Trees Planted in the Plan 


‘he plan for fruit tree planting aspired to a horizontal expansion in 
planting of about 30 percent, especially in che dry-farming of fruit trees 
in elevated areas where rainfall rates are high; this represents about 
20,000 irrigated hectares and 90,000 dry farming hectares, or about 100,000 
ew hectares. In the yeare of the plan, 160 hectares were implemented in 
he irrigated areas and 2,900 hectares in the dry-farming areas in addition 
‘o the vceclamation of 850 hectares and 249 donums in the plain, hill and 
ry-farwing areas. Some agricultural roads and terraces have been built. 


‘orest Roade and Forest Planting 


in the fleld of forestry, 3,983 hectares have been implemented and some 
‘orest roads, except in 1979, when calculations of actual implementation 
whitch are made in numerous areas of the province were not carried out. 


The shortage of machinery in the areas of fruit tree and forest tree plant- 
ng and green belt branches prevented a rise in the level of imp lementa- 
‘ton; this could have risen in a good fashion, especially as regards the 
sreen belt, since the technical etaff was available and there was 4 re- 


ponse from farmers. 


L188) 
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SYRIA 


'RRLGATLON PROBLEMS IN ALEPPO AREZEA DISCUSSED 
SNemascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 1 Feb ®0 p 5 


Article by Michel Khayyat: “Observations on irrigation Probleme in Rurel 
Areae of Syria; The Difficult Irrigation Foauation in Aleppo") 


lext) Among the numerous papers that have copious details about Svriaen 
Areb rural areas, the editor drew a circle around the same of Mr Mubammad 
i.) Muhemmad who is a fermer from the subdistrict of Mari’ in the 
rovince of Aleppo. 


ircle appears now to be the starting point for a discussion about 
the irrigation problem in the rural areas of Aleppo. 


ihe storementioned gentleman whom we met in a humbie rural home located on 
be dirt road that goes through the village of al-Hasiyah presented a 
rutcoftul pieture of a fundamental problen. 


nis aan did so in the course of a general discussion in which a group of 
ares residents participated. 


he participation in this dialogue of agricultural engineer Muhammad Adud, 
irector of the Agriculture Administration in the District of A'zaz may 

ave doubtless been necessary. It ‘s known that the reality of services 

, rural areas has always stimulated discussion that seemed endiess. This 
tigulation gust stop at certain limits because what is essential in the 

sct that rural areas have these or the other characteristics is closely 

ved with the level of agricultral facts in those areas. The presence of 

he agricultural engineer with us was periaps bringing us back spontaneously 
» che essence, that is, to the characteristics and difficulties of 
mgricultural production. 





he discussion expanded to provide examples that were sometimes weak and 

ther times painful. These were examples about the drinking water, about 

he roade that disappear during the winter, about the electricity that hes 

eeo promised, about the rural phvyeician Who is absent most of the time, 
the pharmacist who plays the role of a laboratory analyst even 
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‘ough be lacks @ @icroscope, and about the alleged elementary school whose 
~oderntieation and expansion is being sought. We spoke about @ woman who 
ed in childbirth, and we ended [our discussion) with an example of a 
‘eaeher who did not attend echool more than 10 days during the entire year. 


sidet all thie Muhemmad Salih Muhammad etood up and eaid the following 
bout Mari’: 


ur 


land ie fertile, but it turns into a ewamp in the winter. The lake 
t forme in Mari’ in the winter te « large one that covers a vast area 
sgriculturel land and damages the plants. It is formed from two sources: 


et, the heavy rains; and second, the Quwayq River which flows until May.” 


is el@ple farmer continued his important statement and said in a plain 
onoer, “Canale must be dug, and surface dikes must be built to save the 


aricultural land from flooding in the winter and to give it the means of 
in the summer.” 


importance of Singling Out Irrigation Projects 


singled out the statemgnnts of Mr Muhammad Salih Muhammad for a good reason: 
went to the heart of the problems that surround the subject of irrigation. 


“hape we do not exaggerate if we say that hed irrigation been in good 
epe, diecusesions about the detaile of rural life would not have been bleak, 
would they have revealed the painful pictures that we alluded to. 


t we are saying becomes more clear when we learn that the subdistrict 
ari’ te eubordinate to the district of A'zaz which comprises 127 


lllages. Arable land in A'zaz ise 105,430 hectares, but only 6,000 hectares 
re irrigated. 


nat does this mean’ 


vericultural Engineer Muhammad Adud informs us that a hectare cultivated 
sith cotton in unirrigated land yields between 500 and 1,000 kilograms of 
tton but that one hectare of irrigated land yields from 3,000 to 5,000 


lograms of cotton. An irrigated hectare planted with Mexican wheat yields 
sice as much as one unirrigated hectare. 


‘gineer Muhammad Adud gives us these figures in the course of his discussion 


it agricultural facts in the area of A'zaz. It is an essential discus- 


that places us within the general tramework surrounding a problem 
one detaile we undertook to investigate in the past episodes of this report. 


* 


the vast area of A'zaz depends totally on rain water, whereas the small 
gated areas get their water from artesian welle and from the Qawiq River 
continues to flow until the middle of spring. Quite often, [however], 
ies up before the spring sweet potato crop ripens. 
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wvose Who saw the vineyards, the fruittul orchards and the vepetabie 
fields in ‘Afrin would realize full well the results of the abundance o! 
sater there and the results of ite absence from A'zaz. In ‘Afrin the 
civer, which has the @ame name ae that of the area, makes vast agricui- 
ural areas prosper, turning them in fact into a veritable paradise. 


continuing the ‘Afrin Dam Project may become extermely important. This is 
secause this dam will save 250 million cubic meters of water chat may de 
tilteed in irrigating parte of the plains of A'zaz, especially since it 
sae been determined that [the waters of that dam) would irrigate 20,000 

hectares of land in the ‘Afrin region which is adjacent to the district 

of A'eaz. In ite present situation A'zaz cultivates Mexican and ordinary 

wheat, cotton, lentils, sesame, sweet potatoes, melons, watermelons and 
some varieties of vegetables on a small scale. Recent!y, the sugar beet 
rop was introduced; it was planted in the 1977 season, and the success 

f{ the spring crop was splendid. 


“You know that our need for sugar beets is urgent, especially after several 

new sugar refineries have begun operations. These are huge plants that 

take in large amounts of sugar beets. The success of these plants in 

selping us achieve self-sufficiency with regard to sugar depends basically 
our exvccess in cultivating sugar beets. 


‘in A'zaz it seems that the basic problem which is facing plans to expand 
ultivation of this crop is that of the lack of irrigation water or 
irrigated land. The plan which had stipulated that 1,000 hectares of land 
be cultivated with beets was considered very ambitious. It was also said 
that it was unrealistic and that the most that can be planted is 500 
hectares only. 


Discussion about irrigation in an area estimated to be 105,430 hectares 
-seumes special significance if we learn that there are large quantities 
© ground water in that area and that this water had not yet been studied 
cientifically and carefully. Im addition, this area receives heavy rain- 
oil in the winter, and the best example of this is that lake which is 
rmed by a surface dam, the al-Shuhaba’ Dam, which is close to the capital 
f the subdistrict of A'zaz. 


re agricultural engineer who accompanied us on this tour says that the 

phrates Basin Development Organization is presently studying the water 
ysasins in A'zaz to determine the possibilities of benefiting from them. 
The purpose of this study is to irrigate the largest possible area of 
‘rable land. He believes that this goal can be achieved by building a new 

um or by expanding the al-Shuhaba' Dam, and he also believes that a canal 

ry be dug between al-Asad Lake on the Euphrated Dam and this storage dam 
unc that the storage dam may be supplied with more water in the summer. 
“ineally, he thinks that if the projects that are available are implemented, 
.t would be possible to turn 50,000 hectares of unirrigated land to 

r gated land. 
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seems that until these ambitions are realize,, irrigated areas wisi 
remain limited and will continue to depend basically and totally on 
artesian welle. These wells have many problems. They may even have a 
position of prominence in the irrigation problem that the Province of 
Aleppo has. 


"How is that?" 


\ plain answer to thet question will put us face to face with the riddle 
ground water and the ways of dealing with it. 


we spoke about A'zaz at some length. A'zaz is one of the eight districts 
Aleppo: "Afrin, al-Bab, Mablj, Jarabulus, ‘Ayn al-'‘Arab, Jabal Slm'an 
and al-Safirah. 


Yet what we said about A'zaz do s not give us the ability to conduct an 
inadequate investigation from which we could make an objective generaliza- 
tion. We, theretore, resort to the figures of the Agriculture Administration 
in Aleppo in the course of looking for the aforementioned truth. 


Ome sees then that based on 1977 statistics the area of arable land in 
Aleppo te 1,234,564 hectares. About 393,577 hectares of this area lay 
fallow, and thus the total cultivated area in the aforementioned year was 
actually 840,987 hectares. 


lease note that unfortunately irrigated land now is 73,518 hectares, 
whereas the area of unirrigated land is 7//,469 hectares. This vast dif- 
ference between the area of irrigated land and the area of unirrigated land 
indicates to us the characteristics of our arricultural condition. The 

{gures seem to indicate that the irrigated area is shrinking continuously 
because the wells are drying out. It is self-evident that production is 
elso shrinking. Here is a comparison that relies on production figures for 
1977 and 1978. 


Aleppo's cotton production from irrigated land amounted to 78,068 tons in 
1977; this figure declined in 1978 to 65,770 tons. In 1977 the sugar beet 
crop was 16,050 tons; in 1978 it declined to 15,195 tons. Whereas pro- 
luction of ordinary wheat from irrigated land was 10,844 tons in 1977, it 
amounted to 8,910 tons in 1978. Our production of Mexican wheat in 1977 
amounted to 71,995 tons; this figure declined in 1978 to 65,393 tons. In 
i937) Aleppo produced 1,205 tons of lentils from irrigated land; in 1978 it 
produced 656 tons. 


make the same observation with regard to vegetables. In 1977 Aleppo 
roduced 31,807 tons of tomatoes from irrigated land; in 1978 its production 
mounted to 25,553 tons. In 1977 watermelon production from irrigated 
land amounted to 1,641 tons; in 1978, it was 540 tons. 





These figures are subject to many interpretations. It has been established 
that several factors play an effective role in the decline of production. 
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Among them, for example, are poor climactic conditions and prices. Fermers, 
for example, did not plant lentils in 1979 in A'zaz because of the decline 
in the prices of this crop. 


but among these numerous factors one can point to a fundamenta) reason [for 
thie decline), and that is irrigation. 


Perhaps Lf we understood the aforementioned figures ase we should understand 
tnem in the final analysie--that ie, that agricultural production is de- 
‘liniog instead of progreseing--the importance of a quick effort to protect 
our agriculture would become clear to us. At that time also discussion 
avout available measures to increase the irrigated areas that yield twice 


the crop would become important and would attract the attention of all 
eople. 


in the course of commenting on the aforementioned figures one of the 
cechniclans in tue Agriculture Administration in Aleppo said piainly and 
succinctly, “The problem lies in the fact that the wells are drying out." 


je asked him why the wells were drying out, nd he said that that was due 
co the poor utilization of ground water. We asked him why ground water 
as being poorly used, and he said because the penalties that are imposed 
on those who misuse ground water do not deter them. 


se tried to look for more specific answers to all these questions. in the 
Public Works Administration in Aleppo we found first a living, realistic 
{llustration [of the situation] while we were interviewing a civil servant 
about [the process] of drilling, licensing and desiccation of wells. 


At that time a resident of Sayf ‘Ali Village which is subordinate to the 
subdistrict of ‘Ayn al-'‘Arab was seeking a permit for a well he had dug in 
‘is village. He was trying to get a permit because it would enable him to 
get a loan from the bank to purchsae an engine. This was his objective 

yen though the police had turned him over to the court because he had dug 
1 well without getting prior approval from the authorities. 


Are you afraid?" 
“At first | was afraid when the police came and issued a restraining order 
painet me. IL am still afraid of the trial, but my friends told me that the 
seralty will not exceed 25 Syrian pounds." 

Have you heard of wells that dried out in your area?" 

Yes, several weils did dry out." 


Why?” 
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"| don't know. All I know is that I saw people drilling wells and getting 
water and planting cotton and vegetables, but when I began drilling, the 
policemen prevented me from doing what I was doing." 


"Why did you not get a permit to drill a well before you started drilling 
ie?” 


J am now trying to get a permit. I've wasted 15 days in official depart- 
ments and spent more than 200 Syrian pounds, and I am still in the beginning 
f the road." 


What Is the Reason for These Complicated Measures? 


In spite of the importance of having wells drilled scientifically and in 
specific areas lest they dry out--if there are too many wells in one area 
that depends totally on wells, the desiccation of these wells signifies 
that the area will be hit by a catastrophe--in spite of all this, the 
administrative and technical measures that pertain to this matter still 
fall short of what is required. 


One of the employees of the Public Works Administration in Aleppo says that 
in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 208 for 1958, drilling 
wells has been prohibited in some areas of Aleppo such as al-Bab, Manbaj, 
al-Safirah and al-Muslimiyah. But in the places where drilling is per- 
mitted, the measures for obtaining a permit-~-a permit for drilling and for 
pumping--are very complicated. This is because the permit papers must 
include a property statement proving ownernhip; 2-a certificate of identity; 
j-a police report on the required engine; 4- the license for the engine-- 
ite number, kind and power; 5-a discharge from [the Minintry of] Finance; 
6-the approval of the Farmers’ Union; 7-the approval of half the landowners 
and this requires in many cases, and perhaps in most cases, a probate of 
the estate; and &the approval of social security. 


All these assurances require a great deal of time and a consuming effort. 
Everyone knows that a farmer does not have time for all this. This is 
perhaps what prods him to drill wells without authorization. 


in addition, the penalties that are imposed on those who drill wells without 
authorization are very light. Most of the penalties in similar cases have 
been monetary fines that varied from 25 to 50 Syrian pounds. Then, there 
are no radical or preventive measures in the period preceding the completion 
of the drilling process. The Public Works Administration does not have the 
adequate capabilities--and that is, staff and means of transportation--to 
monitor [what is taking place]. The police station is usually charged with 
this function, but the police have other functions that are more important. 


This is on the administrative ground [of the situation]. In the technical 


area, the aforementioned Resolution 208 was adopted on the basis of pre- 
liminary studies. Another resolution is imperative especially since the 
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water basing in Aleppo have been under geological investigation for 5 
years. The new geological map of the Aleppo water basin will change many 
of the current notions, and these changes may open new horizons in the 
area of irrigation by means of wells in all the areas of Aleppo. 


vinally, the aforementioned employee told us that if we wanted to protect 
cround water at the present time, we must enact a firm law to deter those 
who violate the laws. This is because current penalties imposed on the 
“ell and on the engine are always held in abeyance under the pretext that 
there are trees in the area that must be irrigated. 


we've spoken about Aleppo from the perspective of ground water; it is known 
that Aleppo lacks rivers. 


owever, the picture of the agricultural situation in Aleppo has begun to 
change. It will change for the better after the administrative borders of 
al-Asad Lake approach completion, and the irrigation projects reach 
neighboring areas such as Maskanah. 


The Euphrates Dam has opened broad horizons for irrigated agriculture in 
our country. In future episodes, we will devote to it the attention it 
Jeserves when we begin our field journey towards al-Riqqah, Dayr al-Zawr 
ind a)-Hasakah. 


$592 
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SYRIA 


AL~SALAMTYAH SUFFERS FROM SEVERE WATER SHORTAGE 
Damascus AL-BA'TH tn Arabic 21 Feb 80 p 4 
[Article by ‘Amar al-Kasan: “Water Shortage Threatens al-Salamiyah") 


‘Text) If the word “Salamiyah” was derived from the word Saala [to flow), 

to designate a place were water flows, thie is no longer applicable, 
because of the drought which pervades the area. This is caused by a shortage 
of ground water and the drying up of many springs and streams. The fact 

that families dug wells haphazardly contributed to this, 


Al-Salamiyah today is suffering from a confirmed water shortage in spite of 
& project to haul water to it. This project needs many modifications and 
technical changes in order to bring enough drinking water to the region. 
Awaiting these modifications, the people are forced to drink well water 
contaminated with fluorine. In other words, fluorine is present in it to a 
high and haraful degree. 


The question posed now is how to save al-Salamiyah from the water shortage 
and from polluted water. I wonder if the region is expecting move now than 
it expected before the new projects were put into operation. 


Al-Salamivah ite Thirety, While al-Aesi River Water is Wasted 


At the begioaning of each summer, al-Salamiyah suffers from a suffocating 
eriete as a result of the shortage of drinking water. This crisis is 
onstantly growing becuase of the increased number of those using water and 
population expansion. It is known that the town of Salamiyah drinks from 
the ‘Ayo al-Tannur protect, which serves Hamah and al-Salamiyah, while the 
surrounding villages get gost of their drinking water from polluted wells. 
A high percentage of fluorine in well water causes fluoride poisoning. 


According to Josef Muhammad Jamul, mayor of the city, as a result of this 
situation and after a review of the situation by the ministry of housing, a 
committee was formed by resolution of the minister of housing. It is chaired 
»y engineer Hilal Yusuf, director of drinking water. The committee visited 
the region. in its report to the minister of housing, it stated that the 
town is ifiving with a confirmed water shortage for the following reasons: 
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he exiat Meh Water project Gid not tére int account the actual pepusa 
.on, sor did tt consider the percentage o Culure population increases, 


The ale-Qantarah project pumps about 3,500 cubic meters a day in l0-inch 
water pipes to the city. But about 16,000 cuble metera a day are needed 
© f41ll che clty's current needs, not considering anticipated increases in 
veod. Thie explains the drinking water crisis in the city. 


1 regult of thie eituation, it te necessary to transport drinking water 
people. Sehoolse sometimes close, because they have no water. It was 
ceseary to Craneport well water in tanks, although it wae polluted. 


watee Wasted Because of Small Diameter of Pipes 


e dfameter of the pipes extending fromthe pumping station in al-Qantarah 
© pumpiog station in al-Thanawiyah al-Zira'’iyah |Agricultural School) 
ear al-Salamtyah is too emall to carry the quantities necessary to satiafy 
needs of the population. Note that the quantities of water coming from 
‘l-<astan to al-Qantarah are ample, but are wasted when they reach the 
pumping station because the pipes cannot carry them. 


veretore, these pipes aust be replaced with iarger ones, 


di mn, Che Canks and pumps--automatic gachinery--at ai-Thanawiyah 
.~vire’iyah are unable to pump or hold a larger quantity, and must also be 
~piaced with stronger and bigger equipment placed in suitable locations at 

igcer elevation, so that a wider region can be provided with the necessary 
rinking water. 


Internal Network for Drinking Water Is Old and Worn Out 


age of the internal network also enters the picture. It is gore than 
rears old. Consequently, it is worn out and breaks down constantly. This 
wens that a technical study for a new internal network in the region must 
‘arried out. The General Company for Water Projects in Homs had previously 
*) assigned to study and carry out 4 water project for this area. It had 
ome to a conclusion calling for changing the pipeline, the storage tanks, 
cod the mechanical equipment, but not the internal network. This would 
suse a great defect, because such a project must be complete. You could 
sot replace all of these elements and bring a large quantity of water from 
© pumping station to the internal network, because it would be unable to 
andle it. Thus it is necessary to include replacing the internal network 
mn the overall replacement porject. Also, it is quite necessary to begin 
is vital and important project a8 soon as the necessary studies are 
sleted, because next summer will be a season of water crisie for 
.-Selamiyah. 


Water Is Also a Problem 


iJ( water in al-Salamiyah is another probiem--a problem of drainage. This 
ater now drains into a swamp west of the city by way of an open sewer, in 
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iition to sewage and drainage from the onion plant, which also pours into 
(he eame swamp, Consequently, thie ewamp and the open sewer are a suitable 
eovironment for the spread of disease, mosquitoes and bad odors, This worries 
the cltigene, espectally in the summer. it ie worth mentioning that this 
awamp ia 20 yeare old, 


aleo learned that a health engineering unit in the University of Damascus 
we been given 4 contract Co present a technical etudy to treat the sewer 
water Three proposale or solutions have been offered: 


© fivat method calle for bullding an automatic treatment station to treat 
i8 ealt water, 


he second method calla for sedimentation of waste water in basins, to use 
ae fertilizer after treatment. 


‘he third solution is to study the possibility of drawing this water through 
the exieting Roman canals, and covering open parte of them up to the ‘Asi 
tiver. This study was submitted by the ministry of housing as part of the 
terme of the contract with the tndustrial engineering unit. 


A logical review of the problem of the drainage of salt water in this region 
vuld lead use to adopt the first or the second proposed sethods, 


\e for the third solution, it is absolutely out of the question, because it 
would increase the pollution of the ‘Asi River, Aside from this, the 
serviceability of the Roman canale are questionable. 


\nother matter guet be taken ‘nto consideration. This is isolating the 
diecharge from the onion plant near al-Salamiyah, and building a special 
treatment plant for ite wastes. just as was done for many other plants in 
the country. 


SO ; 4802 
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SYRLA 


PLANS FOR SERVICE PROJECTS IN ALEPPO REVIEWED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 18 Feb 80 p 2 


Article: "Noteworthy Expansion in Implementation of Service and Pubiic 
Utility Projects in Aleppo Province") 


(Text) Plans for 1980 in Aleppo Province include implementation of a number 
of service and public utility projects in the city and surrounding country- 
side, especially in the fields of water, electricity and roads. 


The current year's plan includes implementation of about 30 projects aimed 
st supplying water to 150 villages. Among the most important is the Manbi} 
project, which will supply water to 116 villages as well as to the city of 
Manbi}. Studies of the project have been completed, and construction is 
expected to begin early this year. Total cost of the project will be 
110 million pounds, including 24 million for the current year. Water will 
' supplied to the villages included in thie project by digging artesian 
wells in the Euphrates River basin. 


eetrification plans include 70 villages this year. Eighty villages were 
supplied with electricity last year. Sixteen roads are scheduled to be 
cutilt this year linking regional and district centers in the rural areas of 
he province, in addition to building, asphalting and paving streets within 
ne city, and completing the widening of major thoroughfares in the city. 


-ne health plan includes expanding the mental hospital at a cost of 12 mil- 
..on pounds, and expanding the school of nursing. These two projects will 
oe completed by the end of this year. Also, work will proceed this year on 
ne new Aleppo National Hospital project, with a price tag of 140 million 
pounds and a capacity of 450 beds, and the Manbij Hospital project, which 
will have 150 beds and cost 30 million pounds. 


ye Social Affairs and Labor plan includes three important projects which 

ave been contracted for and were started at the beginning of this year. 

“ey are the project to build the Institute for the Deaf and Dumb, the 

rgasization for the Blind, and the School for Physically Handicapped 
fidren. These projects will cost 27 million pounds. 
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\s for schools, the plan for the current year includes continued implementa-~ 
‘ton of the contract eigned with the Military Housing Organization to build 
about 1,270 sehooles in the city of Aleppo and various parts of the province, 
at a total coat of 108 @illion pounds. Conetruction began last year, and is 
expected to be completed by the end of this year. 


As for public housing, 1,170 housing unite will be built this year in the 
si-Sakhur region at a cost of 15 million pounds. Thue far, 1,050 housing 
{te have been built in thie area at a coat of 10 million pounds, 








SYRIA 


ROAD BULLDING ACTIVITIES OF PUBLIC SECTOR REPORTED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 3 Feb 80 p 5 


[Article by ‘Ali Jamul: "Public Sector Experience in Building Inter- 
national Roads") 


(Text) It may be said that the beginnings of government contracting 
companies were successful. During the last 5 years these companies, 
which are called public construction companies are affiliated with the 
Office of the Prime Minister, have been able to achieve positive results 
end indications in spite of the obstacles they encountered. 


These companies thus contributed to reinforcing the course of development 
in the country through the sound implementation [of projects] at the lowest 
prices. They saved no less than 40 percent of the project costs in hard 
currency due to the contractual price differences for government projects. 





Vur report today is about the Public Company for Road Construction-- 
ROADCO--which has been charged since 1976 with implementing more than 80 
projects for international and local roads at a cost that may exceed 1 
billion Syrian pounds. This company withstood obstacles and difficulties 
and achieved considerable success. Talking about this company requires 
chat we talk about the most important problems that face [road-building) 
work in some instances for the purpose of dealing with them objectively. 
we can thus come out with a full and a truthful understanding of the 
company's work. 


The Established Report 


Engineer Salih ‘Askar, the general manager of the company in Homs affirmed 
that the company was created by Statute No 118 for 1974 and that it began 
ite actual operations in the second half of 1975. It is one of the public 
‘onstruction companies whose business affairs come under the authority of 
the Supreme Council for Corporations which is subordinate to the Council 

of Ministers. The objectives of establishing this company are to implement 
international road projects in the country--those that revert to the 
minicipalities or to the Ministry of Transportation as well as roads in 
Syrian cities. 137 














-ontinued Support 


Engineer ‘Askar adds, “The company's birthday was a day of work and sacrifice. 
Our slogan ise ‘The best roads at the least cost.’ As we affirm the impor- 
tance of the fruite that we have reaped so far, (we acknowledge) that the 
greatest credit ts due to the president and commander who gave ue consid= 
erable support and the authority to implement the projects without depending 
on red tape. Thies made use proceed in more rapid steps in the work deter- 
ained for our company whose principal functions can be determined as 

‘ollows: 


1. A contractual commitment to implement international road projects 
in@ide the country in accordance with international technical specifications. 
"2 To save time in the interests of the project. Such time was wasted 
due to correspondence and the nature of contract with public sector 
companies. 


"3. To save large sums of money in hard currency which our national 
economy may need for development programs. 


“4, To replace international companies and some other sectors gradually in 
the implementation of road projects." 


The Magnitude of Implemented and Planned Work 


An annual plan for the company is drawn up every year. It is discussed 

at an annual meeting, and the plan is distributed to company branches in 
the provinces of the country in accordance with the nature and the magni- 
tude of the projects in every branch. In 1976 projects worth 50 million 
Syrian pounds were planned for the company; by the end of 1976 the company 
had completed work worth 51 million pounds. That is a rate of 102 percent. 
in 1977 projects worth 80 million pounds were planned; but projects that 
were implemented were worth 86 million. That is a rate of 108 percent. 


in 1978 projects worth 125 million pounds were planned, and projects worth 
146 million pounds were implemented. This is a rate of 118 percent. In 
1979 projects worth 150 million pounds were planned; and projects worth 
200 million were implemented. That is a rate of 111 percent. 


A reading of these figures indicates the continued increase of implemen- 
tation rates over planned rates. This affirms that work is continuing 
efficiently in a superior fashion. 


The 1980 Plan 


The figures for this plan have amounted to approximately 250 million pounds. 
{The plan calls for) completing projects that are underway in all the 
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provinces and aleo implementing new road projects that have been distributed 
to the branches as follows: 


* Damascus, 2 miliion Syrian pounds. 

* Lateakia, 90 million Syrian pounds. 

* Aleppo, 60 million Syrian pounds. 

* Daye al-Zawr, 460 million Syrian pounds. 
* Al-Hasakah, 15 million Syrian pounds. 

* Al-OQamishli, 22 million Syrian pounds. 

* Talkalakh, 30 million Syrian pounds. 
Regarding the Technical Staff and Training 


Ihe general manager says, "The most important problem that the company is 
suffering from is that of qualifying the staff. Through ite branches 

that are scattered throughout the provinces of the country, the company 
guarantees pereonnel with good experience [acquired) through previous work 
in similar specialities and also through continuous training in surveying 
work, in laboratory work and in mechanical work. In addition, personnel 
are sent abroad to specialize and to receive training. 


Parallei Jobs That Are Inevitable 


ne may consider that continued field supervision and control of every job 

an important peculiarity. On our part we pay much attention to this matter 
in road projects, and we are always running laboratory soil tests and 
‘arrying out other technical studies. We have a central laboratory in 

toms and another in Aleppo. These laboratories monitor [the projects] and 
arry out the necessary studies. In addition, project laboratories carry 

out the daily monitoring activities of all stages of implementation. 


We have faced many obstacles and defied many doubts, [but] especially 
when this company took over one of the road projects from a foreign company 
thet failed to implement the contractual specifications on the Talkalakh 
Road Project. In fact, there were several attempts to foil the process 
of the government's contractual commitment to implement road projects on 
che pretext that the company was not capable of implementing international 
road projects because it lacked the technical staff and know-how. However, 
the practical response to this skepticism was the fact that the company 
as actually able to replace the private and foreign companies and was able 
to carry out ite business with good, technical returns and at a cost lower 
an that stipulated in the contract with the other companies. The company 
als» realized profits that may come to 30 percent of the total value of 
the projects. 139 














Completed Projects and Projects Under Construction 
The volume of work implemented on road projects from 1976 to the end of 
1979 may be determined at fivefold (the planned implementation rate]. The 
company was charged with implementing approximately 60 projects at a cost 
in excess of 1 billion Syrian pounds. [The following) are the most impor- 
tant of these projects: 
A. Central projects 
* The Homes-al-Luwaybidah Highway; 20 kilometers long; completed. 
* Al~Qaryatayn-al-Nasiriyah Road; 60 kilometers long; completed. 
* The Hamah Bypass; 5 kilometers long; completed. 
* The Talkalakh Bypase; 33 kilometers long; under construction. 
8. The Damascus Branch 
* A section of the Damascus-Beirut Highway; 12 kilometers long. 
* Work on Damascus International Airport 
* Reinforcing the Damascus-Dar's Road. 
The Latakia Branch 
* The roads of the Province of Latakia; 850 kilometers long; under con- 
onstruction. 
* The road of the tourist city in Latakia at a cost of 6 million pounds; 
ompleted. 
* The roads of Harajiyah; 115 kilometers long; under construction. 


* The al-Qabw-al-Qardahah Highway; 12 kilometers long; under construction. 


* Surfecing the roads of the Port of Tartus and the entrance to the city 
ataxia; completed. 


L. The Aleppo branch 
* Reinforcing the Aleppo-al-Raqqah Road; 200 kilometers long; completed. 


* Keinforcing the Aleppo-Saraqib Highway; 50 kilometers long; under con- 
struction. 











* The roada of the city of Aleppo; an area of 700 square meters; com- 
pieted, 


* The Qarah Qawzal-'Ayn 'Iea Road; 70 kilometers long; under construction. 
* The Haganu-l[dlib Road; 12 kilometers long; under construction. 

* Surftactng Aleppo International Airport. 

* Surtacing the entrance to the city of Aleppo--the airport--completed. 

tL. The Dayr al-Zawr branch 

* The Tadmur-Dayr al-Zawr Road; 200 kilometers long; under construction. 

* The Mamlahat al-Bawarah Road; 64 kilomerers long; under construction. 


* The roads of al-Tala'i' City in Dayr al-Zawr; 10 kilometers long; com- 
pieted. 


* Tne roads to the grain silos; 6 kilometers long; completed. 


al-Hasaxah branch 





* The roads of the municipality of al-Hasakah; an area of 500 square 
meters; completed. 





* Widening the al-Haskah-al-Qamishli Road; 70 kilometers long; under 
sonstruction. 


* Surfacing the al-Hasakah-Ra's al-‘Ayn Road; 40 kilometers long; 
ccapleted. 


Surfacing the al-Hasakah-Dayr al-Zawr Road; 47 kilometers long; 
mpleted. 





. al-Ramaylan branch 


* The third stage of the al-Ramaylan-al-Suwaydiyah Road; 11 kilometers long; 


mpleted. 


* Reinforcing the first and second stages of the al-Ramaylan-al-Suwaydiyah 
noac; 15 kilometers long; completed. 


The roads of the municipality of al-Qamishli; an area of 300,000 square 
peters; completed. 


— 


Tall ‘Alu-al-Ya'arbiyah road; 24 kilometers long; under construction. 
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* The Corniche of the city of al-Qamishli; 4 kilometers long; completed. 
* The road to al-Ramaylan City; 25 kilometers long; completed. 

* The ‘'Ulyan Road project; completed. 

Personnel and Machinery 


The company owns over 1,000 modern machines and devices that are distri- 
puted among different projects and branches in accordance with a special 
lan for machinery and the needs of every project. The number of company 
workers ie about 3,000 technical and ordinary workers. This figure may 
ncrease according to need due to the absence of a numerical manpower plan. 
This is because the nature of the work does not allow the presence of such 
\ prerequisite because the number of workers depends on the magnitude of 
the projects. 


ost Accounting and Staying Away from the Functional Method in Employment 


‘his company follows a special course in its work that sets out to protect 
‘he interests of business and production by staying away from the old 
functional notion of employment and rewarding people who produce and 
examining those who are slack by using the principle of "The job is the 
yardstick for evaluation." This feeling [about employment] became evident 
in previous periods of work, and it is this that pushed the wheel of pro- 
luction forward towards the road of national construction and the achieve- 
ment of the public interest. 


The company takes over road projects and is charged with their implemen- 
ration as a result of entering a bid in an international invitation to bid 

or by confirming mutually satisfactory contracts that are known to the 

prime minister. The administration prepares the records and the data that 
determine the rates of profit and loss-if any-for every project. It considers 
the equipment available to every branch as equipment leased to the project. 
This [practice], of course, realizes a major benefit indirectly: it in- 
creases the general profit, and this saves us a certain amount of hard 
currency that may sometimes come to 50 percent of costs. 


Participation in International Conferences 


As a result of its distinguished and successful record in road building and 
surfacing in the country--a record commended by foreign specialists and 
experts--the company was able to achieve a significant position in inter- 
national road conferences. It also took part in the 16th International 
Conference for the Public Roads Authority that convened in 1979 in Vienna. 
At that conference the company looked into the most modern technical and 
practical methods for building roads and the materials that go into road 
building. The company will also take part in the next conference that is 
to be held this year in Stockholm. All the international companies that 
specialize in building international roads are to take part in this 


conference. 
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BRIEFS 


AMASCUS MUNICIPAL PROJECTS--Minister of Local Administration ‘Adnan Dabbagh 
valred a meeting yesterday attended by Muhammad al-Suyufi, mayor of the 

ity of Damascus, and by the head of the executive office of the governorat: 

{| Damascus, and member of the office. The minister and the members of the 
office reviewed projects carried out by the governorate during the past 

year, and projects which will be implemented during the current year. Ways 
to expedite public service projects and complete them by their deadlines 
were discussed, From another aspect, a responsible source in the Governorate 
i the City of Damascus said that the state gave great attention to the 
sunteipal sector in the city of Damascus during 1979, especially in road, 
ewer and public building projects, The sum of 62,021,000 Syrian pounds was 
spent on road projects in the city of Damascus in 1979. Repair and main- 
tenance of roads cost 10,678,000 pounds and included 57,400 cubic meters of 
excavations, 49,700 cubic meters of crushed stone, and 490,945 square meters 
of asphalt. The total spent on utilities for public buildings was 
10,716,000 pounds. For lighting projects, the cost was 6,411,000 pounds. 

‘he sum of 1,408,000 pounds was spent on sewers. Totographic planning for 
utilities in areas of the city cost 85,000 pounds. For firefighting facilities, 
‘he expenditures were 1,663,000 pounds. For [motorized] facilities they 


were 43,423,000 pounds. [Text] [Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 17 Feb 80 p 2} 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


\USTRALIA, UAE SIGN ECONOMIC AGREEMENT 


Abu Dhabi EMIERATES NEWS in English 1 Apr 80 pp 1, 12 


Text) Australia and the UAE this evening initialled an economic and tech- 
nical cooperation agreement envisaging the promotion of trade and technical 
exchanges particularly in the private sector and the setting up of a joint 
ommission which will review the progress of economic cooperation and make 


suitable recommendations from time to time. 


‘he agreement was initialled on behalf of Australia by visiting Deputy 

rime Minister J, D. Anthony who is also Australia's Minister for Trade and 

hesources, and on the UAE's behalf by Commerce and Economy Minister Sultan 
(| Mualla. Anthony also took the opportunity to invite Mualla to visit 
ustralia at a time convenient to him, when the formal agreement on economic 


ind technical cooperation is expected to be signed. 


member of the Australian delegation accompanying Anthony told newsmen 
that the agreement which was of 9 sort Australia had with many countries, 
sould provide the framework for the encouragement of greater trade capacity 
in the private sector, a preference that was Linked to the commitment both 
countries had to the futherance of private enterprise. 


. 
t also envisaged encouragement of technical cooperation especially in 
sectors where Australia had developed considerable expertise which it was 
keen to contribute to this country's development effort. This cooperation 
m Australia's side would be particularly effective in the field of agri- 
ulture and agro-industries in which the country was one of the world's 
leaders. ‘There were prospects too within the broad framework of the agree- 


for technical cooperation between industry in Australia and the rapidly 


ment 
Transfer of technology was 


developing industrial sector in this country. 
also envisaged. 


‘he joint commission provided for in the agreement would be expected to meet 
is often as required by either side to review the progress achieved by the 
two countries in furthering trade and technical exchanges between them. The 


commission could also make suitable recommendations to the two governments. 





it would provide, most importantly, a platform tor the continuous exchange 
of views between Aus: i ian and UAE officials and businessmen, and resolu- 
tion of any problems cocountered by traders, 


harlier, the Australian Deputy Prime Minister leading his delegation at 
talks with offtelals and members of the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and 
industry, expressed Australians’ interest in better getting to know this 
part of the world and particularly in participating in this country's 
development effort. He said he was extremely pleased to see at first land 
the progress already achieved by this country in all sectors of the economy. 
lle was particularly impressed by the oil complex at Das Island and the 

jlebel Ali port and industrial complex. He said the people and government 

of the UAE deserved the highest commendations for the great progress they 
had achieved. 


Anthony said Dubai which was a great enterpreneurial port was now becoming 
a great industrial center. Australia could play a special role in this 
development with the products of its agriculture and raw material resources 
such as alumina for the DUBAL smelter. As more industries came up, 
Australia could become a major source of raw materials for this country. 


Anthony said there were no problems of any kind between Australia and the 
UAE. They are both small and rich countries joined by common interests in 
the turtherance of private enterprise. Both were God fearing and opposed 
to the spread of communism. It was in their mutual] interest to understand 
each other better and develop stronger bonds. 


Anthony's sentiments were reciprocated by Said Ahmed Ali Ghurair, Presi- 
dent of the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industries who led the Dubai side. 
Australian businessmen accompanying Anthony were invited to meet their 

Dubai counterparts and discuss ideas that could lead to greater commercial 
intercourse. 


in fact three ideas have already emerged in the course of talks the Austra- 
lians have been having during their UAE visit. The most promising of these 
is the proposal to construct somewhere in the Gulf and if possible in the 
UAE, a wheat distribution centre that could supply the whole area. Australia 
is one of the world's biggest wheat producers and has considerable expertise 
in storage systems like silos. The distribution centre proposed could be 
developed with Australian assistance. 





A proposal presented by the Australian side would seek to establish a sugar 
refinery which could supply granulated sugar not only to this country but 
all over the Gulf where there was not a single sugar factory. A delegation 
member told Emirates News that Australia was last year the world's biggest 
sugar producer, having surpassed Cuba and Brazil in the production of this 
commodity. The idea envisages the construction of a sugar refinery, the 
importance of molasses from Australia and the packing or bagging of sugar 
products. UAE businessmen are understood to have expressed interest in the 
proposal which is likely to be pursued at a later stage. 
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* visiting side was also keen to interest people here in availing of 
jucational opportunities in Australia, which has a highly developed and 
Ophisticated syatem ot colleges and universities teaching all disciplines, 
tectmical and selentifie ekille. lt waa telt that the tendency among mont 
educated young people in this area to go westwards to Burope and the States 
ior turther education could be turned eastwards towards Australia, to the 
mutual benefit of both sides. An education expert accompanying the de lega~ 
tion, ret. DF Tribe, who teaches agriculture at Melbourne University, has 
oon explaining educational opportunities in Auatralia at meetings held in 
thi uuntty,. 


lhe Australian delegation alse called on Vice-President and Prime Minister 
His Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum. 


Anthony told WAM after the meeting that he discussed with Sheikh Rashid 
Silateral relations and matters of mutual interest. 


ie asserted the support of Australia and the Western countries to the Arab 
suse and rights and condemned the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. 


intheny went on te say that hie vieit to the UAE was beneficial and fruitful. 


\nthony also met today with Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Saeed 
Aagabani and discussed with him aspects of cooperation between the two 

mtries in the fields of agriculture and animal husbandry as well as the 
training of national personnel in these subjects. 
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The village turned out to 
disputed territory between the two 
emirates of Ras A! Khaimah and 
Fujeirah This dispute nas impeded a 
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Shibani | 


Work on the well was begun by (he 
Ministry of Electricity and was 
mopped by the Ministry of the Interior 
upon instructions from F ujetrah 

The village people wonder whether 
they ave citizens of one united state or 
of different states each with its own 


famed bin Abddaliah adds that 

similas projects were stopped in other 
villages that fall within Fujeirah on 
instructions from Ras Al Khaimah 
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De said tha: ihe Ministry has provid od 
the village with « water lanker bul (he 
tanker 6 aways late and extremely 
vApuncive 

Addaiia Ahmed another membc: 
of the village com munity, spoke of the 


, greatly affecting the community's 
the aid is essential wo it 
for 


led 
g€ 24° 


factitate any concreate steps 
Abdalla bin Almed raised ine 
is the real issue 


Are we citizens of 
united states or citizens in a 
disputed land’ 





UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


MIC, DEVELOPMENTAL INTEGRATION SOUGHT BY MUNICIPAL SECRETARIAT 
ihabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 18 Apr 80 p j 
ext | 
Yoarah Apri |) (Al Kiaee bven this ‘Stronger t& «6 neighbouring Gull Countries bega 


‘ewer ‘be ‘oregn xtopus is 
viretching its tentacles into our 
National COOMOMMy  carTYINg weapons 
to defend Its existence and targets © 

Ths waning cry was given by 
members of the Feder) Nationa 
(ounce! anda we echoed by 
students who sttended the council's 
iiscussion on the reply to the address 
| His Highness President Shetkh 
Jayed 

(ur national Goonomy t& in a 
‘oreign hands.” said « FNC member 

“Nuntyseven per cent of our trate 
's in foreign hands “ 

The Supreme Council of the 
Federation has issued its decree No 2 
1980 forming « secretarial genera 
‘or the countries munictpaitties Its 
wm ts to bring aboul economic and 
Jevelopmental integration 

Wha ts required from the 
Municipalities secretarial genera ts an 
cllective role in SUppressing (he 
ce. 6n@ commercial chaps 

in the Dube Chamber of 
Commere aad industry Jaa 
Hekdesh the chambers ageistant 
lireclor =«ocommented on the 
phenomenen of commercial chavs by 
saying that the logic of free economy 
is Saeed of competion of what we 
al commercial chaps In the contest 

| this principle. survival will be for 
he stronger 





‘oreign company” 

it ts the lew of the land 
Bakdesh 8 aided =the sore 
neighbouring counines such a Seud: 
Arabia, were convinced of the need to 
drew up some rules to control the 
IMpOr process 

Members of the FNC called for 
support to the economy They asked 
the Commerce Ministry (> play ite role 
in Organising the comme | activities 
in (@ GOwntry and in sooporting « 
comprehensive national §=sconomik 
developmen: 

Director of Economy and the 
Commerce Ministry's office in Dube 
Abdg@ia Ahmed Al Hussein spoke 
about the Ministry + situation in the 
hight of the existing commercial chaos 
and the proposed support for the 
Ministry 

Hussein sad othe: «6OMinistry—sols 
supoosed to play an important role in 
both the legisiative and the executive 
spheres and to occupy [the position 
*hich any Economy Ministry in the 
workd dots 

in the UAE. local municipalities 
have the power to organise the trade 
waor and this sults the newly 
established unoperstive socteties 

The role of Munkipalities in the 


shrink when & Guniry’s system 
because complicated and development 
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to sans Ue Muni palit) feprewnis 
ie wea Secure 9 the alvanoed 
counties Bul (is fale is restricted in 
i plementing Mules and insinuctions 
weved = (by) «othe:— Co Beonomy = and 
Commerce Ministry 
What happens ip the LAL ead 
hal sorne Munkipgites do fot 
vaplement the Ministry's instructions 
‘vad 
it os Chpeted (hal ooordination 
moves between ine Ministry and 
ut) ipalities wil ageurmme an Game: 
wm alter the formation of the 
woreiariat genera’ for the wuntry's 
mune ipalities 
le (he secretarial genera aie to 
ually the systems of the low 
uMicipalities toward « More central. 
lade a onentation’ 
it is  pratally executes the 
ication of commernta jlotnats 
om ad Mesures of iteuahee oF 
‘hese ~joenoes, whch have Been 
grenied scoprding to severa systems 
Rui « «ti surely not execute al the 
tquired segs 06k once In 4 Such 
omol ated ttuation 
Whe aw. the reasons that hinde: 
ne oroger catcution of (he oaentra 
ire twee at ihe Municipalities leve! 
ihe munkipalities Nave thew own 
ape efor In dealing with wommeria 
aivoes Ther viewpoints and 
sug@esiions must be considered. 
Woretary genera’ of (he auntrys 
unitpaitues Jam Al Darwish 
ew ng on the aims of the secretariat 
sone sad “The secretariat genera 
~ the country’s municipalities was 
lommed from anong the directors of 
nnhoettie, to gmordingte among 
he jaca mun nedities and the federal 
1 otetttes avd to pursue the execution 
ne 6 “Tees and decisions issued Dy 
~ eoretetet nunc ” 





(in Ue seerelaria § fe 
ihe commerciad odes A’ Darwish 
wl 4 decree wat teed Dy) ihe 
Supreme Counei © June 4* 
Mopping the Issuance of irate lenoes 
to foreigners uniess there 5 4 Nationa 
partner The decree was whmitied to 
the Counc of Ministern, which 
enirumed the Minister of Commerce 
and Baonomy 10 iseue « circular to the 
Municipalities on implementing (he 
decree The Econom) Minister issues! 
the circular bul the decree was nor 
implemented 

Abdu! Rahman Aig Ghanim. the 
Economy Minisiry \nder Secretary 
talked frankly on the reasons for the 
commercial chaos He said “Yes we 
foe! this chaos have overwheimed the 
@ommerncia ativics in the UAE 
Unfortunaiely, thee & no law & 
contro) « We font hee laws for 
ede. companies agencies ow 
insurance © 

Ghanim explained that the adsen.c 
of such laws is not the benef of 
nationals of (he government 

Ghanim said that a@ the Ministry 
evel, a delegation +a seni three years 
—=o06W}) COS neighbouring = Gu! 
countries to draw on thetr caperience 
The result was rules were framed 
sulted (0 conditions in the emirates. in 
mcordance with the views of the 
QuNtry § Municipalities and chambers 
of commerce Bui none of them were 
pleme nied 

Ghanim aided. “And so here | a 
why there is an Economy Ministry in 
the country” 

Hamad bu Shih Deputy Speac 
of the Nationa Consultative Counc: 
said, “We want 4 national coonomy © 
He added thal any Duntry in the 
wortd longs for a 100 per cent nations 
soonomy and works for i! 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


IME MINISTER LNAUGURATES CAS PROCESSING PLANT 
habioy © NEWS in English 23 Apr 80 pp 1, 12 
Article by Maruf Khwaja] 
“t | 

Dube. April 22 The emirate of The entire dally output of the plant penelits to te economy in generm, 
adustry officially came of age today 11,000 harrets of propane, 7,000 barrels the northern emirates, will be able to 
#ith the inauguration at Jebe! Ali of of butane and another 7.000 of reap downstream benefits from the 
the Dubai Natural Gas Company's condensates - will find ready users — *vallability of gas for domestic use 
40 milliondolla plant by the Vice amosi from the word go only in the longer term According to 
Presitent and prime Minister and The first product residue dry gas industry sources, Calge. the 
Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh is to be fed into DUBAL's auminium government of Dubs undertaking. 


F 


Rashi! bin Saved A) Maktoum in the smelier next door to the Dugas plant 
oresence oof) ADNOC Chairman The nergy-intensive smelters need 
yhelkh Taknoun bin Mohamed, UAE for (his fuel ts the main reason for the 
‘and Natural Resources Minister 


J 
care 
ii; 
Hi 
fr 
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Dy Mane Saced A! Oteiba and first year's output of butane. propane & plan now under considration and 
Finance and Industries Minister and condensates hes already been due to mature in @out one year's 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid who ts —— out in advance to two *3* _ x 
also ( harman of Dugas apanese buvers chotce considered 
Welcoming His Highness the Ruler An interesting aspect of the plant Calges ts between shifting thelr 
19 Une ceremony Shetkh Hamdan said which ts designed to receive 100 present bottling plant located of 
the completion of the Duba Gas million cubic feet of gas daily from the Duba creek next door to the Dugas 
Recovery Progect only 34 months after offshore fleids of Rashid, Fateh and installation, or staying right where 
onception was a matter of pride not South West Fateh - is that « buittin -S-fybey $F 1. 
ynly because of the contribution it wil! 20 percent excess storage capacity has Jebel Ali by truck odds, however, 
make to the prospertty of the country alreaty oa filled by input from ae a idee 
" Rashid which was not bottling edventage 
me moons I meme 8 8° — especially planned for when designs which would be that Calgas would cut 
2 com ditem ob one nos (OF thE plant were being drawn up down on the cost of transporting the 
—— — — more than three years ago Recovery propane mixture from Bahrain A 
it = not considered evonomicall —_ Rashid fleld was # contingency possibly aagative factor - that of tying 
feasible 10 harness the {uel which in °F Which there was only ganar 2 2222 
* of Dube he provision in the excess capaicty source eapply wiih wuld be 
eauivaience of 30,000 barrels of of per _ Although the short term advantage lemporarly halted when Duge 
o> @uatanananen th ime 01 UGH will Obviously be felt nthe -«Pettodically = shuts down 
a ee ee creation of an export capacity for an — - is cancelled by the fact 
emirate ¢ i va uction entirely new ' os om , © wet 
= source period of gas shortage 
In the northern emirates wes caused 
by the extended shutdown of the 


| 


154 








CSO: 


hottling piant on Duda 


ine Holy Koran, a weluoming speech 
by Shetkh Hamdan bin Rashid, the 
unveiling of the vommemorative 
plaque ai ihe slic an! the ceremonial 
\urning on of the valve seiting (he gas 
owing The size ol the 40-foot-Mare 
which has been illiminating the shies 
over Jebel Ali for the past ten days 
was inimediately reduced |i will go 
out altogether when gas starts being 
fed into ihe duminium smelter 
The Dubs Gas Recovery Pr 

has been managed, afd consiructed 
wd now operated by Scimitar Otls 
The design phase was iarge!y handied 
from the start in the spring of 1977 by 
Hudson Engineering of Texas 
Construction of = the —s onshore 
processing facility began July thai 
year The compression platforms. 
where the gas is taken from the feds 
and transported onshore through 80 
mites of pipeline, were built by 
McDermou inc, an their 
subsidiaries 
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ine mle vl We plan woven | 
are. nm wee whieh would 
xocommodate WV) footmall fiehts and 
which is large ‘Undugh to alow the 
doubling of the plant's sige Ail piani 
operations are basically self contained 
with @ two storey edministrative 
building, Unree large storage tanks and 
Numerous ancillary processing 
factlities besides the plant itself There 
is staff of approaimately 100 

Dugas is an important step in ine 
government's long range plan io use 
more of Dubai's own natural resources 
for development of local industry and 
10 increase export of petroleum 
products to world markets This 
undertaking which reached maturity 
today is expected to help Dubw 
ahieve a greater dew evel of 
prosperity which will aiso directiy and 
indirectly bring benefits to other 
emirates in the north. and indeed 1o 
the country as a whole 











UNITED ARAB EMLRATES 


ADJUSTMENTS IN VALUE OF CURRENCY DETAILED 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 23 Apr 80 p 3 


[Text | 


Abu lhabi, April 22 (FN) During 
19799) «s in 197R the LAE Dirham 
was upvalued a few times, bul each 
time in small steps, mainly with «4 
view to adjust for weakened position 
of the dollar, and also to discourage 
any possible speculation in the 
marke! 

This is revealed in the 1979 annual 
report of the United Arab Emirates 
Currency Board The UAE dirham 
rate in terms of the US dollar was as 
follows 
Viiddle rate at the end of cach year 

(31 December) 
(Dirhams per US $) 

1975 93.9970. 1976 93.9770, 1977 
$3 5980. 1978 93.8380. and 1979 
83 766) 

Pffective January 9, 1980 spot rates 
for the dirham were changed to Dh 
37390 buying and Dh 3 7430 selling 
per US dollar, giving a middie rate of 
Dh 3 7410 

The report said the US dollar 
opened the year 1979 at & = $20332 
and & DM | 8207. Sw/franc | 6170 
and Yen 195, and SDR = $! 28 In 
the first four months of the year, the 
US dollar remained steady. with bul 
minor fluctuations against major 
currencies. the dirham also remained 
steady Then «a some pressure 
developed and dealers were bullding 
up dirham positions in May 1979 the 
Currency Board widened the margins 
between buying and selling rates from 
*) to 10 points Once the banks 


reduced thelr dirhams positions, the 
margin was restored back to 40 points 

However, in June 1979, the US 
dollar started to lose ground against 
caher major currencies andthe 
Currency Board upvalued the dirham 
by 05 per cent on June 28 and the 
middie rate was then set at Dh. 3 800 
On July 21, and again on August |, 
the dirham was upvalued by small 
anounts, in all by 0.25 per cent, with a 
middie rate of Dn. 3 7910 

The report said that as large 
differentials developed between US 
dollas and dirham interest rates, 
especially in the Eurodollar market, 
with a view to moderating outflows of 
dirhams into dollars. there were 
further upward adjustments on 
October 24 by 0.25 per cent and again 
on November 5, by 0.5 per cent. This 
resulted in a new middie rate of Dh 
37660 The US dollar closed in 1979 
slightly lower at € = $2.2290 and § = 
DM | 7250, Sw/franc |.5950, Yen 240, 
and SDR = $i 3183 

On February 15, 1978 the Board had 
resumed its swap facilities for banks to 
obtain dirhams for US dollars On May 
1§,1978 these facilities were extended 
and the Board was quoting for periods 
of one and three months The repon 
went on to say thal ai the same time 
certain ceilings were introduced, 
overall and on any single day for an 
individual bank During 1979 these 


facilities, as well as ceilings. 
continued On July |, 1979. the 
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Currency Board introduced aso 
one-week swap The relative dirham 
liquidity of the market kept the use of 
swap facilities to lower levels than 
before The one week swap has not 
been widely used The outstanding 
swaps leve! has declined substantially 
As at the end of 1979, the foreign 
exchange holdings of the Currency 
Board, excluding gold, amounted to 
the equivalent of Dh $ | billion, the 
foreign exchange was held mainly ir 
US dollars 
While total official foreign assets 0! 
the UAE are quite substantial of the 
order of $ 10 billion (net), and rising 
monetary reserves are rather small. 
the reporn revealed Reserves as 
reported to and published by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
including foreign exchange. the 
feserve position in the Fund and 
SDRs, amounted io SDR 840 million 
plus a small amount of gold (0 58 mn 
Oz) a at the end of November 1979 
was a temporary increase in 
December 1979 and, in January 1980. 
there was also the expected decline 
Because of divergent changes made 
during the year under review in the 
rates of BD, QR and the UAE dirham 
in terms of the US dollar, these 
currencies are no longer aligned with 
one another, the report said. The note 
exchange scheme that obtained 
among these countries got cancelled 








betwoen Qatar and the UAE in May 1979 and between bahrain aod the UAL tau 
Augusc 1979, "This must be considered as an unfortunate development, as 
{t marked the discontinuance of efforts that were being made towards 
harmonization of foreign exchange policies and practices in this region. 
With a view to restoring such harmonization, and in the interest of wider 
Gulf area cooperation in economic and financial matters, these countries 
should make a fresh effort towards cooperation," the report observed. 
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